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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 
State oF THE Lasourn Marker 1n Fesruary. 


_ The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette ” :— 
_ The state of the labour market has continued to improve 
during February, the coal, iron, and steel industries being more 
fully employed, and the percentage of unemployed members of 
S unions in most important groups of trades showing a 


In the 115 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 451,544, 13,332 (or 3°0 per cent.) are reported 
as unemployed at the end of February, compared with 33 
per cent. in January, and with 3°8 per cent. in the 106 unions, 
with a membership of 409,102, from which returns were received 
for February 1896. ii 


Employment in Various Industries.— Coal Mining.— 
Employment was good during February, being better in every 
district than a year ago, and also better in most districts than 
during January. The average number of days worked per week, 
at pits employing 414,241 persons, was 5°34, compared with 5:15 
in January, and 4°91 in February 1896. Unemployed miners 
in trade unions in Northumberland and Durham amounted at the 
end of February to 1°6 per cent. of the membership, as against 1:4 

cent. at the end of January, and 2°0 per cent. at end of 

ebruary 1896. 

Iron Mining —Employment again improved during February. 
At 125 mines and openworks, the 16,624 workpeople employed 
worked an average of 5°86 days per week, as compared with 5°72 
days in January, and 5°85 in February 1896. The number 
employed was higher by about 4°3 per cent. than a year ago. 

n the Pig-Iron Industry employment was better than a year 
ago. At the end of February the iron-masters making returns 
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had 351 furnaces in blast, compared with 343 in February 1896. 
The number of workpeople employed was 22,247, compared with 
21,806 a year ago. Compared with the end of January employ- 
ment is stationary, the number of furnaces in blast having 
increased by 2, while the number of workpeople employed has 
decreased by 69. 

Employment at Steelworks continued during February much 
better than a year ago. At 128 works making returns, 37,079 
persons were employed at the end of February, as compared with 
34,185 a year ago, an increase of 8°5 per cent. 

At Puddling Furnaces and Rolling Mills employment during | 
February was about the same as a year ago. At 94 works 
18,278 persons were employed at the end of February, ascom- 
pared with 18,210 at the end of February 1896. 

In the Tinplate trade there has been a further slight improve- 
ment in employment. The number of mills reported as being at 
work at 87 works was 334 at the end of February, or 2 more than 
at the end of the previous month. 

Empioyment in the Engineering and kindred trades is still 
good, the percentage of unemployed union members being 2:0 at 
the end of February, compared with 1-9 in January. The per- 
centage for February 1896 was 3°4. ifthe ae 

“A still further improvement has taken place in the Shipbuilding 
trades, with the renal that the percentage of unemployed union 
members has fallen from 7°4 at the end of January to 5°8 per cent. 
in February. The percentage for February of last year was 7'8. 

Employment in the Building trades hasimproved. The per- 
centage of unemployed in unions making returns for February 
was 20, compared with 2°4 in January and 2°5 per cent. in 
February 1896. ey 


In the Furnishing trades employment has improved and ie now 
. The percentage of unemployed union members was 3°0 
at the end of February, compared with 5-1 in January and 2°6 


per cent. in February of last year. 

Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades is better 
than last month, and on the whole is fairly good. The percentage 
of unemployed union members at the and of February was 3°9, 
compared with 45 in January and 4°9 per cent.‘in February 

Employment in the Paper trade has somewhat improved. The 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of Febru- 
ary was 2°9, compared with 3-2 in January. The percentage for 
February 1896 was 2°8. 
__ In the Glass trade employment remains slack. The percentage of 
unemployed union members at the end of February was 12:5, 
Semapared with 12:1 last month and. 9°5 per cent. in February 
896. 
Employment in the Leather trades is good. The percentage 
of unemployed union members at the end of fae ae 
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2-0, compared with 2°7 in January and 6:2 per cent. in February 
of last year. 

Employment: in the ready-made Boot and Shoe trade has 
considerably improved; improvement is also reported in the 
bespoke branch: | 

pro in the ready-made Tailoring trade improved 
during the month, and at the end was fairly good; in the 
bespoke branch it remains dull in some centres, but has improved 
generally. 

In the Spinning branch of the Cotton trade employment 
continues moderate ; in the Weaving branch an improvement. is 
reported, though much short time is worked. 

Employment in the Woollen trade shows a slight improve- 
ment, but is still slack. In the Worsted trade it continues dull. 
In the Hosiery trade it is moderate. 

As regards the employment of women in the Textile trades, infor- 
mation respecting 490 mills, employing about 78,000 women and 
girls, shows that 67 per cent. were in mills giving full employ- 
ment during the month, compared with 76 per cent. among those 
for whom returns were received for January and 88 ‘per cent. 
for February 1896, 

Trade Disputes.—Sixty-six fresh disputes occurred in 
February 1897, involving 23,688 workpeople, as compared with 
48, involving 16,615 workpeople, in Fe and 78, involving 
nearly 17,000 workpeople, in February 1896.' Twenty-three 
disputes took place in the metal, engineering, and shipbuilding 
trades; 19 in the textile trades; 6 in the building; 5 in the 
mining industry ; 4 in the clothing trades; 1 in connection with 
railway service; and 8 in other industries. Of the 51 new and 
old disputes, involving 22,929 ‘workpeople, of which the settlement 
is recorded, 18, involving 6,054 persons, were successful from the 
point of view of the workpeople ; 17, involving 7,278 persons, un- 
successful ; 18, involving 3,477, resulted ‘n a compromise ; and 
in the remaining 3 disputes, involving 6,120 workpeople, the 
workpeople returned to work pending consideration of the 
questions at issue, 

Changes in Rates of Wages.—During February changes 
in rates of wages affecting nearly 50,000 workpedple were 
reported, of whom all except 300 received increases. The net 
result of the changes is an advance estimated at 1s. 4d. per head 
in the weekly wages of those affected. The increases include about 
44,000 Tpbikhogls in the metal, engineering, and shipbuilding 


- industries, 2,500 in the coal mining industry, and 1,700 in the 
es affecting over 5 workpeople took p under 
sliding scales, wages boafds, &c., and changes affecting neatly 
4,000 workpeople were preceded by strikes. The remainder, 
about 41,000 workpeeple, were settled by negotiation or 
otherwise, 
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OrricitaL INQUIRIES UNDEK THE Expiosions Acts. 


A formal investigation was held at the Guildhall, Much 
Wenlock, on the 22nd and 23rd February, into the circumstances 
attending the explosion of a boiler at Lardon Grange Farm on 
the 13th January last. 

The boiler, one of the portable locomotive type, was made in 
1855. It was purchased by the owner at a sale in 1878, and it 
was fitted with a new fire-box shortly afterwards. From this 
time to 1894 the boiler was not examined by any competent 
person. In that year it was re-tubed, but as the person who 
effected the repair was dead, no evidence could be obtained as to 
the condition of the boiler at that time. 

The boiler was attended to by an agricultural labourer, but no 
information was given to him as to the working pressure, nor was 
the safety-valve fitted with a ferrule to prevent the safe working 
pressure from being exceeded. 

On the 13th January the boiler was used for supplying steam 
to an engine which drove a threshing machine, when it exploded. 
It was blown into fragments, which were scattered in all directions, 
and the engine-driver and a little girl weve killed. 

The Court found that the explosion was caused by over- 
pressure, the safety-valve being at the time inoperative; that 
the boiler was in a defective condition; that the steam pressure 
gauge was inaccurate; and that the figures on the bar of the 
safety-valve, intended to indicate the pressure to which the valve 
was loaded, were illegible. 

The Court found that the owner had not taken proper 
measures to ensure that the boiler was being worked under safe 
conditions, and that it had not been periodically examined by a 
competent person. 

The owner was ordered to pay the sum of 25/. towards the 
costs and expenses of the investigation. 

A formal investigation was held at Falkirk on the 20th 
February and lst March into the circumstances attending the 
explosion of a boiler on board the “ Hero,” of Glasgow, whereby 
the master and engineer of the vessel were killed. 

The Court found that the boiler was in good condition and fit 
for a working pressure of 60 lbs. per square inch, and that the 
explosion was due to over-pressure, which had probably been 
caused ly one of the men who were killed having inserted a 
wedge in the guide so as to prevent the lever of the safety-valve 
from rising. 

A formal investigation was held at Seamer, Yorkshire on the . 
19th February into the circumstances attending the explosion of a 
— at the Low Fields Farm, Brompton, on the 14th January 
ast. 

The boiler, one of the portable locomotive type, was made in 
1882, and when supplied to an engineer at Seamer it was fitted 
with two safety-valves, one locked up and the other fitted with a 
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ferrule, so as to prevent the working pressure being exceeded ; 
some time afterwards the ferrule was removed and not replaced, 
and the lock on the other valve was also removed. 

The boiler was worked by engine drivers who had no mechanical 
training ; they were merely labourers, who had gained 
sufficient knowledge to enable them to fire and feed the boiler 
and to drive the engine. 

In 1894 the boiler was examined and re-tubed by the engineer, 
and it was then sold to the person who owned it at the time of 
the explosion. This person had no mechanical knowledge and he 
evtrusted the management of the boiler to an engine driver. At 
the time of the purchase no competent person examined the boiler 
on behalf of the purchaser, and no steps were taken to fix the 
pressure at which it could safely be worked. The engine driver 
regulated the pressure according to the work he had to perform. 
On the 14th January the boiler exploded ; the firebox crown was 
forced down bodily against the tube-plate, the boiler was projected 
through the wall of a barn, and parts of it were scattered in all 
directions. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to over-pressure, 
both safety-valves being set fast and inoperative, and the steam 
gauge inaccurate. They were of opinion that the engineer did not 
make a proper examination of the mountings of the boiler in 
1894, mk that, as he knew the class of people by whom it would 
be worked, he should have seen that the safety-valves were fitted 
with a ferrule and lock respectively before it lett his premises. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the neglect of 
the owner. He entrusted the management of the boiler to a 
person who had no mechanical knowledge. It was not examined 
by any competent person, and he took no measures to ensure that 
it was being worked under safe conditions. Having regard to 
his circumstances, the Court ordered the owner to pay the sum ot 
101. only towards the costs and expenses of the investigation. 

A formal investigation was held at Ashton-under-Lyne on the 
24th February, into the circumstances attending the explosion of 
a boiler at the Dukinfield Iron Works on the 8th January last, - 
whereby seven persons were injured. 

The boiler, one of the Cornish type, was purchased second-hand 
about 10 years ago, It was thereafter used for supplying steam 
to the machinery at the works, and for about seven years it was 
worked at a pressure of about 60 lbs. per square inch, and for 
the last three years the working pressure was about 45 lbs. per 
square inch. 

The owner died in 1895, and the business was thereafter 
carried on by his sons under.the direction of trustees, and one of — 
the sons, a boiler maker, periodically examined the boiler. ~ 

In August last, as the pipe leading to the blow-off cock was 
leaking, it was taken off and a blank flange was fitted. The 
blow-off cock was not replaced. 

On the 8th January the boiler exploded, the tube collapsed 
and ruptured, the brickwork was demolished, and some of the 
fire-bars were projected a distance of over 50 feet. 
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- The Court found that the explosion was due to over-heating, 
the water in the boiler having become thick in consequence of 
the absence of the blow-off cock, and that the boiler maker was 
to blame for allowing the boiler to be worked without it; and 
they were of opinion that the boiler was worked at too high a 
pressure, having regard to the construction of the flue-tube. 

The Court held the trustees responsible for the negligence of 
the boiler maker, and having regard to the manner in which the 
business was carried on, they only ordered each of the two trus- 
tees to pay the sum of 7/. 10s. towards the costs and expenses of 
the investigation. 


Gun Proor Marks 

A despatch, dated February 7th last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir F. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s. Minister 
at Brussels, transmitting copies of a Royal. decree, dated January 
30 last, and published in the “ Moniteur Belge” of February 7, 
modifying and completing the existing regulations with regard to 
the proof of guns. A copy of the decree in question may be seen 
at the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., between the 
hours of 11 and 5. 


InpustriaL, COMMBROIAL, AND ART EXHIBITION AT 
RENNEs. 

A communication, dated 23rd February last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. M. C, Gurney, Her Majesty's 
Consul at Cherbourg, stating that an industrial, commercial, 
and art exhibition will open at Rennes on May 2nd, 1897. 

All particulars can be obtained from Mr. L. Petit, Advocate, at 
Rennes. France. 


PRoposep LoAN FOR IRRIGATION EXPERIMENTS IN CYPRUS. 


The “ Cyprus Gazette” publishes the following notice :— 
“ His Excellency the High Commissioner directs it to be made 
ublicly known that a despatch has been received from the Right 
the Secretary’ of State for the Colonies, announcing 
that it is the fntention of Her Majesty’s Government to apply to 
Parliament for a loan of 60,0002 from Imperial funds, to be 
advanced at a low rate of interest, for the purpose of enabling a 
considerable experiment in irrigation to be carried out in Oyprus. 
Subject to the consent of Parliament being obtained, and to: the 
necessary measures being passed in’ the Legislative Council of 
‘Cyprus for dealing with water rights and for revaluing for 
Verghi the lands which may be irrigated, the proposed works will 
be commenced without delay, and are estimated to také about 
three years to execute.” 


_ ror Hirsour Works Osrenp. 


The State for Foreign Affairs has received 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Minister at Brussels stating that 
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tenders are invited for the construction of the new harbour works 
Tenders will be opened on April 17th at Bruges at the offices 
of the provincial government, and the plans and estimates of 
the works may be consulted at the “Musée Commercial” at 
-Such further particulars as have been received may be seen 
at the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office any day 
between the hours of 11 a.m. and.6 p.m. 


TENDERS vor Exxorric TRAMWAYS IN Brara. 

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Galatz, stating 
that tenders are invited for the construction and working of a 
system of electric tramways over a length of about 13 miles of the 
_ streets in the town of Braila. The concession is for a maxim 
period of 35 years. mares 

- Tenders will be received up to the 27th March at the office of 
the mayor in Braila. init 

Such further particulars’as have been received, may be seen at 
the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office any day 
between the hours of 11 a.m: and 6 pm. 


fy? 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
a binocular glass and a telescope, which have beén respectively 
awarded by the French Government to Mr. Joseph’ Bearpark, 
master, and Mr. George William Owen, mate, of the s.s. 
“ Lepanto,” of Hull, in recognition of their services to the 
shipwrecked crew of the French vessel “ Sarah,” in the Atlantic 
Ocean, on the 30th April last. 
The Bvard of Trade have awarded a binocular glass to 
Mr. Francis William Chambers, master; a binocular glass and a 
silver medal for gallantry in saving life at sea to Mr. Alexander 
Phillips, second mate; and silver medals for lantry im’ saving 
life at sea and a sum of two pounds (2/.) each to Ernest’ Tack, 
carpenter, William Lange, Peter Leckie, and William Gibson, 
seamen of the as. “ Damara,” of West Hartlepool; in recognition 
of their services is rescuing the shipwrecked crew of the brig 
“ Victoria,” of Fowey, which foundered in the North Atlantic 
Ocean 6n the 6th December last!’ 
- ‘The Board of Trade bave awarded silver medals to Guenolé 
Marie Thymeur, master,Henri Marie Thymeur, seaman, aid 
Guenolé Thymeur, boy, of the French fishing’ boat “ Reine ‘dés 
Anges,” of Audierne, in recognition of their services’ if ‘savin 
Laurenée Robert Nicolson, the solé ‘survivor of ‘Briti 
ss. “ Oyanus,” of Glasgow, which fuundered off the Tle de Sein 
on the 9th February 1897. 
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IIL—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM.* 


The total value of the imports into the United Kingdom from 
foreign countries and British Possessions during the month ended 
February 28th, 1897, was 37,245,164/1, as compared with 
35,476,7361. in February 1896, an increase of 1,768,4282., or 
5 per cent. ; and the exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufactures amounted in value to 17,854,682/, as against 
19,704,095/. in February 1896, a decrease of 1,839,413/, or 9°3 per 
cent. The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise for 
February 1897 was valued at 5,224,138/., as against 5,617,593. 
in February 1896, a decrease of 393,4551., or 7°0 per cent. 

With regard to the imports for last month, as compared with 
February 1896, all the classes of merchandise show an improve- 
ment, with the exception of chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 


substances—animals, living (for food)—and oils; which have 
decreased in value 243,7732, 71,1501. and 65,6041, respectively. 

Raw materials for textile manufactures have improved 773,794. ; 
articles of food and drink (duty free), 459,8112.; articles of food 
and drink (dutiable), 378,013/.; manufactured articles, 308,4301. ; 
metals, 160,479/.; raw materials for sundry industries and manu- 
factures, 49,2231; tobacco (dutiable), 9,687/.; parcel post, 
4,810/. ; and miscellaneous articles, 4,7082. 

The chief increase in the category of articles of food and 
drink (duty free) is found under corn, of which wheat and wheat 
meal and flour have together improved 979,505/.; barley, oats, 
and Indian corn have, however, slightly declined. There is a 
large decrease in the value of the sugar, refined and unrefined, 
the amount being 1,004,581/. less than in ‘February 1896. On 
the other hand, cured or salted fish has improved 231,609/. and 
cheese 129,639/. It may be noted that the increase in the 
imports of wheat is principally due to the larger shipments 
received from United States, British North America, Turkey, and 
Germany. On the other hand, smaller amounts have been 
received from Russia and Roumania, while none at all has come 
from either British India (probably owing to the famine there), 
or from Australasia. 

The amount of tea imported shows an increase of 3,098,212 Ibs. 
as regards quantity, and of 124,387/. as regards value ; the increase 
is — British India, China showing a slight falling off in this 
article. 

With regard to metals there is a large increase in the value of 
iron ore imported, principally due to larger shipments from Spain ; 
nearly all the other metals (except copper regulus and unwrought) 
show a slight decrease. 

Cotton, raw, has improved to the extent of 697,349/., and sheep 
and lambs’ wool to the amount of 271,547/ as compared with the 
imports of February 1896, but hemp has declined 145,325/, . In 
the imports of raw materials for sundry industries and manufac- 


* See also pp. 369-370. 
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tures, no very remarkable change has taken place except that 
tallow and stearine have decreased 125,1902 

Taking now the value of the exports of British and Irish 
roduce and manufactures for February, as compared with the 
same month of last year, increases are found under the headings 
of raw materials, 54,2007. ; articles of food and drink, 51,0591.; 
machinery and mill work, 36,0687. ; parcel post, 33,0181. ; chemicals 
and chemical and medicinal preparations, 28,493/.; and animals, 
living, 3,6007, On the other hand, the exports of yarns and 
textile fabrics, which amounted in value to 9,461,438/. in Februa 
1896, were valued at only 7,773,309. in February 1897, thus 
showing a decrease of 1,688,129. Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except machinery) have declined in value 
47,6901.; apparel and articles of personal use 64,4741., and the 
category of “all other articles, either manufactured or partly 
manufactured,” has decreased 245,558/. 

With regard to the decrease in the exports of yarns and textile 


fabrics, the United States have taken less cotton piece-goods and 


woollen and worsted tissues, as have also China and (probably 
owing to the displacement of trade by the bubonic plague) 
Bombay. On the other hand, exports of cotton piece-goods to 
Madras, Straits Settlements, and Ceylon have improved. Japan 
also has taken much less of this category of goods from the 
United Kingdom, the exports to that country having decreased 
in cotton yarn and piece-goods and in woollen and worsted 
tissues. The total decrease in the value of cotton piece-goods 
amounted to 841,2741. ; in the value of woollen tissues, 178,4021. ; 
and of worsted tissues, 283,1672. 

As regards the value of the trade for the two months ending 
February 1897, as compared with a similar period of 1896, the 
imports show a net increase of 3,270,2402 Raw materials for 
textile manufactures have improved 3,539,0042 ; manufactured 
articles, 428,774/. ; articles of food and drink (dutiable), 301,940/. ; 
raw materials for sundry industries and manufactures, 99,362/ ; 
metals, 57,0481. ; tobacco, dutiable, 46,053/.; and parcel post, 
2,4191 Imports of chemicals, dyestuffs and tanning substances 
have decreased 487,298/.; oils, 286,391/.; articles of food and 
drink (duty free), 205,638/.; animals, living (for food), 151,896. ; 
and miscellaneous articles, 73,137/. The exports for the same 

iod of two months show a total decrease in value of 
199,6682, yarns and textile fabrics having declined 2,684,234, ; 
other articles, manufactured or partly manufactured, 537,329. ; 
apparel and articles of personal use, 108,162/.; raw materials, 
65,078/.; metals and articles manufactured therefrom (except 
machinery), 71,4552; articles of food and drink, 10,440/. ; and 
chemicals and chemical and medicinal preparations, 5,454/. On 
the other hand, the i ey of machinery and mill-work have 
improved in value to the extent of 177,431/.; parcel post, 
83,4351; and animals, living, 21,6187. 

The value of the exports of foreign and colonial merchandise 
for the two months ended February 28, 1897, as compared with 
a like period of 1896, show a decrease of 1,044,854/. 
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IIL—COMMERCIAL EDUCATION AND 
COMMERCIAL MUSEUMS IN RUSSIA. 


Commercial schools. were established in Russia earlier than 
anywhere else in the world. The first commercial school was 
opened in Moscow in 1772, and in 1799 this school was 
transferred to St. Petersburg. Its object, according to its 
present statute, is to give the pupils a general education and 
to prepare them for commerce, and for filling the posts of book- 
keepers, controllers, clerks in offices, manufactories, &. It is 
accordingly an intermediate school. In 1804, on the initiative of 
the dowager Empress Maria Feodvrovna, two similar schools were 
opened in Moscow and Odessa, and in the same year a fourth was 
opened at the expense ‘of the merchants in Moscow under the 
name of the Practical Academy of Commercial Sciences, 

According to “ The Statesman’s Handbook for Russia,” which 
has been prepared by the Chancery of the Committee of 
Ministers in St. Petersburg, the Odessa school was soon trans- 
formed into a general scbool, and came somewhat into 
prominence in 1849. Somewhat earlier, in 1835, a lower 
commercial school was founded in Moscow under the name 
of the Burgesses’ School. In the above-named schools the pupils 
number about 2,000, while the eight commercial institutes and 
schools in Finland have 420. From that time down to 1880, 
no new commercial schools were opened, but three have since 
been founded, viz., the Peter School in Petersburg, the Alexander 
School in Moscow, and the Kharkoff School at the expense of the 
local merchants. Besides this, since 1872, two-year commercial 
divisions have begun to be opened in the real schools. In 1885, 
their number reached 36, but since then it has been diminishing 
and is now not more than 20. Finally, there are several private 
courses of bookkeeping and commerce. It is easy to see from 
the above that commercial, education in Russia is far from being 
organised in a manner corresponding ‘to the necessities of the 

First of all, not counting the commercial division of the Riga 
Polytechnic, there are neither higher nor lower commercial, but 
only intermediate schools. On the other hand, in Germany, for 
example, there are not less than 200 lower schools and courses 
wth 19,000 pupils, while the intermediate schools coutain 5,000, 
In France the number of pupils in the lower commercial classes 
reaches 9,000, and in Italy 8,500 pupils are taught in commercial 
divisions of the lower technical schools. The transfer in 1894 of 
the Russian commercial schools to the control of the Ministry of 
Finance, marks a new period in their existence. An inspectorship 
was immediately established over them, and the draft of a com- 
plete reform is now confirmed, It is proposed to give lower 
commercial education. a proper place in the scheme. In these 
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schools the pupils will receive the necessary pase for service in 
the capacity of clerks and small trading, industrial, banking, and 
insurance agents. One-class schools will be appointed for pupils 
for whom, on account of lack of means, a long school course is un- 
attainable. Provision is made for three-class schools fer children 
of more well-to-do people, shopmen, masters of small worksho 
and trading concerns. Finally, for employees, boys and clerks in 
shops, artelmen, &c., commercial classes will be opened on the 
model of western countries, in which the lessons will be in the 
evening as well as in the day, to suit the pupils. Finally, the 
programme of the intermediate schools and courses will, as far as 
possible, be adapted to the requirements of local trade. 

The propagation of technical, economical, and commercial 
information receives considerable support from various kinds of 
societies intended to assist the development of the country’s 
industry and trade. The oldest of these is the Imperial Free 
Economical Society, founded in 1765. Thirty years later, the 
Livonian Economical Society was opened in Riga; in 1866 the 
Imperial Technical Society was founded, and in 1868, the Society 
for the Promotion of Russian Industry and Trade. The 
Technical Society consists of several sections, according to the 
specialities of technical science. It has organised its own 
museum, and since 1868 has taken an active part in the founda- 
tion of technical schools, of which there are now 35. It has 
founded a journal, opened a photographic exbibition, and in 1889 
and 1895 summoned two congresses of specialists on technical 
and professional education. The Society for the Promotion of 
Industry and Trade aims at promoting the development of 
industry by means of the discussion of questions concerning 
industry and trade, the printing of digested materials, and the 
promotion of the foundation of useful undertakings. Both the 
above-mentioned societies have local branches in various towns of 
Russia. Special societies for the spread of technical and trades 
knowledge exist in Moscow and in other towns. In the region 
of mining industry the same importance attaches to the congress 
of owners of mines and works periodically assembled in various 
localities, and to the Ironmasters’ Permanent Consultation Office 
in St. Petersburg. 

With regard to industrial museums, besides the Mining 
Museum, there is the Art and Industry Museum and the 
Polytechnic Museum in Moscow, the Museum of the Imperial 
Society for the Encouragement of the Arts, and the Museum of 
Applied Science opened by the Technical Society in 1871 in 
St. Petersburg, the Kharkoff Museum, and a series of museums 
belonging to various, departments. Museums must be dis- 
tinguished from permanent exhibitions of sample articles of 
industry. The latter are organised in various centres of export 
and, embracing only home industries, have in view purely 
cowmercial aims, and serve even as intermediaries between 
producers and foreign buyers. A Russian exhibition of this kind 
was founded by the Government in Bucharest, and it is intended 
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that similar exhibitions should in the future include the principal 
towns of the East. 

As regards periodical industrial exhibitions, the first of the 

kind in Russia was founded in 1829 in St. Petersburg; since 
then until 1835, exhibitions alternated every two years in 
St. Petersburg and Moscow. Later, in 1848, it was determined 
to organise jeri exhibitions alternately in St. Petersburg, 
Moscow, and Warsaw every four. years. The St. Petersburg 
and Moscow exhibitions accept only products of the factory and 
workshop, while those in Warsaw add agricultural produce. The 
awards to exhibitors are adjudged by special commissions of 
experts. 
Tatterly, local exhibitions have been organised with a view 
to representing the intellectual and economical condition of a 
more or less extensive region. Such, for example, were the 
Science and Industry exhibitions for Siberia, and the Ural in 
Yekaterinburg (1887), and for the Volga-Kama region and the 
East of the Empire in Kazan (1890). Governors also are 
recommended to organise Government industrial exhibitions, but 
the latter usually admit agricultural produce, and on the other 
hand agricultural shows allow manufactured goods to be ex- 
hibited. 

Finally, at the 1896 Pan-Russian Industria) Exhibition in 
Nijni-Novgorod, Russia placed before the eyes of the whole 
civilised world those important economical results which she has 
attained. 
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IV.—GERMAN TRADE IN 1896. 


The German Official Monthly Trade Accounts (Monatliche 
Nachweise iiber den Auswiirtigen Handel des deutschen Zollgebiets) 
for December last have been recently issued, showing the value of 
the import and export trade of the German Empire for the month, 
and also for the year ending December 1896. From these state- 
ments it appears that the total value of the imports into the 
German Empire for the year 1896, exclusive of bullion and 
specie, amounted to 4,323,976,000 mks., as against 4,120,669,000 
in 1895, an increase of 203,307,000 mks., or about 10,165,350/, 
while the exports for the same period, exclusive of bullion 
and specie, amounted to 3,403,796,000 mks., as compared with 
3,317,900,000 mks. for 1895, an increase of 85,896,000 mks., or 
about 4,295,000/. The total value of German trade is thus 
14,460,350/. higher than in the year 1895, and the total trade of 
1895 also showed improvement when compared with the value 
for 1894, 


Taking first the imports, the group of merchandise showing the 
greatest increase in value in 1896, us compared with 1895, is that 
under which is classed earths, ores, precious metals, asbestos and 
manufactures of asbestos, the value of which was 373,494,000 mks. 
in 1896, as against 233,341,000 mks. in 1895, an increase of 
140,153,000 mks. (7,008,0002.). ‘This group, however, includes 
bullion and specie which is not comprised in the totals given 
in the preceding beam” 

The value of the bullion and specie (including also scrap gold 
and silver) imported into Germany in 1896, was 249,472,000 
mks., and 125,442,000 mks. in 1895. Cereals and other agri- 
cultural produce increased from 598,648,000 mks, in 1895 to 
728,281,000 mks. in 1896, an improvement of 129,633,000 
mks. (6,482,000/.). Wood, &c., ar manufactures rose from 
212,958,000 mks. in 1895 to 243,522,000 mks. in 1896, an increase 
of 30,564,000 mks. (1,528,000/.). Provisions, colonial produce, 
confectionery, &c. (including wine, beer, and spirits, and tobacco 
and its manufactures), increased from 597,607,000 mks. in 1895, to 
625,322,000 mks. in 1896, a rise of 27,715,000 mks. (1,386,0002.) ; 
and drugs, dyes, and chemicals rose from 232,913,000 mks. in 
1895 to 243,810,000 mks. in 1896, an increase of 10,897,000 
mks, (545,000), On the other hand, still comparing 1896 
with 1895, animals living show a decrease of 40,655,000 mks. 
(2,031,000/.) ; wool and woollen manufactures have declined 
24,536,000 mks. (1,227,000Z); silk and silk manufactures have 
decreased 14,232,000 mks. (712,000/.); and cotton and cotton 
manufactures, 8,410,000°mks. (420,0002). 

As regards the exports, the value of earths, ores, &., exported 
from Germany in 1896 was 282,584,000 mks., as compared with 
152,883,000 mks. in 1895, an increase of 129,701,000 mks. 
(6,485,0001.). This, as in imports, includes bullion and specie, &c. 
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the value of which exported in 1896 was 227,833,000 mks., as 
compared with 106,176,000 mks. in 1895, an increase of 
121,657,000 mks. (6,083,000/.). The exports of fancy goods, 
small articles of jewellery and fancy articles (kurze waaren, 
quincaillerien, &c.), including watches of all kinds, improved in 
value from 73,500,000 mks. in 1895 to 116,997,000 mks. in 
1896, an increase of 43,497,000 mks. (2,175,000/.); provisions, 
colonial produce, &c. (including wine, beer, and spirits) show an 
increase of 24,223,000 mks. (1,211,000/.) ; chemicals, drugs, and 
dyes an increase of 19,605,000 mks. (980,000/.) ; iron and iron 
manufactures an increase of 20,993,000 mks. (1,050,000/.) ; and 
ready-made clothing, underwear, and millinery an increase of 
19,009,000 mks (950,0001.). 

On the other hand, the exports of zinc and zinc manufactures 
have declined 13,510,000 mks. (676,0007.) ; silk and silk manufac- 
tures, 10,767,000 mks, (538,0002.); and wool and woollen manu- 
factures, 10,459,000 mks. (524,000/.). Generally it may be 
said, with regard to the variations in the res of 1896 as 
compared with 1895, that amongst the imports the chief increases 
are seen in cereals and agricultural products, provisions, &c. (in- 
cluding wine and beer, &c.), and wood with its manufactures ; 
the principal decreases being in animals, living, and wool with its 
manufactures. 

With regard to the exports, the chief increases are found under 
provisions (including wine, beer, &c.), fancy s (including 
watches), and iron and iron manufactures; while decreases are 
found in zinc and zinc wares, and, as in the imports, under wool 
and woollen manufactures. 
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V.—PROPOSED NEW GERMAN COMMERCIAL 
CODE. 


A despatch, dated 12th February last, has been received from 
Sir Frank C. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Berlin, 
stating that a Bill for a new commercial code has been introduced 
into the Reichstag, and after some discussion was referred to a 
Committee of 21 members. eos 

The present commercial code has been with certain modifica- 
tions in force since 1869, and its amendment is part of the general 
scheme of reorganisation and unification of which the civil code 
formed the principal feature. The following is an abstract of the 
explanatory statement to the Bill in question :-— 

The new civil code, with its far reaching ¢ es of German 
law, necessitates a revision uf the commercial e. This code 
(unlike the civil code) has been in force for more than 30 years, 
and modifications have become necessary to suit it to the changed 
conditions of business, As material for these modifications, use 
has been made of the decisions of courts, the customary law which 
has grown. up, the legislation of foreign countries, and the reports 
of the circles interested. 

Owing to the great diversity of law which existed in Germany 
prior to the passage of the civil code (not yet in force) it was 
necessary to introduce into the commercial code legal provisions 
which properly belonged to the domain of the civil code. Such 
excrescences on the commercial code may now be removed. 

It follows also, from the same reasons, that whereas the old 
commercial code extended its sphere to persons not, probably, 
merchants who, however, were thrown into constant commercial 
intercourse with merchants, the new code will now have a more 
specialised = and have immediate relation only to the 
commercial ¢ wt 

The new proposals which it has been found necessary to make 
are so numerous that it has been thought better to present them 
in the form of a new code. The only portion left unaltered in 
essential parts is that which deals with maritime law. In the 
nature of the case this branch of legislation can be handled 
separately, and radical alterations are not proposed as part of the 
new scheme. 

New material has not been introduced on a large scale. In 
the first book a section is devoted to commercial agents ; into the 
third book a section dealing with warehousing and sto has 
been introduced ; iu the seventh section of the first book the — 
conditions as to private produce-brokers and their business have 
been defined. On the other hand, matters which have formed 
the subject of separate legislation have been omitted. Such is the 


case with the laws governing limited companies, registered 
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societies, internal and river navigation, none of which are 
incorporated. The conditions of insurance and the publishing 
business will also have to form the subject of separate legislation. 
Thus the old commercial code has, in the main, its former purview. 

Before receiving its final form the code has been subjected to ~ 
the criticisms of all the circles interested, and the original draft 
has been considerably modified in deference tu their wishes. 

The new code will necessitate legislation with a view to render- 
ing consistent with it the local legislation now existing in the 
different States. It will also be necessary to determine by 
legislation the conditions as to the settlement vf disputes extra- 
judicialiy. 

No allowance is made for customary law. Local peculiarities 
are allowed no room in the civil code, and the same is true of the 
commercial code. The provision of the present code by which 
local custom, when not in conflict with the law, is binding on the 

ies concerned, is therefore abrogated. 

The first book deals with persons engaged in commercial 
business; the commercial register; firms; books; commercial 
powers of attorney; assistants and appenticcs; agents and 
brokers. ; 

The contents of the second book are as follows :—The first 
section deals with partnerships, their establishment, the legal 
relations of members to each other and to third parties ; dissolu- 
tion of partnership; liquidation; law of limitation. The second 
section treats of partnerships with limited liability. The third of 
companies; their relation to the shareholders ; organisation and 
management; dissolution ; penal clauses. The fourth section 
treats of associations for special purposes, and the fifth of sleeping 
partnerships. 

The contents of the third book are as follows :—It deals with 
business transactions in general; with purchase and sale ; busi- 
ness on commission ; despatch agencies ; warehousing ; freights ; 
railway passenger and goods law, 

The fourth book deals with maritime commercial law. 
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VL—THE FRENCH SILK INDUSTRY.* 


Since the early days of sericulture in France there has been a 
marked development in the extent of the silk-producing areas. 
The industry in the 18th century was confined to the three 
provinces of Languedoc, Provence, and Dauphiné; in the present 
time, in addition to the departments included in the above 
provinces, it comprises also the departments of Pyrenées-Orien- 
tales, Tarn et Garonne, Lot, Aveyron, Loire, Rhone, Ain, Savoy, 
and Corsica. Although all the south of France is wonderfully 
adapted to sericulture, the production of silk cocoons has only 
four principal centres there, viz., Gard, Ardeche, Drome, and 
Vaucluse. Gard, which represents more than a fourth of French 
production, produce only raw silks. Ardeche and Drome 
together, representing the third of the total crop, have throwers 
and: spinning mille. Vaucluse only produces cocoons, having 
relinquished the silk throwing industry which, introduced into 
Avignon by the Italians, had obtained a great reputation — 
the latter part of the 18th and the early part of the 19t 
century. 

Progress was slow and difficult at first; under Louis XIV. the 
cocoon crop did not exceed 100,000 kilogs. Afterwards progress 
was continuous, so that in 1850 the production of cocoons in 
France was estimated at 25,098,000 kilogs., which, at the rate 
of 4 francs per kilog. represented a value of upwards of 
100,000,000 francs. 

But the pebrine, a disease which appears to have been observed 
for the first time in 1820, and penetrated into the Cevennes in 
1843, spread rapidly in 1855, so that the production of 1856 fell 
to 10 millions of kilogs. From 1858 to 1870 the crops varied and 
were often bad, in fact, in 1865, they amounted only to five or six 
million kilogs. From 1871 to 1875 hopes of an amelioration were 
entertained, but in 1876 the successive ravages reduced the 
amount to 2,396,000 kilogs, which it is to be hoped will be the 
lowest point of production of the present half century. Since 
that date the crops have averaged about eight million kilogs. 
with a marked upward tendency during the last three or four 
yon During the last quarter of a century the production may 

said to have been uncertain; putting aside the decrease seen 
in the period 1883-88, due to the climatic conditions and the 
rush to plant vineyards, which excited all the south of France, it 
may indeed be said to have been stationary. 

ut if the lowering of prices and the competition of the Asiatic 
silk industry arrested the upward tendency of French production, 
on the other hand the discovery of Pasteur has aided it in other 
ways. It is owing to him that indigenous species, with yellow 
— rich in silk of an undeniable superiority, have been 
obtain 


* Based on an article in the “ Economiste Frangais.” 
96820. 
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Thus, while in 1871 the greater part of the French-reared 
worms (65 per cent.) were-from Japanese eggs, at the present 
time green cocoons only represent 0°3 per cent. of the cro 
Again, the astonishing results obtained from the cellular. system 
of obtaining eggs (grainage . cellulaire). andthe use. of. the micro-. 
scope, have induced,.French silk. cultivators to. listen. to,;more 
—" advice ‘and. adopt.a more rational system -of rearing., 

his is evidenced by the yield from the eggs. To give an idea 
of this yield it will be sufficient to. compare the amount of eggs 
set for hatching. since the application of the cellular system. 
in the triennial averages of the production.of cocoons, as shown. 
in the following table :— 


fe Years. of Raw Cocoons. | of Eggs used. - 
Kilogs. ‘ Oz. 
1883-1885 (average of three years) | . 6,825,000 _ 285,000. 
1886-1888 - 8,798,000 259,000 
1889-1891 - 7,364,000 2483000 
1895 - - - - 9,301,000 212,000. 


. It. is seen by the above table that, while the production has 
increased in a marked degree during the last few years, the 
quantity of eggs used decreases steadily, owing to the improvement 
in the yield of cocoons. In fact, while in 1871 25 grammes of 
eggs yielded only 13 kilogs. of cocoons, the same weight, of 
eggs in 1877 yielded 20°3 kilogs.; in 1881, 25 kilogs.; in 1886, 
34°9 kilogs.; and in 1895, nearly 44 kilogs, Since 1885 French 
production has exceeded the production of Italy, which previously 
had shown a much higher figure. 

In addition, the labours of Pasteur have given rise to a new 
industry, which has lately acquired a considerable importance, 
viz., the production of eggs for rearing purposes. ‘This produc- 
tion was almost doubled in the period of six years—from 1884 to 
1890—and after a slight fall in 1892-1893, resumed its upward 
tendency, as will be seen from the following table :— 


Yy. Amount of Cocoons employed Amount 

mye? for Rearing Purposes. of Eggs obtained, 
Kilogs. Oz. (of 25 Grammes),!- 

1884 156,991 474,635 . 

1885 165,562 | 456,391 | 

1886 168,344 429,383 

1887 282,977 887,574 > 

1888 307,790 903,874 

1889 276,596 942,024 

1890 304,172 876,996 

1891 349,980 998,796 Wey 

1892 252,481 663,877 

1893 176,091 472,858 

1894 ~~261,736 700,959 
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departments of the south of Fratite} ‘especially ‘those: of 
Mar, Basses- Alpes, Gard; Corsica, ‘and  Pyrenéés-Orientales 

‘more and more the silkworm nurséries‘‘of Europe aiid 
the Levant, and Frenchegg ‘producers hold:a‘high ‘reputation in 
Spain, Syria, Purkey, Greece, and even in Italy) 
The crop of silkworm eggs, then; reserved ‘for: less the 
200,000 oz. kept for the- home nurseries; exceeds ‘a million 
» In spite of these facets, and notwithstanding the: possibility 
of reducing to a vanishing point the losses oeeasioned bythe 
pebrine, the production of cecoons in. France has not regained 
the important position it held before the invasion of that:disease ; 
and it could not be otherwise, when. account ‘istaken of the 
increasing competition of silks from China, Japan, India, and-other 
Asiatic countries. It is no longer from silkworar diseases thatthe 
loss originates at present, the peril-is from other -eources—a 
radical change in consumption, and not only a greater production, 
but also a greater use of Asiatic silk. These silks, which improve 
yearly, and of which greater use is made, at present form the 
chief source of the manufactures of the whole world. 

The plethora of Asiatic produce, especially since Japan has 
forced her way to the front, by inundating the Huropean markets, 
has had a deplorable influence on the value of French cocoons. 
These latter, which in 1871 sold at the rate of 7 frs., and even 
more, per kilog., are now hardly worth 2°50 frs. or 2°75 frs.—in 
a very few localities only, realising 3 frs. per kilog. 


The following figures are given as the expenses incident to the 
rearing of one ounce (25 grms.) of silkworm eggs :— 


Frances. 
Cost of installation - - - - 12 
Cost of eggs - . - - - 10 
Cost of 1,000 kilogs. of leaves - 50 


Working expenses for the last four or five days 10 
Heating and sundries - - - 6 


Total - - 88 


The average yield of the last 10 years barely gives 36 kilogs. of 
cocoons per ounce of eggs, and this multiplied by the average 
value of the same period (3°70 frs.) represents a sum of about 
133 fre. Deducting 88 frs. for experises, there remains a profit 
of about 45 frs. for the breeder—from which must be deducted 
again expenses of transport, often very high. 45 frs. for 40 - 
days of incessant work for a whole household, seems very 
insufficient, and thus the Government, considering that national 
sericulture has fallen intoa precarious position, awarded a bounty 
by the law of 1892 and for a period of six years of 50 centimes 
per kilog. of cocoons. With the increased yield since that 
year this bounty would have considerably relieved the pro- 
ducers if the value of cocoons had been maintained at the 
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same level. But it has not been so, and although the present 
alleviation caused by the bounty cannot be denied, it may be 
asked what will be the after effect of these 20 odd millions 
when the period for granting bounties shall have expired. 

It must be conceded that the Government has watched over 
this branch of agricultural industry and contributed, as far as 
lay in its power, to its improvement. The extension of the 
Pasteur systems and the use of the best methods have been 
most happily seconded by the Montpellier Institute and the 
instruction in sericulture inaugurated nearly 10 years ago in 
normal schools and country districts. 

It appears that notwithstanding heavy sacrifices, Government 
has not attained its object ky the bounty system, but the 
breeders, who do not know to which side to turn, feel a certain 
anxiety at the approach of the time when this provisional aid 
will be no longer available. 


‘ 
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VIL—THE PARIS EXHIBITION OF 1900.* 


On July 18, 1892, President Carnot issued a decree announc- 
ing “a universal exhibition of works of art and of industrial and 
agricultural products,” and fixing the date thereof. The pre- 
liminary studies were made and a financial scheme devised by a 
temporary commission. The permanent administration was placed 
in the hands of a Comuissary-General attached to the Ministry of 
Commerce, Industry, and Oolonies, and assisted by a consultative 
body styled “ Commission Supérieure de l’Exposition,” selected 
from the Senate, the Chamber of Deputies, the Conseil @’Etat, 
the Conseil Générale de Ja Seine, the municipal council of Paris, 
the academies, learned bodies, colleges and universities, the 
chambers of commerce of the 14 leading cities, leading financial 
institutions, various branches of the public service and the leading 
industries, such as agricultural, transportation, manufacturing &ec,, 
together with representatives of the press, and all the surviving 
Ministers of Commerce who had held office since 1878. 

One hundred million francs was provided as a guarantee fund 
for the exhibition. Of this amount, 20,000,000 francs was appro- 
priated by the National Government and 20,000,000 francs by 
the city of Paris, while 60,000,000 francs represent the net pro- 
ceeds of an issue of 3,250,000 bonds of 20 francs each. These 
bonds were issued by the Government with the co-operation of 
five leading financial institutions—the Crédit Lyonnais, the Crédit 
Foncier, the Comptoir National d’Escompte, the Société Général 

ur Favoriser le Development du Commerce et de I’Industrie en 

rance, and the Société Générale de Crédit Industriel et Com- 
mercial, These institutions underwrote bonds to the amount of 
2,400,000 francs and receive a commission of 5 cent. on the 
sales. After providing for this commission and for the other 
expenses of the issue, there remain 60,000,000 francs which are 
deposited at the Caisse des ear et Consignations, until 1900, 
at 24 per cent. interest, the Bank of France agreeing to make 
advances from time to time for preliminary expenses to the 
amount of 6,000,000 francs at 1} per cent. interest, upon the 
security of receipts of the Caisse des Dépéts et Consignations for 
deposits of the profits of the bonds. 

The bonds bear no interest and are redeemable in tickets to 
the exhibition. Each bond will entitle the holder to 20 tickets to 
the exhibition, which, at 1 franc each, will equal the face value 
of the bond. In lieu of interest, the holder participates in 29 
drawings, comprising 4,313 prizes, aggregating 6,000,000 francs. 
Six drawings occurred in 1896, six each will take place during 
the years 1897, 1898, and 1899, and there will be six monthly 
drawings during the exhibition. The prizes vary from 100 francs 


* Based upon a report by the United States Consul-General at Paris. 
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to 500,000 francs. The bonds are exempt from all taxation, 
although the prizes drawn are subject to a tax. The bonds also 
give the holders the right to considerable reductions in railway 
and steamboat fares,.in France er on the French lines.on the 
Mediterranean during the exhibition, or, in lieu thereof, to a 25 
per cent. reduction in the price of admission to any spectacle, or 
entertainment.on the exhibition grounds. In the event that the 
exhibition should not take place for any reason, the drawings will 
cease and the bonds will be redeemed at par, without interest, by 
the State. All prizes drawn before that date will remain acquired 
to the winners. 

Any surplus that may remain, after the expenses of the exhibition 
are defrayed, will be divided equally between the national and 
municipal treasuries. 

The general regulations, as formulated by the Commissary- 
General and the consultative commission and approved by the 
Minister of Commerce, Industry, Posts, and Telegraphs, were 
promulgated by President Casimir-Perrier, August 7, 1894. 
These regulations comprise 108 articles in 12 sections, and all 
provisions of the same which will affect intending American 
exhibitors are embraced in the summary which follows. In most 
respecte, the regulations are similar to those of the exhibition 
of 1889, <A few radical innovations are made, however. The 
regulations are more elaborate and detailed than those of the 
last exhibition, the administration having endeavoured, so far 
as possible, to cover every detail of the great enterprise: which 
could be anticipated, and to leave for subsequent determination 
only matters of a special, secondary, or accessory character. 

Section 1.—Constitutive Elements, General Organisation of 
Services,—All nations are invited to participate on equal terms. 
To the contemporary exhibition will be joined a retrospective 
centennial exhibition, reviewing the progress soconapilished since 
1800 in the various branches of production. All machinery, so 
far as possible, will be operated on the grounds in full view of 
the public. Special exhibitions (historical, anthropological, and 
ethnological, &c.), special competitions (agricultural implements, 
live animals, &c.), musical performances, and special congresses 
of various kinds will be held in connection with the exhibition. 
Article XII, fixing the relations between the administration of 
the exhibition and foreign exhibitors, is as follows :— 

Each foreign nation participating in the exhibition will be 
represented by a commissioner or dalégate, who will have the sole 
right to treat with the Commissary-General, the Director- 
General, and the directors, as to all questions which concern his 
countrymen, and specially those relating to. the distribution of 
space among the different countries, the erection of buildings, 
‘and the admission and installation of exhibits. Foreign exhibitors 
must correspond with the commissioners of their respective 
countries and cannot communicate directly with the adminis- 
tration of the exhibition. This regulation will be imperative 

except as regards the retrospective centennial exhibition. . : 
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This latter will be absolutely distinct from the foreign sections 
of the contemporary exhibition, and the administration may treat 
directly with foreigners possessing objects desired for the eol- 
lections of the history of labour for the century. by 
The principal regulations as to the admission are :— raQ 
Works of Art—The contemporary exhibition will be open to 
the works of French and foreign artists executed since the 
lst of May 1889. Copies (even those representing a work in a 
different class from that of the. original), paintings, designs, or 
engravings unfrained, engravings obtained by industrial processes, 
and sculptures in clay will not be admitted. Applications for 
admission will differ according to the class to which the pro- 
posed exhibit appertains and must conform to the models to be 
prescribed by the Commissary-General. They will contain a 
designation of the work, giving its dimensions and mentioning 
the exhibitions at which it has been exhibited. Printed forms 
of application will be furnished gratuitously. ' No artist will be 
permitted to exhibit more than 10 works. Artists of France 
and French colonies must file their applications between. the 
16th and 31st of May 1899. Applications for the admission of 
the works of foreign artists must be made through the ecom- 
missioner or delegate of the country of which the applicant isa 
citizen. They must receive the approval of the Minister of 
Fine Arts not later than December 31, 1899, and will then 
be definitely acted upon by the Commissary-General. Artists 
of countries not represented by a commissioner must file their 
applications with the Commissary-General (service des beaux 
arts) before December 1, 1899, and deposit their works at the 
Fine Arts Palace between December 5 and 20,1899. They will 
be passed upon by a-special jury, composed of Frenchmen and 
foreigners, appointed by the Minister of Fine Arts and the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry, whose report must be sub- 
mitted on or before December 31, 1899. The Commissary-General 
will transmit the proper certificate to all artists whose works have 
been admitted. The latter must furnish, not later than February 
15, 1900, a statement giving his: full name, date and place: of 
birth, names of bis masters, mention of his reeompenses at Paris 
exhibitions, subject and dimensions of his works, and names of 
their owners. Printed forms for this statement will be supplied. 
One or several special commissions will be created to prepare the 
centennial exhibition. The Commissary-General will decree, 
upon the recommendations of these commissions, a list of the works 
admitted to such exhibition, and will cause certificates of 
admission to be delivered to the proper persons. Te eae 
Industrial, Agricultural, and Miscellaneous Objeets;— All 
industrial and agricultural products will be admitted to the con- 
temporary exhibition except (1) those of an explosive and fulminant 
character ; (2) primings, fireworks, -matches,. and analogous 
articles, except in a state of imitation and containing no inflam- 
mable material ; (3) spirits, alcohols, essences, ' oils, corrosive 
matters, and all fluids‘or substances of an. unwholesome or 
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offensive character or which can alter or injure other exhibits, 
unless the same are enclosed in solid vessels, appropriate in form, 
and of small dimensions. Applications for admissions of all pro- 
ducts must be made on printed forms, which will be supplied 
gratuitously by the Commissary-General. Applicants requiring 
gas, steam, or water will state in their applications the quantity 
needed. Those desiring to operate machinery will state the speed 
at which the same will be worked and the kind and quantity of 
motive power required. The admission of foreign products will 
be authorised by the Commissary-General upon the propositions 
of the commissioners of the various countries, which must be filed 
on or before February 15, 1899, and for all articles which, for 
special reasons, are to be exhibited in a class section, on or before 

ebruary 1, 1899. The committees of admission, each for its 
class, will prepare the organisation of the centennial exhibition, 
and the Director-General of the exhibition will decree the list of 
objects accepted and deliver certificates of admission. 


Shipment, Reception, Installation, and Reshipment of Exhibits. 


(1.) Works of Art.—All works of art must be deposited at the 
Fine Arts building between February 15 and 20, 1900, under 
arrangements to be prescribed by the Commissary-General. All 
expenses of packing, unpacking, repacking, transportation to and 
from the exhibition grounds, and storage and preservation of cases 
will be at the charge of exhibitors so far as the contemporary 
exhibition is concerned, but such expenses as to the centennial 
exhibition may be assumed by the administration of Fine Arts. 
All expenses of installation of exhibits, decoration of the halls and 
interior, guardianship of the Fine Arts Hall, &c. will be assumed 
by the administration of Fine Arts, save as to special arrange- 
ments made at the instance of the commissioners of foreign 

countries, which will be at their charge. No work admitted can 

be removed before the close of the exhibition, whether it shall 
have been sold or not, except under special permit issued by the 
Commissary-General at the instance of the director of Fine 
Arts. All works exhibited must be removed within one month 
after the close of the exhibition. 

(2.) Industrial, Agricultural, and Miscellaneous Exhibits—All 
objects admitted will be introduced into the exhibition between 
December 1, 1899, and February 28, 1900, according to the 
regulations to be prescribed by the Commissary-General. Due 
notice will be given of special tariffs made to exhibitors by rail- 
road, steamboat, or other transportation companies. No charge 
will be made to exhibitors for space, water, gas, steam, or other 
motive power required by them, but connections with main gas, 
water, or steam pipes, counter and auxiliary shafting, &c. will 
be provided by exhibitors. -All expenses of packing, unpacking, 
repacking, installation, storage, and preservation of cases, and 
transportation to and from the grounds must be borne by exhibi- 
tors in the contemporary exhibition. The expenses of installation 


‘ 


Mar. 1897.] THE PARIS EXHIBITION OF 1900. 281 


will include the establishment of special passageways, the con- 
struction of all special partitions, cellings, windows, platforms, 
railings, fixtures, &c., all of which must conform to the plans 
adopted by the exhibition management. As to certain of these 
constructions, the administration reserves the right to execute 
them in whole or in part at the expense of the commissioner of 
the department or of the country to which they appertain, All 
ora part of such expenses in connection with the centennial 
exhibition may be assumed by the administration. Workmen 
exhibiting on their own account in the contemporary exhibition 
will be relieved of all expense on account of installation. No 
special construction within the exhibition grounds will be autho- 
rised until the plans of the same, embracing also the approaches 
and the interior arrangements, have been approved by the 
management. A committee of installation will be created for 
each class of groups, works of arts excepted, which will apportion 
the space among the exhibitors, prepare and submit to the ad- 
ministration plans of installation and decoration, supervise the 
execution of the same, provide for maintenance and guarding, 
and assess expenses upon exhibitors, and collect the same. The 
commissioners of foreign countries will make their own installa- 
tions in the positions erected by them and in the parts of the 
general buildings assigned to them ; all plans for the same to be 
submitted for approval to the administration. All exhibits, 
without exception, must be made in the name of the person, firm, 
or company signing the application for the same, but the names 
of persons of every grade who may have contributed in any way 
to the preparation of the exhibit may be added. All exhibitors 
in the contemporary sections are expressly invited to mark their 
exhibits with the market prices of the same, but this is not com- 
pulsory. All exhibitors of dangerous, insalubrious, or objection- 
able articles of any kind must conform strictly to the conditions 
prescribed for such exhibits, and all such articles must be removed 
at any time when required by the administration. No exhibit 
can be removed before the close of the exhibition without a 
special permit, except those produced on the grounds under 
special authorisation. All exhibits, imstallations, and special 
constructions of every kind must be removed, at the latest, six 
weeks after the close of the exhibition, at which time the ma 
ment will remove the same at the charge of the exhibitors. e 
materials will be piaced in a- public warehouse, and if the charges 
are not paid by June 30, 1901, the same will be sold, and the net 
— turned over to the assistance publique, or poor fund of 
the State. 


Regulations as to Tariff Duties, indirect Taxes, and Octroi, 
. or Municipal Duties, on Exhibits, 

foreign Taahibitors. The exhibition grounds are constituted a 
bonded warehouse. Foreign exhibits may enter France through 
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any custom-house. They should be accompanied by ‘a bulletin 
from the ‘shipper, attached to. the bill of lading and indicating: 
their nattire, class, weight, and place of origin.. These goods will 
be transported directly to the exhibition grounds under:'the: 
conditions of international’ or domestic transit at the choice of 
the shipper. They will be exempt from: statistical dues «and 
from inspection at ‘the frontier. Seals ‘will be affixed without 
charge. “All: foreign products: will be taken in charge at the 
exhibition grounds’ by the special customs agents, and, if finally 
entered for consumption, will be ‘subject only, whatever their 
origin, to the duties imposed upon like products from the most-~ 
favoured nation. Articles manufactured on the grounds from 
imported materials will be subject: only to: the duties to which 
such materials from the most-favoured nation are liable. The 
manufacture of tobaccos by machines and apparatus exhibited 
will be authorised on the express condition that the goods so 
produced shall be subject to all the duties and excises prescribed 
by law. No foreign goods will be subject to indirect taxes or 
municipal dues (octroi) unless entered for consumption, 


Protection of Exhibits 


No work of art or exhibit. of any kind can be copied or. repro- 
duced except by a.special permit of the exhibitor, approved by. 
the administration. The taking of general photographs, however, 
will be authorised. Inventions susceptible of being patented, 
plans and specifications of machinery, &c. will be fully protected. 
The administration expressly disclaims ail responsibility for 
damages to exhibits in the temporary sections by fire or otherwise 
although every precaution will be taken for their protection. The 
administration will, however, be reeponsible for losses or damages 
in the retrospective sections, but only to the amounts agreed upon 
in advance with exhibitors and stated in their certificates of 
admission. 

Concessions and privileges for entertainments, refreshment 
booths, &c. will be granted by the Minister of Commerce, 
Industry, Posts, and Telegraphs upon the recommendation of the 
Commissary-General, Ail privileges for pecuniary benefit. must 
pay a royalty or percentage of receipts to the exhibition. No 
advertisements, catalogues, or prospectuses can be circulated in 
the exhibition grounds except. under special license, for which a 
suitable fee will be charged, 


Classification of Exhibits. 
The, vexed question of classification has been profoundly studied 
in all its aspects by M. Picard, the accomplished Commissary- 
General, and by the superior commission, The difficulties—in 
fact, the utter impossibility—of devising a scheme of classification 
absolutely logical and entirely free from practical disadvantages 
were fully recognised. _The commission examined with great care 
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the classifications of all the international exhibitions of the past,. 
both in France and other countries, and considered fully the 
various criticisms to which they have been subjected in the light 
of the actual results achieved. The report of the Commissary- 
General upon this: subject is aw able and comprehensive paper, in 
which the various theories of classification are impartially dis- 
cussed..and tke advantages and disadvantages of each fully set 
forth, Of the classification at the Philadelphia Exhibition of 
1876, it is said that “ while it was inspired by a lively appreciation 
* of that which constitutes the value of man and the, grandeur. of 
* the peoples, it would have been improyed had it been less 
“ heterogeneous.” Of the classification at the Chicago World’s 
Fair it is said: “ Notwithstanding its real merits, it cannot be 
* considered a model to imitate. It erred notable in the minute 
subdivision of the classes.” 
- For the classification at the approaching exhibition, that of 
1889 is taken as a point of departure, and such modifications 
have been made as were suggested by the legitimate criticisms 
of which it was the object and by the lessons taught by foreign 
exhibitions. 
The post of honour is occupied by education—*“the channel by 
which man enters into life, the source of all progress.” Next 
come works of art, and the third place is assigned to the instru- 
ments and general processes of letters, sciences, and arts. Then 
come “the great factors of contemporary production, the most 
“ powerful agents of industrial achievement at the end of the 
“* 19th century ’—the material and general processes of mechanics, 
electricity, civil engineering, methods of transportation. Next 
follow the exploitation and the products, superficial or sub- 
terranean, of the earth—agriculture, horticulture, forestry, the 
chase, fisheries, placer mining, food stuffs, mines, and metallurgy. 
Next in order are the decoration and furnishing of public 
buildings and habitations, threads, yarns, tissues, textile fabrics, 
wearing apparel, chemical industries, various manufactures. 
“ Social economy, to which have been reserved the developments 
“ worthy of its actual rdle, follows naturally the various 
“© branches of artistic, agricultural,:and industrial production.” 
It will embrace also hygiene and public or organised charity, 
A new group has ‘been created for the “moral and material 
work of colonisation,” and the series closes with the military and 
naval group. 
- In all, there will be 18 groups and 120 sections, as compared 
with 12 groups and nearly 1,000 sections at Chicago. 
An interesting innovation has been introduced in the classes of 
decorative arts, each of which will comprise two sections—one 
for the authors of designs, cartoons, sketches, &c., the other for 
the manufacturers. _ Each section will receive distinct awards, so 
that the artists will be recognised as exhibitors and not as 
‘collaborators. 
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VIIL—THE AMERICAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF MANUFACTURERS.* 


The National Association of Manufacturers, which met at 
Philadelphia for its second annual convention on 26th January 
last, was organised at Cincinnati in January 1895, at a convention 
which was little more than a mass meeting. 

The association now has between 800 and 900 active members, 
scattered over many States of the Union. It has vice-presidents 
in more than 25 States and is rapidly securing new ones. It 
has a bureau of publicity, in Philadelphia, from which circulars 
are issued at frequent intervals to members and a bureau of 
information which, upon application, furnishes answers to inquiries 
regarding markets, credits, transportation, and other questions 
which arise in the daily course of trade. 

The association, though it is still so new, has accomplished 
much chat is of the highest importance, especially in the acquisi- 
tion of knowledge concerning foreign markets. A committee 
of gentlemen has been sent to and has returned from South 
America, where the members were received most cordially and 
where they acquired a practical knowledge concerning the South 
American trade. A warehouse has been opened at Caracas, the 
capital of Venezuela, for the exhibition of American wares, and 

rmission to establish others elsewhere in that country has also 
ise secured. Special commissioners have been sent also to 
Japan, Venezuela, and Denmark. 

Mr. Theodore ©. Search, the President, at the meeting referred 
to above, read a long and exhaustive report on the work and 
aims of the association, in the course of which he said that, for 
the purpose of bringing it prominently into the field of foreign 
trade, an extended correspondence had been carried on with 
business houses in every section of the world. Efforts had been 
made to secure competent men to represent the association in 
important foreign markets, and many agents had thus been 
appointed whose services are of much value, and who will become 
more valuable as the work abroad develops. The association had 
been brought into intimate relations with important business houses 
in various foreign countries, and is now just beginning to reap 
the benefits of many months of systematic foreign correspondence. 
Recognising the magnitude and importance of the association, 
foreign merchants who desire to establish connections with manu- 
facturers in America are beginning to look to it for advice and 
information, and every foreign mail brings to its offices requests 
for information from buyers in many parts of the world who 
desire to know where they can purchase various articles made in 
the States. The development of this line of work promises to 
be of great direct benefit to the members. 


* Based on reports in recent numbers of the “ Manufacturer ” (Philadelphia, U.S.A.) 
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Nothing undertaken by the association during the ear 
has such interest, both at home 
as the sending of a commission of American manufacturers to 
South America last summer to investigate trade conditions in 
Brazil and the River Plate countries. It was made the subject 
of special reports to their home Governments by foreign 
Consuls stationed in the United States, and the newspapers and 
trade journals of England and the Continent discussed it at 
length as an incident of great significance in the movement for 
the extension of the foreign trade in the United States. While 
the work of this commission has been of great benefit to trade 
relations with tlie South American countries and has brought the 
association into great prominence at home, it has ulso served to 
impress foreign nations with the serious purposes of the manu- 
facturers of the United States in their efforts to increase their 
foreign trade. 

The information gathered by the committee shows that 
there is opportunity for a very large increase in the volume of 
the South American trade, and the means necessary to secure 
the share of this business, which naturally belongs to the United 
States, are clearly set forth, There is great need to give more 


‘careful study to the requirements of the South American 


markets, to become familiar with the classes of goods that are 
saleable there, and the manner in which the trade is handled, 
to examine closely into the methods of successful competitors, 
and to adopt all that is of service, and all this must done 
through personal contact with the merchants of South America. 
Competent salesmen must be sent there who can speak Spanish 
or Portuguese, and who are able to accommodate themselves to 
the conditions they find. Transportation facilities and banking 
institutions which can do business direct with South America are 
lacking, but most of all is wanted personal practical effort to 
cultivate the trade of those countries. 

In pursuance of the policy laid down by the first annual con- 
vention of the association, steps were taken early last year 
towards the establishment of sample warehouses for the display 
and sale of American manufactured products in the Spanish- 
American countries. 

For many reasons, Venezuela seemed to offer the most 
advantageous opportunity for the inauguration of the proposed 
system of sample warehouses; and soon after the last convention, 


_ Mr. William Harper was despatched to Caracas on behalf of the 


assuciation to investigate a concession which had been provisionally 

ted by the Venezuelan Government to a citizen of fiat country, 
and for which the association held an option. Through the efforts 
of Mr. Harper the confirmation of this concession to the 
Venezuelan temporary holder of it was pore, and the 


gran ing of a new concession in the name of the National Associa- 
tion of ufacturers was sec 


Even if the Caracas project should be abandoned as it now 


_ stands, this association could still feel that an important service 
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had been rendered to:American commercial interests in Venezuela 
by the overthrow of a concession which, if undisturbed, would 
have:placed the United States.at great disadvantage as compared 
with.its European competitors: © 

Steps have been taken to secure in several other South and 
Central American countries the privileges which the association 
has obtained in Venezuela, and a careful survey of the entire field 
has been made. 

* Although so‘ much attention has been given to the Spanish- 
American countries, European nations have not been neglected 
in this consideration of warehouse projects, and it may be 
that the aim of the association to secure a large share of 
the possible foreign trade, can be accomplished in a consider- 
able measure by the application to European trade centres of 
those plans which have been considered in connection with the 
Spanish-American markets. The President stated that .it might, 
indeed, be well for the association to consider carefully the 
feasibility of .establishing a sample warehouse in London where, 
more than anywhere else, the trade of the world is centred, and 
where merchants come from every quarter of the globe to make 
their purchases, and it might be also well to consider in the same 
connection Hamburg, Amsterdam, and Antwerp with pty. 
as a distributing centre for all the great Baltic region, or Berlin, 
as a point from which to reach a vast volume of trade in interior 
Europe. 

_ The great trade centres of Europe are near at hand, compara- 
tively speaking; their requirements are already well known to 
American merchants; there is nothing lacking in facilities for 
transportation or international banking, and perhaps the associa- 
tion might attain the Pane results by turning its attention to 
these great markets while working out the details involved in the 
proposed Spanish-American plans. 

With regard to the possibilities of competition from the rapidly - 
developing industries of Japan, a careful investigation of the 
industrial conditions in that country was undertaken by the asso- 
ciation, and Mr. Robert, P. Porter,.a, statistician of note, has been 
engaged in Japan in an investigation of all the important industries 
and in the translation and compilation of a vast. amount of 
valuable statistical information. 

To express briefly the conclusions which may be drawn from 
Mr. Porter’s investigations and from similar studies by other 
observant:men, it seems safe to say that the ability of Japanese 
manufacturers to enter successfully into competition with their 
European and American rivals is limited at ‘present to a few 
branches: of industry, and the extension of this competition is 
likely to be somewhat restricted by the changing industrial. and 
social conditions in Japan. On the other hand, the growth and 
transformation of Japan’s industries necessitate the exténsive use 
of foreign machinery, supplies, and material.. While some of-the 
industries of America may be suffering from the competition of 
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rivals in Japan, it. would seem that the; most important, relation 
that country bears to the United States is that ofa profitable 
customer rather than a dangerous competitor... .. » oon 

With regard to China, there'are evidences.of the beginning of a 
new era in China which will be marked:by great .industrial 
development. . One of the first. evidences: of this activity:is the 
undertaking of extensive railroad construction, portions which 
have already been begun. The large railway mileage which. is 
sure to be constructed in China in ibe immediate: future, ; will, in 
itself, offer opportunity for the sale of a .very large amount of 


machinery and supplies which American.,.manufacturers .are well 


In China, more thaa in any other country in the world, it is 
necessary to show actual samples of merchandise or machinery in 


order to create an intelligent impression upon; the minds of the 


intending purchaser. The Chinese mind is peculiarly incapable. 
of grasping the meaning of a perspective drawing, and illustrations 
which are full. of meaning to intelligent people in any other 
section of the world, are unintelligible even to many of the 
cultured Chinamen... The following extracts from letters just: 
received are an illustration of this, and an evidence of the necessity 
for the exhibition of merchandise and machinery in China. 


jA correspondent of. the association writies from. Shanghai : 
The Government has decided to build railroads, and. has 
appointed Sheng. Taotai as director-general, I have been with 
him in Peking for the past month. There is a bridge to build 
across the river near the south end of the city, and in bidding for 
this railway I included this bridge. I had no bridge to show him 
only drawings. He said anybody could make pictures. He saw, 
in going up to Peking, a bridge that is being put across the 
Peiho river. When he came down from Peking he saw it again, 
and ordered one just like it at a much higher figure than mine 
and not so. good a bridge. I lost the contract because I had no 
bridge to show. . 

_ “Every Chinaman wants to ‘ look see’ everything he, purchases, 
You may show them illustrations and talk to them until doomsday, 
but it will be of no avail unless they can ‘look see’ the thing 
itself. 
“They are contemplating the building of some 14,000 miles 
of railroad in China, and I am satisfied they mean to doit. This 
means opening up an immense business at once, and if our manu- 
facturers are going to wait for the trade to come to them, or wait 
until they can send someone to ‘ look see’ for them, the trade will 
be lost.. _ Belgian parties are here now trying to erect a Belgian 
exhibition building for machinery.” : 

_ Another letter dealing with the same subject, comes from Mr. 
Isaac T. Headland, Secretary of the Peking University, Peking, 
China, an institution under American auspices. -The university 
is establishing a permanent; exhibition of American goods and 
machinery for the purpose of giving to the Chinese an intelligent 
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idea of what is made in the United States. Mr. Headland says: 
“Tt has never dawned upon the mass of the Chinese that there is 
any other kind of a sawmill than two men and a cross-cut saw ; 
or any kind of a meat cutter other than a cleaver ; or any kind of 
a cotton gin other than a raw hide throng or intestine tied to a 
bow and struck with a stick to make it vibrate; or, indeed, any 
other kind of power than horse-power or man-power. 


“May I not ask if it would not be as profitable a method of 
advertising as the members of your association could find to erect 
a building here, fill it with samples of your various products and 
machinery, having an engine to keep all the machinery in motion 
while being exhibited, and keep it open all the time? I know 
this means money, but the Chinese are spending millions at present 
and those who make some show of being permanently on the field, 
are the ones who will secure the trade. I know this, because a 
gentleman representing one of the largest syndicates in the West 
who brought his family here and settled down as though he meant 
to stay, has just succeeded in effecting an investment of some 
20,000,000 dols. I should like to see America take an advance 
step in this matter, for no other nation stands so high in the 
estimation of China.” 

Mr. Search, in his report, speaks especially of the need for the 
greater development of the American Mercantile Marine. He 
says : 

“For the proper development of the foreign trade of the 
United States, it is absolutely essential that we should have cheap, 
quick, direct, and regular transportation of merchandise and 
mails. Transportation is the link which joins the producer and 
the consumer, and if we are to seek for our share of the world’s 
trade we must have the means of ocean transportation equal to 
any that the world affords. There is but one gloomy story to be 
told concerning the American merchant marine on the high seas. 
Our coastwise and lake and river commerce is carried by a fleet 
of magnificent vessels, but in our foreign trade our shipping is 
weak and ever diminishing. The figures of our foreign commerce 
for a single year will suffice to show the weakness of our position, 
During the year ended June 30, 1895, our imports were carried 
as follows :-— 


In American In Forei 
Vessels. 


Dols. Dols. 
8,116,991 150,394,601 


556,632 80,445,791 
5,722,700 55,856,643 
8,821,885 "75,010,091 

10,229,615 590,588,362 
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- “Phe carriage of our, exports for the same period’ wad as 
follows :— 


In Foreign 
Vessels...) 


Great Britain é - 9,147,471 ' 875,632,296 
Germany - - 8,076 91,832,650; 
France - - -. 83,1€3 45,065,974 
Total to all countries - 62,277,581 695,857,830 


“Out of a total foreign commerce of 1,456,000,000' dols: in 
1895 American vessels carried only 170,500,000 dols., while 
foreign vessels carried 1,286,000,000 dols. The share of our 
foreign trade carried in American vessels in that year was but 
11°7 per cent. of the total, which is the lowest point reached in 
Awerican shipping. The lowest previous record was made in 
1893, when the percentage was 12°2, In 1895 our ships carried 
but 3°18 per cent. of our imports’ from and exports to Great 
Britain ; but 5°44 per cent. of our trade with France ; 6°56 per 
cent. of the trade between the United States and Brazil, and only 
one-third of one per cent. of our trade with Germany. ' 

- “In 1845, when our share in the foreign carrying trade was. 
creditable enough, American ships handled 81 per cent. of our 
imports and exports. In 1855 the figures had been reduced to 
75°6 per cent.; in 1860 to 66°5 per cent.; in 1870 to 35°6 per 
cent.; in 1880 to 17°4 per cent.; in 1890 to 12°9 per cent., and 
in 1895 to 11°7 per cent. , 

“ Tnconspicuous as the American flag is in our own home ports, 
its almost utter absence from many of the great fvreign seaports 
is even more striking. In November 1895, the American 
Consul-General at Bangkok, ina report on the foreign trade of 
Siam, said: ‘The lack of American shipping everywhere is so. 
noticeable as to give the impression among Asiatics that we are 
not a commercial nation. Of over 500 merchant steamers and 
ships that entered the port of Bangkok in 1894 not one was. 
American, Of over 1,700 vessels that entered the ports of Japan 
in the same year only 32 carried our flag.’ : 

“A British Foreign Office report on the commerce of Rio de 
Janeiro for 1895 records that only 51 American ships entered 
that port out of a total of 1,460. At Bahia, in 1894, but one 
American vessel entered, and in 1895 there was none, while Great 
Britain entered 216 vessels, Germany, 161; and France,94. At 
Pernambuco there were entered in 1895, 351 British ships, 120 
Norwegian, and 88 German, with only five American sailing 
vessele, and not a single steamer under the United States flag, © 

“The entries of steamers at Shanghai in 1895 were 1,879 
British, 440 German, 143 Swedish and Norwegian, and two 
American. At Canton, in 1895, there were entered J,596 

British steamers, 127 German, no American steamers, and only 
one American sailing vessel.” : 
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Mr. Search, writing on the subject of the reforms of 
the American Consular Service, states that the work of the 
executive officers of the association during the past year has 
brought them into close relations with many of the consular 
officers of the United States, and there has been an excellent 
opportunity to learn of the merits and shortcomings of the exist- 
ing consular service. The first need of the service is a thorough 
and impartial inspection of all the United States consular 
offices in foreign countries for the purpose of ascertaining 
the changes in personnel and in orgunisation calculated to 
promote the efficiency of the service. Such an inspection 
was urged with much emphasis by the National Association 
of Manufacturers at its last annual convention, and the 
work is now actually in progress as the result of a measure 

ssed by Congress at its fast session. Three attachés of the 

tate Department are now in the field conducting this inspection, 
which already has embraced Mexico, Canada, Great Britain and 
Europe, the West Indies, and portions of South America. 
Reforms of material value have resulted from this inspection, and 
with this important work completed and the Department of State 
fully advised of the condition of the consular offices, there will 
be opportunity to reform the service in a marked degree, 

Even with the information in hand, however, the State Depart- 
ment cannot place the consular service upon the desired basis of 
efficiency without new laws governing appointments, removals, 
paren. and compensation. To secure the best men and the 

ighest degree of efficiency in the service the absolute essentials 
are these :— 

1. A system of appointments and promotions based solely upon 
merit. 

2. Tenure of office during continued good conduct and com- 
petency. 

3. Compensation sufficient to induce competent men to enter 
and remain in the service. 

The consular service of the United States is essentially a 
business institution, and it should be organised and conducted 
upon strictly business principles. The need for a thorough 
reorganisation of the consular service, both in the system and its 

rsonnel, is particularly evident at a time of approaching change 
in the national administration and the attendant scramble for the 
most desirable offices. It has recently been pointed out by an 
ex-Consul that since March 4, 1893, there have been changes in 
about 240 out of a total of 300 consular offices, or four out of 
every five, and those offices which have not been changed are 
those of minor importance only. No matter how competent the 
men may be, iad neues changes must greatly impair the 
efficiency of the service. 

Much attention has been given by the association during the 
ee year to the movement for the creation of a new Federal 

partment, to be  vypend devoted to the commercial and 
industrial interests of the country, and there was introduced in 
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the Senate on March 9, 1896, a Bill providing for the establish- 
ment of a Department of Commerce and Manufactures, embody- 
ing what seems to be the necessary features for such an institution. 
The purpose of this measure is to concentrate in a single depart- 
ment all the bureaus which deal dir2ctly with the commerce and 
industries of the country, taking the Consular Service and 
Bureau of Statistics from the Department of State, and from the 
Treasury Department many bureaus which are related more 
closely to the trade of the country than to the finances of the 
nation. 

With reference to the Paris Exhibition of 1900, the report 
observes that the Department of State proposes to ask for an. 
appropriation of 350,000 dols. to enable the Government of the, 

nited States to accept the invitation and to provide a suitable 
exhibit. 

The report also treats at length of the question of the 
Nicaragua Canal, the tariff, the protection of American patents 
and trade marks, uniform freight classification, and the National 
Bankruptcy Law. 
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IX.—ARGENTINE TRADE. 


(From an American Point of View.) 


According to the “ Manufacturer ” (Philadelphia), the National 
Association of. Manufacturers has issued some new circulars. which 
are of.a more ambitious and valuable kind than any that have 
heretofore gone out. ‘They embody the reports of two commis- 
sions, which were undertaken by the association, one to. South 
America, for which Mr. William Harper, who accompanied the 
delegation as its secretary, makes the report ; the other to Japan, 
in charge of Hon. Robert P. Porter. eal 
Mr. Harper’s report concerns the foreign trade of the Argen- 
tine, Uruguay, and Brazil, and the information presented is such 
that all American exporters will be in a position henceforth to 
judge much better of the conditions which merchants are there 
required to meet. 

The report says that the area of the Argentine Republic is 


1,212,600 square miles. The country is therefore six times as 


large as France, 10 times the size of Great Britain, and about 
two-fifths as large as the United States, excluding Alaska. The 
population of the Republic, by a recent census, is placed at 
3,952,990. In 1869, the inhabitants numbered only 1,737,023. 
Of the foreign element in the population the Italians predomi- 
nate. It is said that there are some 550,000 native Italians in 
the country, and there are about 1,000,000 more who are born of 
Italian parents. 

With Buenos Ayres the commission seems to have been much 
impressed. Mr. Harper, says it is “ the most important and most 
* attractive city of South America.” 

As an agricultural country Argentine, of course, bears a very 
high reputation. It is believed, the report says, that no other 
country in the world can produce wheat so cheaply as the 
Argentine. It is alleged that the cost of wheat delivered at the 

rt of Rosario is only 35 cents per bushel, which includes seed, 
aa agricultural work, and transportation. Cattle and sheep 
raising are also very important industries. The increase in the 
production of wool during the past few years has been phe- 
nomenal. In 1860 the clip amounted to only 45,000,000 lbs. ; 
in 1891 to 310,000,000 lbs., and in 1895 to 452,000,000 Ibs. 

Among the foreign countries which sell in the Argentine mar- 
kets, Great Britain holds the foremost place, though in late years 
she has been losing ground. In 1894, Great Britain had 33°7 per 
cent. of Argentine’s import trade; Germany, 11°5 per cent; 
France, 10°9 per cent. ; the United States, 10°9 per cent.; Belgium, 
9°6 per cent. ; Italy, 9°5 percent. The chief articles of import are 
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cotton Pagers woollen goods, ready-made clothing, drugs, and 
chemicals, pine lumber, wire for fencing, harvesting, and other 
agricultural machinery, building material, printing, paper, silk 
goods, pottery, earthenware, tobacco, and liquors. - 

Mr. Harper ‘states that, although the United States has not 
yet a great share in the Argentine trade, the imports from that 
country during the past five years have increased in a greater 
proportion than from any other country. He thinks further, that 
America wiil suffer several disadvantages in her efforts to increase 
_ her commerce with the Republic. ' 

First, “the amalgamation of races” in the Argentine is such 
that while the Americans are Anglo-Saxon, the Argentines are 
a Latin people. The people come chiefly from Italy, and their 
— and inclinations are naturally for goods like those used at 

ome. 

Secondly, Europe is a greater consumer of Argentine products 
than the United States. ‘Those countries which take her exports 
are therefore likely to profit in selling her their goods. 

Thirdly, Europe has invested sums of money in the Argentine 
so enormous, that the European financial interests predominate in 
the country. ‘ 

The fourth obstacle is “the lack of steamship service and 
banking facilities.” 

Mr. Harper concludes : 

_ “There is hardly a single country which is not now passing 
through great changes in its commercial relation with the out- 
side world, but there is probably none where commercial 
development and changes are more evident and the future 
more promising than in Argentina. . . . In the raising of 
cattle and sheep Argentina can doubtless excel the world, A 
temperate and delightful climate, the rich soil of the level 
and unwooded plains, perfectly adapted to. stock raising and 
agriculture, will in the near future make Argentina one of the 
most important factors in feeding and clothing Europe. As an 
agricultural and pastoral country Argentina, in many respects, 
excels in natural conditions every other country in the world, 
and with the aid of foreign capital, the improved farm machinery 
of to-day, and modern means of communication and transporta- 
tion, her development will be marked and rapid. Up to the 
present the resources of the country have been barely tested.” 
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X—THE TRADE OF LAOS AND THE 
NORTHERN SHAN STATES. 


Laos, also sometimes known as the Shan States, consists of a 
series of separate and partially independent states in South-East 
Asia, bounded on the north by China, and intermixed on the 
other sides with Burma, Siam, and French Indo-China. The 
great Me-Kong river, rising in the highlands of Tibet, traverses 
Laos, and, skirting the eastern boundary of Siam, flows through 
Cambodia into the China Sea near Saigon. This, and the other 
great Siamese river, the Meinam, are the chief channels of 
commerce with the interior. ; 

Paklai, a town in Siam, on the right bank of the Me-Kong, 
about 25 miles above the point where the river turns abruptly 
east, is an entrepOt for the export and import trade of Laos witk 
the outer world, either vid the Mekong to Saigon, or across to 
Utaradit, on the Meinam, and down that river to Bangkok. 

In areport on the trade of Paklai, issued by the Irench 
Colonial Office (“ Journal Officiel,” 15th February 1897), it is 
stated that the route from Bangkok to Paklai vid Utaradit is 
frequented by caravans drawn by elephants or oxen, the majority . 
of them by the latter. These caravans bring from Siam various 
kinds of cotton goods, haberdashery, fancy goods, hardware, men’s 
wearing apparel, and such miscellaneous wares as are commonly 
found at great commercial centres like Colombo, Singapore, 
Saigon, and Bangkok. 

The imports from Bangkok into Laos are of an inferior quality, 
coming chiefly from India, Japan, England, Germany, China, and 
Austria-Hungary. 

- On the return journey to Bangkok through Siam the same 
caravans bring from Paklai the following products :—-Cardamoms, 
lac, hanks of silk, cotton, different kinds of skins, and buffalo and 
stag horns. These come either from Luang-Prabang in French 
Indo-China and the neighbourhood of Paklai, or from Kieng- 
Kang, Nong-kai, and other plac:s on the Me-Kong. 

The spinning mills of Kamagafuci in Japan employ 5,800 work- 
a working day and night in relief of 12 hours at a time. 

ese workpeople are chosen with the greatest care ; they are only 
paid 4d. a day, and out of that wage a compulsory contribution 
to a sick fund of about 10d. a month is held back. By comparing 

- the wages of the West and the Far East, the incredible cheapness 
of cotton piece goods imported from Siam into Laos is partly 
explained. 

Cigarette papers, looking-glasses, wooden combs, coarse 
leather belts with gilt, electro, and nickelled buckles, and pale 
pink and blue china come from German workshops. Boxes 
and kets of tea, coarse delf, and wooden articles come 
from China 3; ready-made clothing, in three invariable sizes, with 
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or without buttons, felt hats of various antiquated shapes, hard 
and soft, the deadstock of the shops of Bombay, Calcutta and 
London, are of English and Indian origin. Haberdashery and 
dyes come from Austria-Hungary in a coarse form, and iu boxes 
glaringly decorated in the lowest style of art with varnished 
pictures of many colcurs. Printed cotton piece-goods, and tissues 
of cotton and silk, or wholly of cotton, iron unworked, and nails 
come from India, England, and Japan. Matches are imported 
from 17 Japanese factories. Umbrellas, velvet-pile - carpets, 
small leather trunks, coloured cotton quilts, gold and silver threads 
of first and second qualities employed in Laotian piece goods, and 
buttons of coloured china, mother-of-pearl, and bone all come from 
Japan ; lastly, the coarse kinds of perfume nearly all bear the 
Japanese trade mark, and advantageously compete as regards price 
with similar goods from India, 

Such are not only the source but also the reason of the excep- 
tional cheapness of goods imported into the districts through 
which the Me-Kong flows. The French colonial report goes on 
to say that the above information is useful in indicating a general 
idea of the Laos trade and affording hints to the traders of Tonkin 
and Cochin-China who are asking what openings and what future 
there is for that country which extends from the frontiers of 
China to those of Cambodia. The Laotian region is immense, 
and the trading advantages which may be utilised are many, varying 
according to the various countries, the more or less easy ways of 
communication, and the proximity to or distance from a commercial 
and industrial centre. What is important to understand is the 
constant growth of the oo of other — merchandise 
into Laos to the complete detriment of French e. 

As a remedy to the existing situation, the report recommends 
that French traders should devote more attention to the French 
possessions in so far as regards the merchandise most sought 
after, so that, after acquainting themselves with Bangkok prices 
and the sale prices of the different districts of Laos, it will be 
possible to them to compete with foreign products. 

It is true that the means of penetration into Laos from the 
Indo-Chinese side are at present almost completely wanting, and, 
anyhow, most difficult for the trader, especially when encumbered 
with merchandise, but they are not so bad as those of the 
Bangkok route. Chinese, Burmese, and Laotian traders take 
five and a half months going and returning on the route between 
Bangkok, Paklai, and the Me-Kong. Now, the same goods 
coming from Tonkin as a head centre would traverse a far 
shorter route vid the Black river (the Song-bo), and thence vid 
Vanby, Laichou, and the Nam-hou river to Luang-Prabang, on the 
Me-Kong—about 40 days in all. Luang-Prabang is a fortified 
town and centre of trade, with a population of about 9,000, on the 
left bank of the Me-Kong at its confluence with the Nam-hou 
From this point to Paklai, down the Me-Kong, is a journey- of 
10 days. e only great difficulty about this route is the want 
of means of transport, but with the development of trade this 
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will disappear, more especially if a regular service of trans by. 

It would anyhow appear to be desirable that the following kinds 
of cheap goods should be brought under the notice of the inhabitants 
of the Laos States :—Silver, steel, and nickel watches; plated 
gold and silver rings and long-shaped earrings ; gold, silver, 
metal, and even steel bracelets, furnished with little chains ; and 
clocks on metal pedestals : this is a branch of trade which would 
prove remunerative in Laos, where as yet it has hardly made its 
appearance. It might be also advantagecus to manufacture 
jewellery according to the local fashion, and to import the follow- 
ing descriptions of goods, which are much in demand, viz., 
ploughing implements, ey tools, nails (assorted), pewter, 
eather, and iron cups, gilt-headed nails, umbrellas, copper rings, 
little lead and iron chains for fixing on fishing nets, bridle and 
stirrup. irons, awls with handles, cheap saddles and bridles, metal 
sheep-bells, copper and iron locks and bolts, gimlets, scissors, — 
soldering irons, pincers, iron wire of different sorts, horse-shoe 
shaped irens for paddles, very cheap iron lanterns with sliding 
= needles of various sizes, and women’s hairpins with fancy 

eads, copper and iron basins, copper cooking utensils of the 
shape and price found in Tonkin, pile carpets with patterns of 
flowers or animals or hunting subjects in g ering polychromatic 
colours, mosquito netting, cigarette holders, wooden pipes, 
ineerschaum and imitation amber. 

In Upper Siam, on the Me-Ping, 180 miles N.E. of Moulmein, 
the Burmese port at the mouth of the Salwin, is the important 
town of Chieng-Mai or Zimme, with a population rough 
estimated at 100,000, and the chief centre of the Siamese te 
trade. If the proposed: railway from Bangkok to Chieng-Mai, 
with a branch from that place to Moulmein, were completed, the 
trade with Laos and the Northern Shan States would be largely 


‘developed, and an alternative route for the exports thence to that 


proposed in the French colonial report would be opened up. 

Mr. Archer, Her Majesty’s Consul at Chieng-Mai, in a recent 
report to the Foreign Office (Annual Series, No. 1793) states that 
the trade of his district with the Shan States continues brisk, 
No returns are available, but, judging from the increasing 
number of Shan traders, trade on the north-western boundary 
is flourishing, principally owing to the absence of export duty, 
tolls, or restrictions of any kind. On the other hand, trade with 
Luang-Prabang, in the newly acquired French territory on the 
east side of Mekong, is as sluggish as ever, and there is, so far, 
no prospect of any improvement in that direction. The same 

ort states that the trade. of Chieng-Mai with Yunan is incon- 
siderable, opium being the only important article of import, and 
that the transit trade through the district from Moulmein to 
Chiengtung and Yunan in piece goods is declining. 9 
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XI—THE LIKIN TAX IN CHINA. 


The tax in China which is best known to foreigners, or, at all 
events, most talked about, is that known as “ Likin.” It used to 
be regarded as illegal, as being only another of the many 
“ squeezes” imposed by mandarins and their underlings at their 
own pleasure. This, however, is to misdescribe it, It is just as 
legal as any other form of taxation, being imposed by Imperial 
Decree, which is the highest form of legislation known to China. 
Ite expediency is quite another matter, and in form and incidence 
it is as objectionable as it is possible for a tax to be. : 

According to a report to the Foreign Office by Mr. G. Jamieson, 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Shanghai, the likin in its present form 
first began to make its appearance about the year 1853, but it 
was not until 1860-61 when the measures put forth to suppress 
the rebellion necessitated a large expenditure, that it was made 
universal. The falling off of the land tax owing to the devastated 
state of the country, made it imperative to find money in some 
form, and probably at the time it was the only possible means. 
But it was always admitted by the authorities to be abnormal 
and objectionable, and promises were made again and again that 
when peace should have been restored, and the finances of the 
country had again recovered their pristine condition, the likin 
should be abolished. That event, however, has never arrived. 
On the contrary, the demand for money has become more and 
more urgent, and each succeeding year sees the likin net cast 
wider and wider. 

The method of collection is as follows :—-An Imperial Decree 
having been obtained authorising the levy of likin, the provincial 
authorities proceed to establish a central bureau presided over 
by one or more officers of high rank, and mark out all the 
AP where subordinate stations are to be placed. At each 
of these a wei-yuen, or small official, is put in charge, who is 
responsible to the head office. The stations are placed at all 
the large towns, and along the main routes, whether by land or 
water. Their numbers and frequency depend on the amount 
of the trade, and the extent to which it will stand taxing without 
being absolutely strangled. In some places, as along the lower 

rts of the Grand Canal, the barriers follow one another at 
intervals of 20 miles or so. In other places where trade is 
scanty and the barriers can be turned by detours, there are few, 
if any. A tariff is arranged, and is supposed to be published 
for general information, but nothing is more difficult than to 
get accurate information either from the merchants or officials 
on this point. In point of fact, neither party seems to pay much 
attention to the authorised tariff. Nearly all boats are p: 

by a system of bargaining, the officials ask so much, the merchant 
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makes a bid, and they haggle till they come to terms. Of course 
there is the inevitable douceur or tea money, and probably the 
higher the douceur the easier the terms. Many regular traders 
commute for a lump sum either for the particular voyage or for 
a particular trade. The Shanghai Piece-Goods Guild have thus 
for a number.of years commuted all their likin dues on foreign 
goods sent to Soochow. This works well enough for the guild, 
but it tends to foster a monopoly. An outsider sending cotton 
piece-goods to Soochow is “squeezed” unmercifully. The likin 
officers take all they can get, and the guild give him no assistance, 
because they regard hin as an interloper. If he asks for a 
transit pass, difficulties and delays are thrown in his way. From 
the “ Likin Regulations for the province of Chekiang,” it appears 
that merchandise in transit is taxed at each successive barrier 
alternately 3 and 2 per cent. until it has passed four barriers, 
giving a maximum of 10 per cent., after which it is free for the 
rest of the province. But it should be observed that this is 
only for one province, and should the goods be destined to pass 
through another province, the same process recommences. Thus, 
for instance, silk cocoons coming from the southern part of 
Chekiang, and bound for Shanghai, might conceivably be called 
upon to pay up to 20 per cent. As a matter of fact, the rates 
actually paid are never so oppressive as that, partly because of the 
above-mentioned system of bargaining, and also partly, strange to 
say, because the several likin offices will actually underbid one 
another to get the business. If there are alternative routes, as 
there usually are in the canal districts, the merchant is ina 
Position to say, “‘ How much will you pass my goods for ?” and by 
threatening to go by the other route, drive an advantageous 
bargain. In this way 100 bales or piculs are passed as 80, 60, 50, 
as the case may be, and thus the rigour of the tariff is somewhat 
mitigated. It would, of course, be officially denied that such 
practices exist, but there is the concurrent testimony of too many 
traders to leave room for doubt. At all events it seems certain 
that merchants can always make better terms by humouring the 
likin officials tian by standing out for the strict letter of the tariff, 
which, moreover, being entirely within the control of the local 
authorities, can be changed at any time. 

A tax termed the “loti shui” which may mean either a 

owers’ tax or a terminal tax, has within recent years been 
revived and pe eecnge with the likin. It has formed an 
opportune and effective weapon for neutralising the effect of 
the transit pass when desired. The likin properly is a tax on 
merchandise in transit, and the treaty transit pass exactly covers 
the ground. The loti shui is a tax on goods either before the 
transit has commenced or after it has terminated. Thus, on silk 
cocoons purchased in the interior for t-ansit to Shanghai on which 
the transit pass duty amounts to 1°50 taels per picul, it has been 
the practice to exact from the growers or first purchasers a loti 
shui of about four times that amount. It is now paid as part 
of the ordinary likin on all cocoons or silk goods leaving the 
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growing districts, even when accompanied by a transit pass. If 
the foreign buyer will not pay, the native broker has got to, and 
so it is simpler for the foreigner to pay or else he cannot get his 
cocoons. 


It appears further that the likin is being extended to industrial 


works directly and apart from taxation of the produce. It. 


recently happened that a fee of 200 taels was paid to the 
likin office fur a license to open a new brick factory, and 
for some time the silk weavers in Soochow have been paying a 
sma)l monthly levy per loom as likin. An attempt to increase 
it produced a riot, as was recently reported in the local newspapers. 
There is in fact no branch of the national industry, apparently, to 
which this tax may not be applied—the only limit being, as in 
Soochow, the fear of a riot. 

The total revenue yielded by the likin may be set down as 
12,952,000 tael:, and practically the whole of it is paid by the 
riparian and southern seaboard provinces, and little or nothing is 
contributed by the northern and western (Szechuan excepted). 
Probably the physical conditions of the country have been the 
determining causes in this marked distinction, but it also indicates 
in a very striking manner where the real wealth of the country 
lies. The whole of the likin, it may be said, is borne by the trade 
of the Yangtze and the Canton rivers and their affluents.— 
(Foreign Office Miscellaneous Series, No, 415.) 


| 
| 
. 


GROWTH OF THE ‘(NIPPON YUSEN KAISHA.” [Mar. 1897. 


XIL—THE GROWTH OF THE “NIPPON YUSEN 
KAISHA.” 


The Japanese Navigation Company, known as the Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha had its origin 30 years ago, and grew with 
t steadiness in the face of many difficulties. In 1870 it 
fied oaly three steamers of over 1,000 tons, and six years 
later it had 12 such vessels, and six sailing vessels and others, 
making a total fleet of 42. After this the N.Y.K. absorbed the 
Union Navigation Company, and the services were extended to 
China, Corea, and Vladivostock. 

In 1892, with the rapid development of the cotton-spinning 
industry in Japan, the Company established a line of steamers to 
ply between Japan and Bombay. Vessels flying the flag also 
“made frequent voyages to Australia and Hawaii, carrying 
emigrants. Throughout this era the Company received from the 
Treasury a yearly subsidy, to maintain several special mail routes, 
and to place its vessels at the disposal of the Government for 
transport and mail purposes. In 1894, when war broke out 
between China and Japan, it became necessary to purchase 
many others, not only to augment the Government transports, but 
also to obviate any prolonged interruption of the regular maritime 
trade. The Company had no less than 50 steamers engaged, 
throughout a space of nine months, in transport service that required 
the constant navigation of dangerous and unfamiliar seas in the 
depth of winter. Most of these ships were officered and manned 
by Japanese alone. 

The successful issue of the war gave a marked impulse to 
maritime enterprise, and the Company increased its capital to 
22 million yen, and determined to establish regular steamship 
services to America, Europe, and Australia, for which latter 
purpose it gave orders for the construction of a number of large 
and powerful steamers. With such a capital and with a fleet of 
' 67 steamers—soon to be considerably augmented—aggregating 
133,600 tons, the majority of them new, the Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha now ranks among the greatest enterprises of the kind in 
the world. The regular services maintained by it, independently 
of its lines between all the eng ports in Japan, are with 
_ China, Asiatic Russia, the Philippine Islands, Hawaii, the Straits 
Settlements, India, the Red and Mediterranean Seas, Europe, 
America, and Australia. Trips are also made at frequent intervals 
to Java, Cochin-China, and the South Sea Islands. In Yokohama 
it has ironworks for making and repairing ships’ appliances, and 
a stores department for supplying its fleet. From depdts at 
Otaru and Shimonoseki its steamers obtain coal, and in Tokio a 
lighter department is organised for facilitating the transport of 
cargo between that city and Yokohama (“ Straits Budget ”). 
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XIII.—THE CIGAR INDUSTRY OF DINDIGUL.* 


Dindigul, situated on the South Indian Railway, is a town 
unimportant in itself, but the hide tanneries and the cigar i] 
manufactories situated there, the latter especially, have gained 
for it a world-wide reputation. Very little tobacco cultivation'is 
carried on in Dindigul itself, but it is the centre of the tobacvo- 
growing districts ; and this, combined with the extreme dryness 
of the atmosphere, renders the town eminently suited to the 
purpose, In cigar manufacture this point is of primary import- 
ance, since, on the condition of the atmosphere, depends to a 
very great extent, the quality of the cigar manufactured. The 
tobacco used may be of unquestionable quality, yet a damp climate A 
would materially affect its virtue when cigars are made of.-it. a 
Hence, therefore, Dindigul has gained name and fame, not only - q 
throughout the length and breadth of India, but wherever a | 
cigar is deemed an essential luxury, which practically means all 
the world over. 

The pioneer of the industry, like the pioneers of a great many 
business enterprises in India, was a soldier—a retired Madras 
colonel. He foresaw a great industry in the near future, and 
initiated what has become the large and prosperous industry of 
to-day, by forming a syndicate, nfortunately, like most first 
ventures, it came to an untimely end; people in the old times, 
perhaps, expected large and quick returns, and did not understand Hy 
the secret of waiting for success, The next in the field was also — i] 
a foreigner, founder of a firm. still existing in Bombay: but it 
must not be understood that meantime native enterprise was at a 
standstill, for the native manufacturer, both at Dindigul and 
Trichinopoly, reaped a — harvest from cigars as long ago 1] 
as 100 years back, but their output was a mere crudity compared 1] 
with the European-manufactured cigar of even the colonel’s time. 
With the opening of another factory at Guindy, near Madras, and 
the growing competition in the cigar trade, an imposing esta- 
blishment was eventually opened at Dindigul. So much for the 
cigar manufacturing firms of India as first ventures. Now there 
are in Dindigul two large European factories, working in direct 
and close opposition to each other, so that the public should ) 
materially benefit, not only in the quality of their cigars, but also ) 
in the price per 100 which, to most people, is of more consequence, 

The cigar manufacturer is not a tobacco cultivator. The - 
combined business was given a trial, and the. results were such ; 
as not only to justify, but to restrict the manufacturer to manu- | 
facture alone, Like most purchasers of produce, the manufacturer | 


is, to a very great extent, in the hands of the cultivator. Advances 
of money have to be made for crops, or, in other words, crops are 


* Copital” (Calentta). 
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purchased before they have been sown; but the understanding 
between them is very distinct, and no tobacco is accepted if it is not 
approved of. It is to this approval or sampling of tobacco that 
the public owe the best cigars. The test is a severe one, and 
often an expert hesitates before rejecting for some defect an 
otherwise really good sample. 

The sampling is conducted in the following manner :—A couple 
of European experts, with about a dozen natives, receive the 
samples from the contractors in what is known as “ hands,” i.e., a 
handful of leaves measuring from the stock ends. These hands 
are given to the experts, who feel and examine each leaf as to 
its consistency and the amount of “gum” on the leaf, its texture, 
colour, and the nature of the fibres, whether coarse or fine. If 
the sample does not satisfy this preliminary test, it is at once 
rejected and another one brought forward. ‘The rejected sample, 
however, may be shown again as inferior leaves for “ fill ups,” 
ie., the interior portion of a cigar, which may consist of a 
rejection, good in many points, but wanting in one or more 
points. When a sample has passed the preliminary test, it is 
subjected to a fire test. Each sampler, natives included, takes 
a leaf, rolls it up into a rough cigar and commences to smoke it, 
inhaling and sniffing at the smoke to discover the aroma. When 
the cigars have burned down about an inch, they are handed in 
for examination of the ash and the manner in which the tobacco 
has burned, whether regular or irregular. The experts, after 
judging the quality of the ash, flick it off to find out another 
necessity of a good leaf, i.e., the “ point.” If the glowing portion 
left after flicking off the ash assumes a point it is a good sample ; 
therefore, the sharper the point the better the tobacco. It is 
not such an easy matter to judge the ash ; for, although a white 
ash indicates good tobacco as a general rule, the opposite may 
ofttimes be the case, and experts admit that a grey ash needs 
careful judgment. It may mean a first class leaf or the very 
contrary. This sampling is continued “hand” by “hand” for 
about a week, usually during January and October. The amount 
of nicotine swallowed by these samplers is no joke, and as tannin 
acts on the tea-taster, so does nicotine on the tobacco-sampler. 
Smoking, which ordinarily is a luxury to him, must be eschewed 
till the sick feeling wears off. 

On the conclusion of this week’s sampling, the orders for 
requirements are given, and godowns cleaned out to receive the 
bales of tobacco. The tobacco leaf, when received from the 
cultivator, though ripe, is not fit for immediate use, and has to 
. be carefully stored till it gradually further matures. This needs 
constant attention, and the turning of the leaves from time to time. 
When the godowns contain many thousand rupees’ worth of 
tobacco leaves, the labour and trouble may well be imagined. 

Thus far there is the factory with its godowns stored with six 
months’ supply of tobacco, but this is not ali that is wanting ; there 
is yet another matter of detail and expenditure, and an absolutely 
necessary one. The Indian-grown tobacco leaf is unsuited as outer 


: 


Mar. 1897.) THE CIGAR INDUSTRY OF DINDIGUL. 303 


wrappers or coverings for the better-classed cigars. The manu- 
facturer has, therefore, to look further afield to obtain a leaf, light 
and elegant, to give finish to an otherwise perfect cigar. It is here 
that the expense is heaviest, since tobacco leaves from Java, 
Sumatra, &c. have to be imported at great cost. To minimise this 
heavy cost a large quantity is purchased at one time, and of necessity 
has to be most carefully stored to prevent deterioration and loss. 
It is singular that Java and Sumatra can produce a superior 
tobacco leaf to India; but it is due to the fact that tobacco- 
cultivation in those regions receives more care and attention 
than the native of India can be induced to give it. The Java 
and Sumatra leaf is smaller, finer, and silkier. It is not naturally 
so, and this condition is due purely to culture. The day is far 
distant when the Indian-grown leaf will equal it, and it is very 
improbable that Europeans will ever compete with the natives 
in its cultivation ; until they do so, manufacturera must continue 
to import the Java and Sumatra leaf, and the public must continue 
to pay dearer for their cigars. 
vbacco has so iar been dealt with purely in respect to its 
rowth and the manner in which it reaches the cigar manufacturer 
in its crude state, ze., as leaf. In its greatest perfection it is still a 
tobacco leaf, and it needs skilful manipulating to transform it into 
the fragrant and indispensable cigar. To describe the manufac- 
ture, &c. of cigars from start to finish, it is necessary to go 
through a factory step by step. The workroom in a factory is a 
spacious hall, along the walls of which the workmen sit in two 
rows facing each other. Each workman has a lad as an assistant, 
who sits opposite him, and between them is a zinc-covered board 
and a box containing the tobacco leaves necessary for a day’s out- 
ut, the paste to fasten down draggle ends of leaf, and the nippers, 
nife, scissors, and other implements necessary for the business. 
The number of workmen depends entirely on the demand for 
cigars, for labour is not only plentiful in Dindigal, but also cheap, 
being situated as it is in the rice-consuming districts of India. 
ork in a cigar factory commences at 6 a.m., at which hour 
the workmen are admitted through the factory gates. They do 
not proceed direct to the workroom, but to the drying yard, an 
open, cemented yard, kept scrupulously clean, at one end of 
which are situated the soaking cisterns, into which “hands” of 
leaves have been dipped—and only dipped—the night previous, 
and then spread out to dry. The dipping is done to ba the 
leaves and render them pliable when placed in the hands of the 
workman the following morning. It is here then that the work- 
men receive their complement of tobacco leaves daily sufficient 
for their day’s work. The workmen in turn hand over the leaves 
to their boy assistants, who immediately proceed to spread them 
out to dry on the cemented floor. A sunny day is, therefore, 
indispensable, and a wet one to the cigar manufacturer and his 
workmen means practically no work. The youngsters work like 
ants, turning and setaang $0 damp leaves, the sooner to dry 
them and render them workable ; for, working as they do on the 
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contract system, on the day’s output depends their remuneraticn. 
When the drying is fully completed the boy takes his place, as 
already stated, in front of his mate, and the day’s work commences 
in right earnest. There is no time lost, and the boy employs his 
little fingers busily in the preliminary work of cigar manufacture. 
He cuts up bits of tobacco in lengths, known as “ fill ups,” and 
when a sufficiency is in hand, he deftly rolls them together on the 
zine-covered board before him and covers them with a leaf called 
the inner wrapper. His work is roughly done and ends here. 

This roughly-wrapped cigar is then taken in hand by his adult 
partner, and the nicety of cigar manufacture comes in. He 
judges, with an experienced eye, the rough cigar, and then pro- 
ceeds to give it shape and finish; he tightens the rolling by 
re-rolling it, judges its weight, &c., and then, if the cigar is a 
superior quality one, envelops it in a Java or Sumatra leaf, of 
which he has a stock ready eut on hand for the purpose ; if other- 
wise, in a leaf of Indian growth. The cigar is placed on the leaf, 
and then with a rapid roll it is enveloped. To tip this with the 
leaf evenly overlapped all round needs experience, but a finished 
workman with a dexterous twist of his fingers finishes it off, while 
a touch of arrowroot paste firmly fastens it down. The cigar, as 
far as the workman is concerned, is ready, and he continues with 
the next one, and so on. An industrious workman has been 
known to make as many as 5,000 cigars in one day, and, as_pay- 
ments are made accordingly, the workroom of a factory is, indeed, 
a busy place. 

At the conclusion of a day’s work each workman takes his 
day’s out-turn of cigars to a machine, where their length is - 
measured and the surplus ends cut off. They are then taken to 
an expert. He examines each cigar as to its size, weight, colour, 
quality of tobacco, &c., and passes such only as bear this critical 
test, rejecting any possessing the smallest defect. Of course, this 
is a loss to the workmen, but the rejections from one class are 
often good enough for another class of cigars. The weight of a 
cigar is a very important matter of detail, as every hundred are 
strictly set down at a certain fixed weight; this being absolutely 
necessary for purposes of export. 

The cigars have now to be put up in hoxes, which is done in a 
separate department. The making of cigar boxes is an adjunct 
to a cigar factory, is relegated to an entirely separate depart- 
ment, and is usually given out under: contract. Here carpenters 
are employed sawing up huge logs of seasoned cedar-wood, 
obtained from Palghaut, where the cedar grows abundantly, into 
boards, which are again converted into boxes. Thousands of 
cigar boxes are always on hand to meet any unforeseen emergency. 
From the carpenter the boxes are transferred to an open shed, 
where they are branded with the firm’s name and the quality of 
their future contents. They have yet to be further dealt with, 
and are now forwarded to the papering room, in which women 
alone are employed. Here those elaborate labele, sometimes 
almost works of art, are pasted on to them. When dry they 
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are sent on to the filling room, and are filled with their 
complement of cigars, Each box, as it is filled, is placed in a 
press, and the lid gently pressed down. When taken from the 
press, they are finally nailed down, only to be opened by the 
consumer. 
With the nailing down of the lid of a box of cigars, the final 
rocess, however, is not concluded. The cigars are as yet too 
h, and need drying ; they are, therefore, stored in the drying 
rooms, in which, by means of stoves kept lighted day and night, 
a gentle and equal supply of heat is maintained. It is practically 
a gentle baking process the cigar boxes are subjected to. When 
deemed sufficiently baked, the boxes are stored away in dry 
godowns, and are now thoroughly fit for consumption. It may 
sound incredible, but it is by no means unusual for one of these 
factories to despatch 50,000 cigars in one day. Placing the 
average price per hundred at Rs. 2, this means Rs. 1,00,000. 
It may well be asked why pipe tobaccus and cigarettes are not 
undertaken by the Dindigal manufacturers. One reason, un- 


doubtedly, is that the cigar industry is sufficiently lucrative in 
itself, but there are others equally valid. Indian pipe tobaccos 
could never compete in quality and price with the Kurope-made 
article. Expensive machinery would have to be purchased, and 
European experts employed; this, in itself, would be a heavy 
strain on a firm. The same might apply, but with greater force, 
to the manufacture of cigarettes; but there is absolutely no 


reason why snuff made in India should not be equal to the im- 
ported article; and at some future date, when trade competition 
becomes keener, and more factories are established in Dindigul, 
manufacturers will be glad te employ tobacco for every use to 
which it can be put. 
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XIV.—THE PINEAPPLE INDUSTRY OF 
SINGAPORE. 


Though prominent among those industries peculiarly local in 
their character, and indigenous to the soil and climate, the 
magnitude of the pineapple industry in Singapore is little 
understood. It will be better realised by the fact that as many 
as 22 firms are engaged in the island in the preparation and export 
business alone, leaving on one side the many other people who 
confine their attention exclusively to the cultivation of the fruit. 
During the year 1896, these 22 firms managed to export between 
them something like 4,800,000 pineapples, enclosed in 200,000 
caser. This means business; and it is a business in which there 
is a lively competition. The majority of the traders and exporters 
are Chinese, and they employ a large number of people. Singapore 
has, according to some authorities, the very best soil and climatic 
conditions for the cultivation of the fruit, and the pine pples 
grown on the hills in the neighbourhood are reputed to be the 
finest in the world. In Singapore itself, where pineapples are as 
cheap almost as cherries in Kent, and where their rich perfume 
pervades the streets in the season, the fruit is not so highly 
appreciated. At home, however, the pine is one of the most 
popular of all the imported fruits, and its popularity may be 
’ fairly gauged from the fact that nearly the whole of the produce 
of the island of Singapore is readily taken up by the English 
market. 

In the principal establishment of the town, not only are the 
pines aa sep and preserved on the premises, but the tins for 
putting the pines in are made and stamped there, and also the 
wooden cases. 

The pineapples are first deprived of their hard outer skins by 
a number of Chinamen, all wearing indiarubber gloves. The 
gloves are worn for a two-fold purpose: first for cleanliness, 
and, second, to prevent the hands of the workers becoming 
blistered by the acids of the fruit. As soon as the outside 
is duly peeled, the hard core is taken out by means of a 
hollow tin tube, and the fruit then goes into tubs of fresh 
cold water to be washed preparatory to preservation. Con- 
tinental countries are not particular about the core being taken 
out, but this is insisted upon for the English and American 
markets, The fruit is placed in tins, which have been previousl: 
cleansed in lukewarm water, and the interstices are filled up with 
syrup. The solderers carefully fit on and solder down the lids, 
though one minute orifice is left, through which the air may 
escape, and the fruit is then boiled for a quarter of an hour. 
Then the tins are taken out and re-soldered, and boiled again for 
an hour and a half, by which time the process is at an end, the 
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fruit is ready for market, and is guaranteed to be good for five 
years. During the slack season the fruit is boiled in the usual 
way, but, when the work is brisk, boilers, heated by steam, are 
used, which will boil 10,000 in a day of 10 hours. The boilers are 
of copper, but the tins rest upon wooden frames, which are lifted 
in and out by pulleys. 

The syrup is made from the juice of the pines which are not 
sufficiently ripe for packing, and from pure white Java sugar. 
The fruit could not be preserved without this pineapple juice. 
The pines are packed in the tins in various forms. There are, 
first of all, the “chunks.” These are little square blocks of the best 
and fleshiest portions of the fruit, neatly packed into the: tin so 
that they can be easily taken out with a fork. Then there are 
also stili smaller cubes and slices, not forgetting the well-known 
corkscrew style, which gives a pineapple such an attractive 
appearance on the table. The tins, having been piled up in a 
warehouse for from 10 to 15 days, are then re-examined, and, if 
satisfactory, are packed in cases, each case holding 24. The 
weight of the pines varies. They weigh two, two and a half, 
three, three and a half, and four pounds, 

Several rooms are filled to the roof with empty tins, huge boxes 
of lids finding a place in another apartment, and as many as 
100,000 tins are kept in the place at a time, none too many when 
everything is in full swing. The tin for making them is imported 
from Wales; and the Chinamen engaged in the work turn them 
out from the machine at a prodigious rate, 

The pineapple season. begins about the middle of November 
and it runs out in the middie of March. There isa busy time 
again in July and August. The pineapple is.not a fruit that can 
be planted in one week and see the fruit ripening in the next. Put 
your plant in the ground, and it will be 18 months before it yields 
any fruit, and this accounts for the variation in the supplies. 

The establishment to which reference has been prs + exported 
during 1896 35,000 cases of pineapples, each case containing 
two dozen, Most of these went to England, Shanghai, with 
6,000 cases, being the next best customer. It is not generally 
known, perhaps, that, out of the fine silken fibre to be got out of 
the green leaves of the pineapple, the Javanese make very good 
sarongs and bajus. This fibre is stronger than jute, and, if some 
machinery could be invented for getting the fibre away cheaply, 
it might possibly be of some commercial value. 

The firm are patentees of a new patent for preserving the 
pineapple and other fruit for exportation in their natural state. 
Operations will be commenced as soon as all the patent rights 
required have been secured. Whether the new business will be 
successful, or will materially affect the sale of fruit preserved in 
the ordinary way, depends entirely upon the public taste. 
(“Straits Budget.”) 
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XV.—NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF BARBADOS. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Colonial Office a 
copy of an Act fixing a tariff of duties on goods imported into the 
Colony of Barbados, which was to come into force on 1st January 
1897 and remain in force till 31st December of the same year. 
During the period referred to the following import duties will be 


levied :— 
Articles. Rate of Duty. 
£ s. d. 
Arrowroot and all other the 100 lbs. - - 
Asses, each - - - 
Bran, pollard, and oats, the 100 Ibs. - - - 0 0 7% 
Bread, pilot, and navy, and the 100 Ibs. 
Bricks, the 1,000 - - - -| 05 0 
Butter, the 100 Ibs. - -;| 0 8 4 
Oleomargarine, margarine, and their compounds, the me Ibs. -| O 4 2 
- Candles, other than tallow, the 100 7 ot) ORs 
Do., tallow, the 100 Ibs. 
Cement, the barrel - - 
Cheese, the 100 Ibs. -~ 08 4 4 
Coal, and the mixed preparations thereof, and coke, a9 ton -f 0 S38 
Cocoa, the 100 Ibs. - - 
Cordage (except twines), the 100 lbs. - -| 0 8 0 
Corn, maize, barley, and » 100 Ibs. - 0 0 6 
Firearms, each « ° | 010 0 
ish : 
Dried, salted, or smoked, the 112 lbs. - - . © 1 6 
Pickled, other than trout or salmon, the barrel - - 
Do., trout or salmon, the barrel - ~ - - 0 4 2 
Flour, wheat or rye, the barrel of 196 Ibs. - 042 
Grain (including beans and peas) not already specified, the 100 lbs. oo 9 
Indian meal, or other —_ the barrel of 196 Ibs. - - 01 8 
Hay, the 100 Ibs. 4 3 00 8 
Horses, under 14 hands high, cok - - - - 010 0 
Do., all others, each - 20 °0 
Lard, the 100 Ibs. - 0 4 2 
Liquors :— 
‘Malt liquor, cider, and perry in wood, the cask 64 gallons - 018 9 
Do., do., do., in bottles, reputed quarts, the dozen - 0.:2:-.3 
Spirits and cordials, except rum and a, and perfumed spirits to 
be used as perfumery only, the 010 0 
Gin, for every golice below or equal to proof by Sykes’ hydro- 
meter 05 0 
Do., for every higher a of proof, in : proportion _ 
Rum, for every \ weave low or equal to proof by Sykes hyaro- 
meter - 05 0 
Do., for every higher degree of proof, in n proportion - - _ 
, Wine, sparkling, per gallon - - - 0 5 0 
Do., all other kinds, per gallon 0 2 0 
Manures and fertilisers, other than the raw manure re of horses, mules, 
sheep and cattle, the ton - 0 4 2 
Manure, raw, of horses, mules, sheep, and cattle, the ton 0 0 6 
Matches, lucifer and other kinds, the gross of 12 on hamen, each 
box to contain not exceeding 100 sticks - - 0.3: 
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Articles. Rate of Duty, 3 
s. d. 
Matches, boxes any or less to be 
in proportion —y 
Meat, salted or cured, the 100 Ibs. - - - . 042 
Metals, new :— 
Composition nails, bolts, bars, rods, sve, and snes, the 
100 Ibs. - 642 
Copper in sheets, rods, bars, bolts, nails, ‘rivets, the 
100 Ibs. 


Iron hoops, bare, ona rods, the 100 lbs. - - 

Iron nails, spikes, rivets, and clinches, ~ 100 Ibs. - 

Lead, sheet and pipe, the 100 Ibs. = a 

Yellow metal, in sheets, the 100 lbs. - - - 
Metals, old 

Copper, brass, and pewter, 100 Ibs. - 
Molasses, per gallon - 
Mules, of the value of 12/. 10s. and upwards, cost . 
Mules, under the value of 12/, 10s., cost - - - 
Oil, kerosene, the gallon - . - = - 
Oil meal and oil cake, the 100 Ibs. - - - 
Oxen, bulls, and cows, each - - - 
Rice, the 100 Ibs. - - 
Salt, the ton - 
Sheep and goats,each = - - - 
Soap, the 100 lbs. - - 
Swine, except sucking pigs, cca - - 
Sugar, the 100 Ibs. - - - 
Tallow, the 100 Ibs. - - - m 
Tea, the ib. ~ - - 
Tobacco :-— 

Cigars, and the Ib. 

Snuff, the Ib. 

Other manufactured tobsces, the lb. 

Do., if in outer packages of less as 80 Ibs., net weight éach, 

Leaf, the lb. - 

Do., in packages of Tess 50 Ibs. net weight each, 
the 


. 


Wood :— 

Hemlock, birch, beech, white pine, pitch pine, and spruce, ans 

1,000 feet superficial measurement of 1 inch thickness —- 
° Hoops, whether coiled or straight, the 1,200 pieces - 

All other kinds, except in naves, faibeae, mpoken, and unsquared 
posts, the 100 cubic feet - 

Shingles of all descriptions, the 1 ,000 - 

Staves, white and red oak, whether cms or anne a in bundles, 
or shooks, the 1,200 pieces 

Oxbows, the dozen - 

Truss hoops, the set of nine 


eco 


All articles not in this table particularly enumerated or elsewhere 
particularly exempted, to pay 10 per cent. ad valorem, 


The following Articles are exempt from Duty, 


All articles for the use of the Governor of the Island. 
All articles and things whatsoever imported by the local govern- 
ment for the police or for public institutions, 
All articles specially imported for the use or decoration or ( 
; building or repairing of any place of worship and not imported for 
sale on the certificate to that effect of the officiating minister, 
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All articles and things of every description imported by an 
naval officer on full pay in Her Majesty's ae for his a a 
accommodation on the certificate to that effect of the officer so 
importing. 

The Governor purchasing any articles whatsoever, shall be 
entitled to have the duty refunded to him out of the public 
treasury on the warrant of the Governor-in-Executive Committee 
on the eertificate that he is entitled to the refund. 


When horses are purchased by the Governor direct from the 
importer within six months after the date of import, the duty 
shall be allowed him on the warrant of the Governor-in-Executive 
Committee on the certificate that he is entitled to the refund. 

All articles and things of every description imported as general, 
military, or naval stores for the use of Her Majesty’s Military and 
Naval forces and all building materials and supplies, imported or 
taken out of bond under the authority of Her Majesty’s treasury 
for military and naval services, under certificate from the head 
of the department concerned. Chargers imported by, and bond 
fide the property of field officers, or departmental officers of 
relative rank, or of staff. officers or adjutants of regiments, and 
necessary for the proper discharge of their military duties, under 
a certificate from the Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Articles of personal and horse equipment necessary for the 
performance of military duty, under a certificate from the head of 
the department concerned. Horses imported for the commissariat 
department, purchased for the commissariat department within 
six months of their being imported, under a certificate from the 
head of the commissariat department. 


All bond fide official supplies sent for the use of any consular 
officer by his Government, if the Governor-in-Executive Com- 
mittee, on proof that such Government accords to British consular 
officers within its territory similar treatment, thinks fit, as a matter 
of courtesy, to exempt such supplies from Customs duties, provided 
always that such consular ofticer before receiving such supplies, free 
of duty, shall make a declaration before the Comptroller that such 
supplies are sent by his Government for his use as a consular 
officer; and provided also that any such exemption shall not 
exempt the Counts from Customs duties generally, — 

Asphalt. 

Belting for machinery. 

Blubber and heads and offals of fish. 

Bones, horns, and dried blood. ‘ 

Books, bound and unbound, almanacs, cards (other than playing 
cards), papers and printed matter intended for advertisements, 
pamphlets, newspapers and printed matter in all languages, forms 
‘and papers (whether printed or manuscript), maps, charts, school 
globes, engravings, music, pictures, statues, and other works of 
art; provided always that the importation of books shall be 
subject to the provisions of copyright laws. 

Bottles of glass or stoneware, 
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Calves, sucking. 
Cassaripe. 
Cocoanuts. 
Coin. 

Cotton wool. 


Foals. 

Fresh fish and turtle. 

Fresh fruit and vegetables. 

Fuel, wood and charcoal. 

Gravel, sand, soil, earth, and peat. 

Green ginger. 

Gunpowder, guncotton, dynamite nitro-glycerine, and all other 
explosive matter whatsoever. 

oesticks. 

Horses brought into the island by equestrian companies, pro- 
vided the same are taken away by them on leaving; and race 
horses on every occasion after the first importation thereof, 
provided no drawback had been claimed thereon on exportation. 

Hulls, boats, masts, spars, apparel, tackle, and furniture of 
vessels condemned by survey, and on which tonnage duty shall 


have been paid, 
Ice. 
Kids and sucking lambs. 
Leeches. 


Lemon and lime juice. 

Lime building and temper. 

Limestone. 

Live and dead stock, not enumerated in table of duties. 

Logwood. 

Machinery and apparatus imported for the purpose of manu- 
facturing bricks, tiles, cements, pipes, and other articles of the 
like nature, and for renewing the same as it shall from time to 
time become worn and useless. 

Machinery to be used for the reaping or manufacture of sugar 
or manufacture of rum. 

Machinery and apparatus to be-used in the construction and | 
establishment of ice taotories and for the manufacture of ice. 

Machinery and apparatus imported for the purpose of boring 
for oil or petroleum or for mining asphalt (commonly called 
manjak) or other minerals. 

achinery and apparatus imported for the purpose of refining 
oil or petroleum, or manufacturing any article of commerce from 
vil obtained in the Colony, or for manufacturing fuel from 
manjak, 

Machinery and apparatus to be used in the manufacture of 
matches. 

Metals—old iron and old lead. 


Packages in which goods are imported except new trunks vats, 
hogshead and puncheons, 


{ 
| 
i | 
Eggs. 
- 
x 
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Passengers’ baggage containing apparel and articles of personal 
use, and professional apparatus, 

Patterns and samples of no intrinsic value. 

Personal effects of individuals belonging to the island dying 
abroad. 

Printing-presses, printing-paper, printing-ink, and type. 

Pozzolana. 


Raw hides. 

Sawdust. 

Specimens illustrative of natural history, seeds bulbs, and roots, 
and cuttings of plants or shrubs of all kinds. 

Straw. 

Tablets and tombstones and all the appurtenances thereto, 
imported specially for immediate erection and not for sale, on 
certificate of the person for whom imported. 

Tar, pitch, and resin. 

Turtle and tortoise-shell, 


| 
Rags. 
‘ 
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XVI—QUEENSLAND CUSTOMS TARIFF— 
EXEMPTIONS FROM DUTY. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Queensland 
Government Office, a copy of an Act recently passed by the 
Legislature of Queensland, giving a list of further articles 
exempted from duty on importation into that Colony, together 
with the dates from which such exemption takes effect, 


Date on which Exemp- 
tion takes effect. 


Agricultural implements and machines, namely :— 
Acme harrows - - 
Cane shavers - - 
Chaff-cutting machines - - 
Cheese pressers - 
Circular coulters - - 
Clod crushers 
Drill-wheel hoe cultivator - - 
Earth seoops - 
Fertiliser and drill combined - - 
Field and garden rollers - - 
Furrower, marker, hiller, and ridger combined 

Grain — and dressing machines - 


» Separators - - - 
Hay presses - - - 
Hedge-cutting and trimming - - 


Horse hoe and elevator combined - > 3lst March 1897. 


Rake and plough ymbined 
Rea 


pers 
Root-cutters - 
Scarifiers - - 


Seed drills: 

Sifting 
Smutters - 

Spading harrows 
Strawsonisers 
Straw-stackers - 

Stubble diggers - 

Stump extractors - - 
Stump-jumping ploughs - 
Sulky 3 
Thatch making - 
Threshers - 
Winnowing machines - 
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q » hoes - - - 
Huskers and shellers 
Mowing machines - - - 
x 


314 ‘QUEENSLAND CUSTOMS TARIFF. [Mar. 1897. 
Date on which Exemp- 
tion takes effect. 


Antifermentine - 

Art materials and mediums, including canvasses mounted 
or in rolls, brushes, éc. 

Art pictures, printed, used as studies, or copies by: artists - 

Artists’ colours - 

Asbestos, unmanufactured - - - 

Ash timber, in plank - - - - 

Asphalt - - - - 

Backs (wooden) for brushes 

Bark for tanning 

Bass and bristles - - - 

Bolts and nuts - 

Books, copy-, for schools, a printed headings . 

Bottles,empty - 

Brass cocks and valves - . - - 

» ingot - - - - 
» screw wire, wove and - 

Bunting, in the piece 

Ballast, being stone mneuitable for building 
gravel, sand, or earth - 

Bicycle and tricycle parts and accessories, rough and 
unfinished, namely :—Brackets, lugs, fork sides, rims, 
chain wheels and chain rings, hubs, handle bars, stems, 
and T-pieces, seat pillar stems and 7-pieces, crowns 
and crown plates, spokes, fork and tube strengtheners, 
steel-stamping and forgings, and any other part or 
parts which may come in rough and unfinished, as may 
be specified from time to time by the Treasurer and 
published in the Gazette - - a 

Cabbage-tree leaf - 

Candle-wick - - - - 

Canvas - - 


Capsules for bottles 
Cartridges for sporting purposes, filled and unfilled 
Cartridge fillers and re-cappers - 
Carriage and cartmakers’ materials, namely :— 
Axles, axle boxes, and whip sockets - 
Carriage shafts, wm, hubs, bent wheel 


Chalk - - - 
Christmas cards and birthday cards - - - 
Corn sacks (jute) to contain 3 bushels - - - 
” 

» Wire rope 

copper rivets copper lout, and 
Cotton wicks - - 
» waste - 

»  seedoil - - - - 
Corks, cork, and cork socking - - - 
Cylinders and tubes containing gas or ammonia - 


Diving dress parts, namely :—Helmets, corsets, cup 
] ers, valves, springs and screws, corset screws, nuts 
and keys, pump spanners, pipe face 
repairing cloth in solution - 

oe tugs to be used in execution of 

wor - 


JX 


> 3ilst March 1897. 


J 
30th September 1896. 
31st March 1897. 
30th September 1896. 


> 3ist March 1897. 


A 


+ 30th September 1896. 


> 8ist March 1897. 


30th September 1896. 
+ 31st March 1897. 


J 
1 30th September 1896. 


March 1897. 


> 30th September 1896. 
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a 
Date on which Exemp- 
tion takes effect. 
Drugs and chemicals, 
Acetate of soda - - 
Acid, boracic - - - 
» benzoic - - 
»  carbolic - - - - 
» citric - - : 
» pyrogallic - - 
» salicylic - - 
» tartaric - - 
Aloes . - . | 
Alum - - March 1897. 
Ammonia - - - 
Anti toxin serums - - 
Arsenic - - - 
Bisulphide of carbon - | 
Borax - - - 
Calumba root - - | 
Carbonate of lime - 
Carbonate of potash - 
Cascara bark - - - 
Caustie potash - 
Chloride of gold and tin - 
Cream of tartar - - 
Cyanide of potassium - - - - | 80th September 1896. 
t - 81st March 1897. 
Garfield tea - - | 80th September 1896. 
Gentian root - - 
Glacialine - - - - 
Glycerine - - 
Iodine - - 
Ipecacuanha root - 
Lithofuge - - - 
Nitrate of silver - - - -|$ 81st March 1897. 
Nut galls - - - - - 
Nux vomica - - - 
Pear! ash - - - - 
Phosphorus’ - - - - - 
Saltpetre - - - 
Soda nitrate - doth September 1896. 
» caustic - 
Sulphur - - } 8ist March 1897. 
Sulphate of copper, or bluestone 
» of barytes 
of iron - - - 
of magnesia Tee: 30th September 1896. 
of q - - 31st March 1897. 
Sulphide of - - - |. 80th September 1896. 
Superphosphate of lime - - - - 
ppers and standards, staples for wirefencing - 
Explosives, bellit, oport powder, and pereus- 31st March 1897. 
sion caps - 
Elastic - - - - - - 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Date on which Exemp- 
tion takes effect. 


Electro-plating materials, namely :—Nickel anodes, nickel 
salts, rouge composition, Tripoli composition, wire 
scratch mops, wheels, and 
leather - - 

Engine packing 

Engravers’ prepared p lates or process blocks - 

Family portraits and blothing ad) 

Felt and felt sheathing - ~ 

Fish oil, in bulk - - - - 
frozen and fresh - 

Game, frozen and fresh - a - 

Green fruit - - - 

Gold and silver leaf | - - - - 

Grass yarn or grass rope, twisted . 

Hatmakers’ materials, namely :—Cap-peaks, straps and 
hat leathers, cork tips and sides, corrugated cork and 


vents - - - - - 

Heirlooms, which have been in use and which have been 
left by will to, or inherited by, the importer, provided 
that such articles are not imported for sale, and — 
the intrinsic value thereof does not exceed 75 
eentum of the value = new articles of a shidhee 
description 

Hose, india-rubber and canvas - - - 

Hydraulic lifts - - - - 

India-rubber insertion - - - 

in solution - 

Infusorial earth - - 

Ink, ruling 

Iron sleepers, fish plates, points and crossings, ewitchbox 
for portable railways, and clutch bolts 


Iron, sheet, and - 
Iron pipes, cast - 
Insulating materials - 
Jewellers’ tools :— 

Broaches or rimers = 

Burnishers - 


Doming punches and dies - - 
Drawplates 
Drawtongs, bench and hand - 
Emery wheels - 
Felt, wool, leather wheels 
Furnace bodies 
and scoopers - 
Ingot moulds - 
Mallets - - 
Plyers & 
Polishing lathe heads - - a 
Polishing lathes 
‘Tweezers 
Watch and deck brushes - = 

Jute - - 

Jute and hemp yarn 

Leather, graived, a chamois chrome, and lace 


Linotype metal 

Liquid stain for leather - 
Locomotives, under 10-in. cylinders - . 


81st March 1897, 


Le September 1896. 


31st March 1897. 


> 30th September 1896. 


31st March 1897, 
30th September 1896. 


31st March 1897. 


September 1896. 


> 31st March 1897, 


} soth September 1896, 


3lst March 1897. 
30th September 1896. 
31st March 1897. 


} 80th September 1896. 


| 1 
| 
| 
| i 
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Date on which Exemp- 
tion takes effect. 


Mould boards and shears, steel, for ploughs, and steel beams |) 
Machines and machinery, not including boilers and 
engines, namely :— 

@ American band-saw frames - - 
Bark-cutting = - - 
Biscuit, for cutting and stamp deni =" 
Bone-crushing - - 
Boot-making - - - 
Bottle-washing - - 

Brick and tile making - - - 

Burring, used by fellmo 

used in woollen onion - 

Button fastening - 

» makin - 
Cash registering and numbering - - 
Cloth cutting - - 
Condensers - - 


Drilling - - - 
Drying (Cummer style) - - 
Electric, and fittings 
Electrotyping - - 
Embossing - - 
Engine governors - 
Eyelet - - - - 
Felting - - - 
Flock-making - - 
Fret saw - 
Fruit paring - - - 

Honeycomb-making - - 


+ 81st March 1897. 


Oil expressing 
Patent brakes for locomotives and motors - 
Pill-making - 
Platform w hbridges - - 
Printers’ and bookbinders’ - - 
Punching - - 
and hoops - ~ 
ice dressing and - 
making - - 
Shearing, foriron - - 
Sheep-shearing, all thereof 
Slotting - - 
Soda-water  - - 
Steam hammers - 
Stone breakers 
Stone grinding (for printers) . 
obacco ew - 
Twine balli wing 
ae scouring, for _ manufacture of blankets March 1897, 
Washing and wringing, kinds - - 
Marble, unwrought - - - - - 


30th September 1896. 


4 


| | 
| 
| 
| 
orrugated iron curving - 
| 
Label cutting - - - 
Mincing : : 
| 
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Date on which Exemp- 
tion takes effect. 


Mining machinery, 
Air compressors 
Ball mills for crushing quartz 
Rock drills 
Roller mills for crashing quarts 
Steel rings for quartz mills . 
Screens and gratings - - - 
Vanners - 

Machines and machinery, and parts thereof, ‘required for 
mining purposes, agricultural, pastoral, or other pur- 
poses, which are not specified, and are of new invention, 
and of a description not heretofore made in Queensland, 
as may be exempted from time to time by the Governor 
in Council, and published i in the 

Machine belting, not leather - - 

lanterns and slides ~ - 


Materials for scientific Papen of china, earthenware, 


and porcelain 
Millet straw ~ - - - 
Myrabolans, unground = - - 
Newlandite - 
Oakum - - 
Oars 


Oil engines “and fittings which « can ” only ra for oi 
engines 

Opticians’ materials :-— 
Optical tcols, lenses, rough-edged 
Spectacle and at inne frames, empty, and repairing 


parts - 
and eye-giass cases, empty 
Packages returned empty, in which Queensland prodnce 
has been exported, namely :—Crates, bales, and bags, 
provided that the number of such articles re-imported 
by any person or firm is not greater than that onpanted 
by them, and are of a similar size and kind - 
Persons coming to reside permanently in Quecnsiend, 
may import with them their furniture and effects which 
have been in use, and are not imported for sale, up to 
the value of one hundred duty - 
Paint brushes 
Paper, printing - i 
Phosphorised pollard and distributing carts for : same. . 
and mounts 
Pottery materials, namely :—Potters lead, Paris white, 
ground body manganese, oxides of chrome, copper, 
zinc, tin, black cobalt and uranium, suboxide of copper, 
carbonate of iron, bichromate of potash, white fluorspar, 
ball clay, and Brandon mineral paint, ground flint, 
cornish stone, china clay, piass, 
Ser ‘or porcelain or 


30th September 1896. 


31st March 1897. 


30th September 1896. 


81st March 1897. 


+ 30th September 1896. 


< 
} 31st March 1897. 


30th September 1896. 
} 3ist March 1897. 


> 30th September 1896, 


March 1897. 
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Pumps - - ‘ | 

Resin - - - - - 

j Scientific instruments, being metal or glassware - ~ Fe 

Sheep dip - - - 

{ Silver—bar, ingot, and sheet - 

Sizeoline and hytra size - 

Soap colourings - - - - son september 

Split wood staves - - - 
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Date on which Exemp- 
tion takes effect. 


Surgical and dental appliances and instruments, namely :— 

Aspirators, automizers for surgical purposes only, 
bandages, basins (pus ), batteries, galvanic belts, surgical 

binders, bistouries, bottles, injection 
(throat), catheters, chairs (dental, complete), c 
(operating, surgical), dilators, dena 
enemas, exhausters, breast forceps, head-rests (dental), 
inhalers, injectors ; instruments, namely :—amputation, 
cupping, dissecting, ear, eye, midwifery, tooth, uterine, 
and veterinary, instruments and engines used in dental 
operations, lancets, lamps (used solely for surgical or 
dental purposes), laryngoscopes, pessaries, probes, pro- 
tectors (chest), pumps (stomach), specula, splints, 
stethoscopes, stockings (elastic, silk), 
syringes, trocars, ones, tubes, and urinometers 

Tar, Stockholm - - 

Trimbles (ship’s gear 

Tools—Hammers (mining), picks (mini - 

Trace and plough chains, and iron cna - 

iron and steel 

Twine, for net making, only when imported by net- 
makers - 

Umbrella-makers’ materials, vis viz. -—Reversible 
tine silk mixtures of not less than 44 ins. in width 

Valonia, unground - - - 

Wheels and axles, steel - 

Wire, iron—plain, barbed, vane galvanised - 
» Steel - - 
» heel - - - - - 

Wool, - - 

Works art, :—Paintings, engravings, and 
statuary 
Yarn—Russian, Italian, - - - 


> 31st March 1897, 


80th September 1896. 


} 31st March 1897. 


} aoth September 1896. 


31st March 1897. 


| 
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XVIL—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 
Tariff Classifications. 


Note.—Poud = 36 lbs. avoirdupois. Russian Pound = 0°9 Ibs. 
avoirdupois. Rouble (gold) = 3s. 2d. 


A despatch, dated 3rd February last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir-N. R. O’Conor, Her Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador at St. Petersburg, stating that the Russian Customs 
Department, under order of the 15/27th January 1897, notifies 
the following classification of goods under the tariff in virtue of 
an arrangement very recently concluded with the German 
Government for mutual concession. 

(1.) Fancy leather goods of all kinds (hand bags, purses, cigar 
cases, &c.) of morocco, leather, chamois leather and kid, to be 
cleared under section of the tariff 57, point 5. Duty 70 copecks, 
gold, per Russian pound. 

(2.) Hydrometers, irrespective of the materials of which they 
are made, to be cleared under section 167, point 2. Duty 1 
rouble 40 copecks gold per poud. 

(3.) Buttons similar in appearance to porcelain buttons, to be 
cleared under section 212, point 2 of the ‘tariff (duty 25 copecks 
gold per poud). 

(4.) Linen articles of celluloid, to be cleared under section 177, 
point 6. Duty 8 roubles 75 copecks gold per poud. 


NETHERLANDS. 
New Sugar Law, 


A despatch, dated 26th February last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. H. Howard, Her Majesty’s Minister at 
the ue, transmitting a copy and translation of the new law 
to be known as “‘ The Sugar Law” of the 29th January last, as 
approved and signed on that day by the Queen Regent of the 
Netherlands, 

This law permits of refining in bond, and provides drawbacks 
for beetroot sugar manufacturers and sugar refiners. 

These drawbacks amounting to 2,500,000 florins for the work- 
ing year of 1897-98 (commencing September Ist, and ending on 
and including August 3lst of the following year) are to be 
reduced annually by 100,000 florins until 1905—1906, for which 
year and all succeeding years their amount is fixed at 1,700,000 


| — 
‘ 
| 
| 
} 
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This law, with the exception of some few provisions, is to 
come into operation on the 1st September 1897. 

The copy of the Jaw may be seen at the Commercial Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., between 
the hours’of 11 and 5. 


NeETUERLANDS—CURAGOA. 
Tariff Modifications 

A despatch, dated 19th December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. J. Jesurum, Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Curagoa, containing copy of translation of an ordinance of the 
Government of Curacoa, modifying the Customs tariff of that 
island as follows :— 

Art. 1. The ordinance of the 7th June, 18 September 1894 
(P.S. No. 23), and that of the 29th September, Ist October 1894 
(P.S. No. 25) are repealed. 

Art. 2. Instead of the three first paragraphs of Art. 2 of the 
aforesaid ordinance of 1881 (P.S. No. 22) must be read :— 

A tax is levied on the intport according to the following 
standard. 

One-half per cent. of the value of raw cotton, cocoa, dividivi, 
goatskins, hides, Peruvian bark, dyewood of all sorts, and lignum- 
vite. 


Five per cent. of the value of cattle, sheep, goats, and mules, 

Ten per cent. of the value of horses. | 

Three per cent. of the value of all other articles with the 
exception of salt. 

Art. 3. This ordinance takes effect on the day of its procla- 
mation, 

Published on the 17th December 1896. 


GuIANA, 
Abolition of Tonnage Dues, §c. at Paramaribo. 


A report, dated February 9 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Sydney Churchill, Her Majesty’s Con- 
sul at Paramaribo, stating that from February 8, 1897, all light, 
tonnage, and wharfage dues at that port have been abolished. 

Medical examination fee fee (13s. 4d.), 
= fee (1s. 8d.), and local bill of health (2s. 6d.) remain in 
orce as hitherto. 


France. 
Temporary Admission of “ Soft Corn” for Making Sweet Biscuits. 
A despatch, dated 19th February last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Sir Edmund Monson, Her Majesty’s 


a 
a 
. 
: 96320. E 
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Ambassador at Paris, enclosing copy of extract from the “ Journal 
Officiel,” containing Presidential Decree, laying down the condi- 
tions on which the temporary admission of “soft corn” into 
France for making sweet biscuits will be permitted. 

Copy of the above decree may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Departmert of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, S.W., between the hours of 11 and 5, 


Customs Decisivns. 


According to a French Custom House Circular, the im- 

tation into France and Algeria of the following articles from 

mbay or any other place visited by the plague is forbidden, 
viz., rags, body-linen, wearing apparel, worn dresses, bed linen 
(in use and not as lugesee), as well as raw hides and skins, 
fresh animal refuse, hoof parings, and sabots. 

The same articles may not be carried in transit across France 
or Algeria if such transport should necessitate any sort of 
handling en route. 


Tariff Decisions. 


Thorium salts are to pay a specific duty of 20 francs per kilog., 
instead of the previous ad valorem rate. 


France—Tunis. 

Certificates of Origin. 

A report, dated February 24 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. H. D. Haggard, Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Tunis, stating that with reference to the 
measure requiring the production of certificates of origin in the 
Tunisian Custom-house on the arrival of English goods, this has 
been enlarged so as to embrace all countries, and, by an order 

‘recently issued, a simple declaration on the part of the importer 
as to the origin of the goods will be taken instead of the pro- 
duction of a certificate of origin. 

The measure has been suddenly applied without any warning, 
and much inconvenience has been occasioned, especially in the 
case of tea, the origin of which it is, without information, 
impossible for importers to state with accuracy. 

maximum duty of the “tarif général,” which in the case 


of tea amounts to 1°20 franc per pound, is applied to all goods, 
the origin of which is not declared. 


Reduction of Export Duty on Halfa Grass, 

A report, dated 19th February last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. H. D. Haggard, Her Majesty’s Con- 
sul-General at Tunis, stating that the prospects of the harvest are 
very bad again this year and a scarcity is expected. 

Mr. H encloses copy of a decree published in the 
“ Journal Officiel Tunisian” of the 16th February 1897, reducing 


Mar. 1897.] TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 323 


the export tax on halfa grass from 1 fr. 27 cts. to 50 cts. a 
metric quintal. 

The effect of this will be, that the industry will revive, thus 
improving the revenue, relieving the poverty-stricken population 
of the South, and restoring this branch of commerce, which is 
chiefly in British hands. ; 


FranckE—Ivory Coast. 
Customs Regulations, 


A despatch, dated 22nd February last, has been received at the 
Board of Trade from the Foreign Office, enclosing extract from 
the “Journal Officiel” containing the Customs regulations for 
the French Colony of the Ivory Coast, West Africa. The above 
may be seen at the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., between the hours of 11 a.m. 
and 5.0 p.m. 


Portu@at. 
Importation of Foreign Wheat, 


A despatch, dated 22nd February last, has been received from 
Sir H. G. MacDonell, Her Majesty's Minister at Lisbon, stating 
that by a Royal Decree, dated the 20th February, the Portuguese 
Government permit the importation up to the 30th April next, 
of a further quantity of forty millions of kilogrammes of foreign 
wheat for making bread, and one million three hundred thousand 
kilogrammes for making paste; the said quantity will be 
apportioned to the various millers and manufacturers. 


Portugat.—Sourn-East AFRica, 


) sign the bonds of entrance and departure ; 
c) give three hours’ notice of departure ; 


(d) send to Custoni House a manifest of the cargo taken on 


(e) give a fresh notice to the Custom House, at least one hour 
before, when the hour of departure is altered ; otherwise a fresh 
clearance must be paid for. : 


E 2 


A despatch, dated 2nd January last, has been received at the 
Anis Office from Mr. A. Carnegie Ross, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Beira, enclosing translation of new byelaws for 
merchant vessels entering that port, as follows :— 
1. Masters or agents of vessels must— 
(a) hand to the Customs authorities at the time the visit is 
made, the following papers: clearance from last port (if that was 
a Portuguese port); manifest of the cargo; list of provisions and 
unconsumed stores ; 
( 
j 
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2. Masters or agents may make an additional declaration of 
any articles on board which are not in the manifest of cargo to 
be discharged. 

N.B.—This additional declaration must be made before the 
goods contained in it enter the Custom House. 

3. When a vessel is discharged by lighters, each lighter must 
be accompanied by a way bill containing the number and nature 
of the packages on board. 

4. Any irregularity in the manifests, or any misdeeds not 
provided for in this regulation, although made without intention 
of smuggling, shall be punished in accordance with Art. 217 of 
the general regulations of the Customs of the province of Mozam- 
bique with a fine of from 2,000 to 200,000 reis. 

5. The master is responsible for any irregularity on the part 
of the members of his crew. 

6. The following are forbidden :— 

(a.) To discharge without permission from the Custom House ; 

(b.) To sell anything on board, whatever it may- be, without 
advising the Custom House, and taking the responsibility of its 
Custom House ; 

(c.) Load cargo unless it is accompanied by a document from 
the Custom House authorising the loading ; 

(d.) Land goods outside of the Custom House without per- 
mission ; 

(e.) Load ballast without permission ; 

(f.) Load, discharge, or tranship cargo on Sundays, saints’ 
days, or holidays, without permission. 

A further despatch has been received at the Foreign Office 
from Mr. A. Carnegie Ross enclosing translation of the New 
Anchorage Bye Law for the port of Beira as follows :— 

1, The anchorage for men-of-war (the military anchorage) lies 
between the Post Office tower bearing 70° S.E. magnetic and the 
Chiveve tower on the same bearing. 

2. The anchorage for merchant vessels (the commercial anchor- 
age) is between the railway pier bearing 70° S.E. magnetic and 
the Post Office tower on the same bearing. 

3. The anchorage for merchant vessels carrying inflammable or 
explosive cargo is within the space included in the following 
bearings. Point de Jea tower, 73° N.E.; Chiveve tower, 84° 
N.E. ; the 8.E. point of the island of Utanhe, 5° N.E. magnetic. 

4, Merchant vessels may anchor outside of the mercantile 
anchorage only in cases of “force majeure,” and must take up 
their proper position after they have been six hours in the port. 

5. The anchorage for condemned vessels or hulks not used as 
bonded stores shall be between the railway pier and the S.E. 
point of the Island of Utanhe bearing west magnetic. 

6. The anchorage of boats for the river service for pleasure, 
fishing, or coasting shall be along and close to the banks of the 
Rivers Chiveve and Pungwe, 


4 
‘ 
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_Ivaty. 
Tariff Decisions. 
According to the “Gazette Ufficiale” of 9th January last, 
alcoholic solutions of colours are assimilated to spirit varnishes 
and should be classified under No, 814 of the Customs tariff, 


GREECE. 
New Form of Charter Party and Unloading Charges at Piraeus. 


A communication, dated February 2nd last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. E. G. B. Maxse, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at the Piraeus, enclosing copy of new form of charter 
party and unloading charges at the Piraeus as follows :— 

The new form of charter party adopted by the Chambers of 
the North-East Coast and Welsh Coal Shippers (No. 2 Charter 
Party Form 1896) has the following principal points of difference 
from the old one. The bills of lading are to be signed “ weight 
unknown,” and should the receiver elect to weigh the cargo at 
the port of destination, it is to be at his own expense, and any 
alleged deficiency shall affect the freight only from which no 
deduction shall be made for. alleged shortage of cargo, any 
custom of the port of discharge notwithstanding, but the owner 
shall furnish, if required, a statutory declaration by the master 
and other officers that all the cargo received on board has been 
delivered. The receivers of the cargo shall be bound to pay 
freight on account during delivery if required by the master. 
The steamer to be free of address at port of discharge, but to 
pay the usual commission of 2 per cent. on the amount of 
freight on signing bills of lading. 

The principal steamship companies, importers, and steamship 
agents at Piraeus have agreed upon the following reduced scale 
of unloading and other charges, viz. :— 

Unloading coal, 300 tons daily - 


8d. per ton. 


” » 350 - 9d. 
”» » 400 » - 10d, ” 
and upwards. 

Unloading coke, patent fuel, bricks, &c. - 10d. per ton. 
£ s. d, 
Translation of manifest and stamps == - - 010 0 
Reporting and clearing - om 2-0-0 
Shoots 10s. each, with a maximum of - - 200 
Hire of shovels - - - - 010 0 
Baskets, each - - - 040 


_ They have also agreed not to accept less than a brokerage of 
5l. 5s. per ship, whether working their own cargoes or those 
belonging to other firms. 


| 
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TURKEY. 
Reduction of Light Dues. 


A despatch has been received from the Foreign Office, trans- 
mitting copy of a parliamentary paper, presented to both Houses 
of Parliament in February last, containing correspondence 
respecting the reduction of the Ottoman light dues, from which it 
appears that the following arrangements have been agreed to :— 

Light dues will continue to be levied from 4th September 1899, 
on the present basis, but with a reduction of 10 per cent. for the 
first 10 years, and of 20 per cent. for the following 15 years, 1.e., 
until 4th September 1924. 

At the end of 20 years, i.c., five years before the expiration of 
the contract the two Governments will come to an understanding 
for the preparation of a new tariff. 

The Ottoman Government undertakes to build within three 

years, two lighthouses in the Island of Crete, and, later on, all 
lights which may be shown to be necessary. 
_ It is understood that the reduction of 10 and 20 per cent. will 
be borne entirely by the Ottoman Government. The Administra- 
tor-General of the Ottoman lights makes -no objection to the 
arrangements which may be entered upon between the Govern- 
ments of Great Britain and Turkey. 


Unitep Srares. 
Tonnage Tax on Foreign. Built Yachts, 


A circular received at the Foreign Office from the Treasury 
Department of the United States, calls the attention of the officers 
of the Customs to the Act of February 8, 1897, under which 
foreign built yachts owned, chartered, or used by citizens of the 
United States, if the ownership or charter was acquired on or 
after February 8, 1897, are subject to cones tax in the United 
States in the same manner as vessels engaged in trade. 

The Act is worded as follows : —“ Yachts belunging to a regu- 
larly organised yacht club of any foreign nation which shall extend 
like privileges to the yachts of the United States, shall have the 
privilege of entering or leaving any port in the United States 
without entering or clearing at the Custom-house thereof or 
paying tonnage tax: Provided, that the privileges of this section 
shall not extend to any yacht built outaie of the United States 
and owned, chartered, or used by a citizen of the United States, 
unless such ownership or charter was acquired prior to the 
passage of this Act.” 


Customs Decisions. 

The following decisions relating to the classification of articles 
in the Customs tariff and the application of the Customs laws of 
the United States have recently been given by the authorities in 
that country. 
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Essence of anchovies is dutiable at 35 per cent. ad valorem 
under paragraph 198 as a sauce. 

Carbonate of strontia is assessed for duty at 25 per cent, under 
paragraph 60, Act of 1894. Ps 

Shoemakers paste powder, a glutinous powder for making ; 
is liable to duty at 20 per cent. under section 3 of the same Act. 

Lysidine, a medicinal coal-tar preparation, is dutiable at 25 per 
cent. under paragraph 443. 
PY meee smelling ealts are dutiable at 25 per cent. as chemical 

ts, 


Customs Regulations regarding Short Delivery. 


With reference to the note on p. 576 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for November 1896, a further despatch dated January 
19th, has been received at the Foreign Office from Mr. E. C. H. 
Phipps, Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio de Janeiro, which again 
emphasises the fact that in accordance with Article 370 of the 
Customs laws, captains are not merely responsible for the contents 
of the casks, when the liquid is substituted by water, &c,, but 
also for the contents of cases or volumes which may present 
appearance of having been tampered with or opened. 

heir responsibility also extends to those which may be dis- 
charged with weight or dimensions inferior to the indications given 
by the manifests or cargo lists. 


Duties of Consular Officers with regard to Customs Fines 
on British Ships, 

A despatch, dated March 10 Jast, has been received from the 
Foreign Office, transmitting copy of circular dated January 22 
last, addressed by Mr. E. C. Phipps, Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Rio de Janeiro, ‘respecting the attitude to be adopted by Her 
Majesty’s Consular officers in Brazil, in regard to Customs fines 
on British ships. 

The circular, which is addressed to Her Majesty’s Consuls at 
Rio de Janeiro, Bahia, Para, Pernambuco, Rio Grande, and 
Santos, is worded as follows :-— 

“ As you are aware a considerable number of fines have been 


| 
imposed on masters of British ships trading with Brazilian ge 
in consequence of alleged violations of articles 362 and 363 of | . 

. the Custom House regulations, the former applying to cases in 

which a larger number of goods is landed than may be borne on } 

the ship’s manifests, and the latter to cases in which goods men- a 

5 tioned on the ship’s manifests are, owing to any cause, deficient | 3 
and not landed at the port of destination. - 

q _ “It is obvious that these regulations aim at protecting the 
Brazilian revenue, and with that object ‘various Customs 
inspectors have been in the habit of imposing heavy fines when 

infractions occur. 
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“ But the regulations to which I have referred declare, in the case 
of an excess of goods (article 362, paragrapho unico), that when 
no suspicion of fraud exists the inspector shall not impose the fine 
provided for; whilst ip the case of a deficiency of goods, article 
363 declares that the fine shall only be imposed when the captain 
or master is unable to prove (within a reasonable time) that the 
deficient articles had not been embarked at the port of origin. 

“J have to instruct you when such cases come to your notice 
to use your best endeavours with the Custom House inspector 
to ensure any fines imposed being at once waived. You should 
be careful at the time to prove to the inspector that the infraction 
complained of has been involuntary and not fraudulent. 

“Should your efforts to convince the Custom House inspector 
not be successful you will at once report any case to Her 
Majesty’s Legation. 

“Tt must at the same time be borne in mind that any appeal 
to the Minister of Finance against any decision of a Custom 
House inspector must, according to article 659, be made within 
30 days from the promulgation of such decision. Such appeal in 
obedience to law must, consequently, be made irrespective of any 
reference of the case to Her Majesty's Legation. 

“The cases to which I have made reference and the heavy 
fines which Brazilian law imposes in case of infractions might 
undoubtedly exercise an injurious effect upon the vast British 
trade with Brazil, which it is the duty of Her Majesty’s Diplo- 
matic and Consular officers to promote and facilitate by all 
means in their power. I have, consequently, to instruct you to 
call the attention of clearance agents employed by British houses, 
and British sbipmasters generally, to the importance of their 


- making themselves acquainted with the provisions of the Brazilian 


Customs laws.” 


Bonivia. 


Surcharge on Import Duties, 


A despatch, dated January 15 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Captain H. M. Jones, V.C., Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Lima, enclosing copy andtranslation of a law issued 
by the President of the Republic of Bolivia as follows :— 

Art. 1, The executive is hereby authorised to impose a sur- 
charge up to 25 per cent. on the liquidation of duties on the 
importation of merchandise, The said surcharge shall be fixed 
by the Government, the fluctuations of exchange, and the facilities 
for importation through the different custom-houses of the 


" republic being taken into account. 


_ Art, 2 The present law shall be enforced from the 1st Jan 
1897. 
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Sr. Luora. 
Tariff Modifications. 

With reference to the Customs Tariff of St. Lucia, published 
on p. 53 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for January 1897, 
an ordinance has been issued by the Legislative Council of Saint 
Lucia, by which all the duties in the above-named tariff (with the 
exception of that on coal) shall be increased 15 per cent. 

This ordinance is to continue in force until 31st December 
1897. 


Str. VINCENT. 


Tariff Modifications, 


With reference to the notice on p. 190 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for February 1896, a despatch has been received from 
the Colonial Office enclosing copy of an ordinance of the 
Legislative Council of the Island of St. Vincent, by which the 
further duty of one-tenth shall continue to be levied on goods 
imported into the colony during the year 1897, : 


VICTORIA. 
Tariff Modifications. 


The Board of Trade have received a communication from the 
Melbourne Department of Trade and Customs stating that, in 
accordance with the provisions of the tariff, duty upon candles 
has been levied since the 1st January 1897 at the rate of 1d, 
per lb. in place of 14d. per 1b. as theretofore. 

The tariff also provided for a reduction in the duty on woollen 
apparel from the Ist J anuary from 40 to 35 per cent., but as a 
doubt exists as to the intention of the legislature on the subject 


duty is still being levied at the higher rate, and pending a, 


decision in the matter, the difference between the rates of 35 and 
40 per cent. will be paid to deposit account, 


West AUSTRALIA, 


Reduction of Duty on Unmanufactured Tobacco. 

The Board of Trade have received from the Colonial Office 
copy of an Act of the Legislative Assembly of Western Australia, 
by which the duty on unmanufactured tobacco is reduced from 2s, 
to ls, 104d. per ib. 

This Act was to come into force on the lst October 1896, 


| 
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XVIIIL—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


Neep or CoumerciAL TRAVELLERS IN SoutH Russtra. 


A report, diated 15th February last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. H. G. Mackie, Her Majesty's Acting 
Consul-General at Odessa, which calis the attention of British 
manufacturers to the growing importance, as far as British trading 
interests in Southern Russia are concerned, of sending to that 
part of the country a larger number of energetic commercial 
travellers, possessing a knowledge of foreign languages. That 
their influence could hardly fail to make itself felt to the advan- 
tage of British manufacturing industries and commerce generally 
is exemplified by the fact that the few English firms ie wa 
represented in Odessa manage to do business in spite of the fierce 
and ever-increasing competition with which they now have to 
cope, and the advantage their foreign rivals have gained over 
them by their persevering study of the resources of the country 
and clear insight into the requiremeats of the market. 

Russian merchants not unjustly point cut that while leading 
foreign countries such as Germany, Belgium, &c. send out 
numerous commercial travellers, each of them not unfrequently 
individually representing 10 and as many as 15 firms, England is 
inadequately and often totally unrepresented in many branches of 
trade. Moreover the former are constantly changing their 
travellers and sending fresh men over the same ground to push 
their collective interests by repeatedly bringing their customers 


face to face with their wares and supplying comprehensive details 
as to prices, weights, &c., in the currency, weights, &c. of the 
country, as well as by offering easy terms of payment. On the 
other hand, of the few English commercial travellers visiting 
Russia, a large proportion is sent out by middlemen exporters, 
and not by the manufacturers themselves, with whom Ruasian 


- merchants could naturally do business on better terms. 


Besides the numerous industrial undertakings started in 
Southern Russia by Belgian and other foreign capitalists, even 
Japanese and Bulgarian Companies are actively establishing 
themselves in Russia. The former are opening extensive tea 
stores in some of the principal towns, and the organisation of a 
line of steamers to ply between Odessa and Japan is engaging the 
attention of wealthy Japanese merchants. The main object of the 
Bulgarian Company is to extend financial support to Bulgarian 
enterprise in Russia, and to stimulate the export and import trade 
between the two countries, 
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NAVIGATION 1N Russtan Biack Sea Ports anp Rivers. 


A communication, dated the 15th February last, has been 
received at the Foreign Office from Mr. H. G. Mackie, Her 
Majesty’s Acting Consul-General at Odessa, stating that according 
to newspaper reports it has been definitely decided to deepen the 
estuary of the Dniester river to 7 feet to admit of the passage of 
barges laden with grain, &c., and that 22,000/. has been assigned 
for the purpose. 

Mr. Mackie also reports that, with the aid of an ice-breaker, 
Nikolaieff is now accessible to shipping; the navigation of that 
port may, therefore, be considered as open. 


New Russian Steamsnrp Company. 


A report, dated 6th February last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at} Odessa, 
ton that, according to information published in one of the 
eading Odessa papers, a new steamship company for passenger 
and goods traffic in the Black, Azoff, and Caspian Seas, is Sane 
organised with a capital of about 275,000/. 

Orders for steamers will, it is said, be given to firms in England 

‘as soon as the sanction of the Minister of Finance has been 
obtained for the establishment of the above company. 


Frencu Line oF STEAMERS TO SoutH-East AFRICA. 


A despatch, dated February 26 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. G. MacDonell, Her Majesty's 
Minister at Lisbon, stating that M. Brally, the one manager 
of the “ Chargeurs réunis” Steamship Line, who has gone to 
Lourengo Marques for the purpose of establishing an agence 
there, and to take charge of the Company’s agencies in Sou 
Africa, Mozambique, and Madagascar, oe informed the French 
Minister at Lisbon that the “ Chargeurs réunis” will, in the 


month of May next, begin to run — steamers carrying first, 
second, and third class passengers. The journey from Lisbon to 


Lourengo Marques is expected to take about 23 days. 


Reauiations 1n ANNAM AND TONKIN. 
A , dated 27th February last, has been received at the 


Foreign Office from Mr. Martin Gosselin, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Paris, enclosing copy of extract from the “Journal Officiel,” 
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of the 27th February lust, containing copy of a Presidential 
Decree, modifying the system of mining regulations in Annam 
and Tonkin. 

The Decree may be seen at the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., between the hours of 
11 and 5, 


TRADE AND at Lourenco MARQUES. 


A report, dated 9th January last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Roger Casement, Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Lourenco Marques, transmitting the monthly statement of the 
“ Société Francaise du Commerce Sud Africain,” covering the 
commercial movements of Lourencgo Marques for the month of 
December 1896. 

During the month of December, 37 ships (of which 23 were 
British) entered the harbour of Lourengo Marques (Delagoa 
Bay), bringing a total of 24,247 tons of cargo, as against 31 ships 
with 19,720 tons for the month of November 1896. 

During the 12 months ended 3lst December 1896, 397 vessels, 
of which 266 were British, arrived in Lourengo Marques, as 
against 314 for the year 1895. 

The Customs receipts for the month of December 1896 were 
Rs. 56,874,231, or 12,6391, derived from the following sources :-— 


December. November. 
Rs. Rs. 

Import - - - - 37,832,548 43,426,556 
Export: - 34,548 96,820 
Re-export - - 153,134 44,074 
Warehouse rent - - - - 1,562,633 1,610,775 
Stamps 591,373 689,224 
Sundries - 576,221 610,002 
Tounuge dues - - - - 1,931,296 2,475,542 
Commercial dues - - - 8,248,555 4,149,633 
Lighthouse dues - 1,275,788 1,691,296 
Total - -| Rs. 56,874,231 Rs. 66,877,941 


The receipts for the month of December 1895 were Rs, 
38,646,413. 

The total receipts for the year 1896 were Rs. 812,443,246 
(18,5482), as against Rs. 378,389,700 (84,0872) for 1895, an 
increase of 96,456/. 

The steamship “Ville de Buenos Ayres,” of the Chargeurs 
Réunis, from Havre, carried the first battery of six pieces and 
ammunition, which the Transvaal Government ordered from the 
Etablissement du Creusot, in France, for the Pretoria State 
Artillery, This shipment of about 200 tons was discharged, loaded. 
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on trucks, and delivered in Pretoria six days after the ship’s 
arrival in Lourenco Marques—a conclusive proof of the many 
improvements which have been made in all departments at the 
port connected with the shipping and ssw § 

Building on Reuben Point, the residential suburb of Lourengo 
Marques, is going on faster than ever, and ground over there 
getting more valuable every day. 

The works in connection with the electric lighting of the 
harbour and town will be started shortly. 


Sitting oF tHE Mourn or THe Narenta 


A report, dated 23rd January last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Edward Freeman, Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Bosna Serai, stating that the silting of the 
mouth of the Narenta has latterly been so great that the ordinary 
steamers running between Trieste and Metkovic and Fiume and 
Metkovic can no longer enter the river, and a transhipment of 

ods and passengers on to smaller steamers takes place at 
‘terme For the transhipment of goods, 5d. per quintal is 
charged. 

7 ea hardly be said that this is a great hindrance to the 
trade of Bosnia and Herzogovina, of which so large a portion 
passes through the port of Metkovic. 

The maritime authorities at Trieste sent a dredging machine 
to remove the obstruction, but it broke down at once, and nothing 
further seems to have been done. 


New Harsour Lients at’ VARNA. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade from the 
Foreign Office enclosing copy of a circular received by Her 
Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Sofia from the Bulgari 
Government, describing the lights, &c. established at Varna to 
indicate the dangers to navigation created by the progress of the 
harbour works, 

The circular states that in order to prevent accidents and at 
the same time afford aid to navigation by night at the entry of 
Varna Harbour, two red lights have been established, one on the 
cliff, near the buttress of the mole now building to the east of the 
Varna lighthouse, and the, second on the western shore. This 
latter light, masked by a screen, illuminates only the part of the 
bay left open to navigation, ic., the part included between the 
southern extremity of the dangerous zone and the southern side 
of the bay. : 
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The light fixed on the cliff to the east of the lighthouse is also 


_ masked by a screen and only becomes visible when vessels navi- 


gating the zone protected by the other light have doubled the 
end of the mole now building, and are consequently able to 
manceuvre freely in choosing their ancborage. 

Vessels coming from the south or south-east should always 
keep in the zone lighted by the red light of the western shore, 
and should only turn to take up moorings from the time when 
the second red light placed on the cliff to the east of the Varna 
lighthouse becomes visible. As regards vessels coming from the 
east and the north-east, these should bear to the south-east, in 
order to enter the zone lit by the red light placed on the western 
shore, and then manceuvre to take up their moorings. 

By day, a red flag on a buoy will mark the end of the portion 
of the mole now building. 


New Company Law 1n SERVIA. 


A report, dated January 2nd last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Ranald Macdonald, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Belgrade, enclosing an abridged translation of the 
more important provisions of a law, dated the 10th/22nd of 
December last and promulgated in the “ Official Gazette” of the 
31st December 1896, regulating the position of public companies 
in Servia. 

The minimum number of founders or of shareholders who may 
legally promote or constitute a company is fixed at ten, and no 
company may be formed without the previous sanction of the 
Minister of Commerce, who is vested with a right to control its 
affairs and to be represented at its meetings by a commissioner. 

The registration of companies is made compulsory, and the 
duties and responsibilities of founders and members of boards 
are carefully defined. Precautions are taken to prevent any 
undue acquisition of profits by founders, and companies are 
prohibited from speculating in their own shares. 

Stringent regulations are laid down with respect to the con- 
vening of annual and extraordinary meetings of shareholders, and 
the publication of balance sheets and minutes of proceedings. 

The number of foreigners who may serve on company boards 
is limited to one-fourth of the entire number of mem thereon, 
and the liabilities of shareholders are limited to the nominal 
value of their shares. 

Foreign companies w rights are not treat 
are establish and in herve, but 
this permission is based on the principle of reciprocal treatment. 
Foreign branches or agencies in Servia are subject to Servian 
law, and their books and accounts must be kept in Servian and 
must be submitted for the inspection of the Minister of 
Commerce. 
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Heavy penalties are provided against directors found guilty of 
breaches of trust, of negligence, or of contravention of thie law. 
Foreign companies established in Servia before the promulga- 
tion of the resent law are accorded two years’ grace in order to 
comply with its provisions, and railway companies and mutual aid 


societies are exempted from its operation. 


British TRADE SERVIA. 


- In a report to the Foreign Office, Mr. Ranald Macdonald, 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Belgrade, says that British trade with 
Servia consists mainly of cotton yaras and piece-goods up to a 
rough average value of 6d. per yard—articles, that is to say, for 
which large orders can be given, and of which the peasantry are 
consumers. Dearer goods are imported by retail traders in 
smaller’ quantities, principally from Austria-Hungary. The 
growth of Belgrade, which now numbers 60,000 inhabitants, has 
recently been marked by a distinct improvement in the class and 
increase in the number of these retail shops. A tendency to 
purchase goods of better.quality becomes more evident each year, 
and as soon as the demand for such articles is sufficiently great to 
allow of their wholesale importation, the high reputation of British 
manufactures will ensure them, in spite of distance, every fair 
chance in competition. It is, therefore, much to be desired that 
in executing orders of even comparatively trivial amounts, our 
manufacturers should pay scrupulous attention to the quality of 
the goods they supply. Servia is a country where a peculiarly 
wide-spread sociability prevails amongst all classes. One half of 
the town may be said to call the other half by its Christian name, 
and hardly any business incident escapes becoming a matter of 
eneral ape and discussion. Seeing that Belgrade is the 
unnel from which commerce pours into nearly the whole of the 
interior, the all-importance of enjoying a good reputation with its 
traders scarcely needs to be emphasised. A consignment of 
British tin-plate arrived in the town many months ago, and 
ved, unfortunately, to be of inferior quality. It was said to 
Be quite unfit for roofing era for which it was intended, and 
was therefore rejected. Notwithstanding the interval that has 
elapsed, it is even now impossible to discuss general questions of 
business with any Belgrade iron merchant wiihout hearing the 
sad story of the consignment, and of the difficulties and suspicions 
that followed. 
Experienced merchants in Belgrade are of opinion that one 
of the chief impediments to British trade with Servia lies in 
the unwillingness or inability of our manufacturers to quote their 


_ prices franco Belgrade, and in their failure to adopt the metric — 


and decimal systems of measurement and price. Complaints 
are also frequent of unnecessary delay in des ing goods 


ordered from England. The favourite routes by the - 
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British cotton trade are those of Fiume and Salonica, Fluctua- 
tions in the freight of seaborne goods probably make it difficult to 
ensure such steady charges as are necessary for quotations franco 
Belgrade for goods that are ordered two or three months in 
advance. As, however, this difficulty has been overcome by par- 
ticular British firms, and the matter is probably regulated by the 
overland rates of transport vid Hamburg, British merchants and 
shippers generally should not find it impossible of solution. 

The question of measures and prices has also been settled, in 
individual cases, in favour of metres and francs, and what is 
possible and advantageous to one must be equally so to all. The 
prompt despatch of goods on order is so much the ABC of 
business that it seems almost absurd to call attention to such a 
matter, but merchants in Belgrade have on several occasions 
referred to it as putting a substantial difficulty in the way of 
British trade. 

British commercial travellers visiting Servia with samples should 
be careful to provide themselves with certificates in the form that 
is annexed to the Commercial Treaty of August 1892, between 
Servia and Austria-Hungary. These certificates may be signed 
and sealed by Chambers of Commerce, mayors of towns, or Servian 
consuls, and will be accepted in English if that language is 
preferred to the French form.—(Foreign Office Annual Series, 
No. 1845.) 


Coryrigut Law 1n tHE Unitep Srares. 


A despatch has been recently received at the Foreign Office from 
‘Viscount Gough, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Washing- 
ton, enclosing copy of an Act amending the statutes relating to 
copyrights. The amended section is to read as follows :— 

“ Any person publicly performing or representing any dramatic 
or musical composition for which a copyright has been obtained, 
without the consent of the proprietor of said dramatic or musical 
composition, or his heirs or assigns, shall be liable for damages 
therefor, such damages in all cases to be assessed at such sum, 
not less than 100 dols. for the first and 50 dols. for every sub- 
sequent performance, as to the court shall appear just. If the 
unlawful performance and representation be wilful and for profit, 
such persons shall be guilty of a misdemeanour, and upon conviction 
be imprisoned for a period not exceeding one year. Any injunc- 
tion that may be granted upon hearing, after notice to thedefendant, 
by any cireuit court of the United States, or by a judge thereof, 
restraining and enjoining the performance or representation of 
any such dramatic or musical composition, may be served on the 
parties against whom such injunction may be granted anywhere 
in the United States, and shall be operative and may be enforced 
by proceedings to punish for contempt or otherwise by any other 
circuit court or judge in the United States; but the defendants 
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in said action, or any or either of them, may make a motion in 
any other circuit in which he or they may be engaged in perform- 
ing or representing suid dramatic or musical composition to dissolve 
or set aside the said injunction upon such reasonable notice to 
the plaintiff as the circuit court or the judge before whom said 
motion shall be made shall deem proper ; service of said motion 
to be made on the plaintiff in person or on his attorneys in the 
action. The circuit courts, or judges thereof, shall have jurisdic- 
tion to enforce said injunction and to hear and determine a motion 
to dissolve the same, as herein provided, as fully as if the action 
on pending or brought in the circuit in which said motion is 
made. 
“ The clerk of the court, or judge granting the injunction, shall, 
when required so to do by the court hearing the application to 
dissolve or enforce said injunction, transmit without delay to said 
court a certified copy of all the papers on which the said injunc- 
tion was granted that are on file in his office.” 
Approved, January 6, 1897. 


IMPROVEMENTS FOR DiscHaRGING Cargo aT VERA 


A report, dated February 10th last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. A. Chapman, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Vera Cruz, stating that, with regard to the fact that the progress 
of the harbour works threatened to cut off the railroad piers and 
thus te hamper the work in the bay, the pier of the Interoceanic 
Railroad has now been temporarily lengthened some 200 feet, and 
now reaches beyond the new quay wall, and, although not quite 
finished, is in use. There are now some 14 feet of water alongside 
this pier, and the dredging which is in progress near by will 
shortly increase this depth to some 30 feet. 

On the 8th February a schooner drawing some 14 feet was 
brought alongside and partly discharged, but, owing to stress of 
weather, she Sad to be hauled off. 

It will not be practicable during the winter months to discharge 
vessels alongside, owing to the frequent heavy weather, until the 
bay is properly protected by the sea wall now in construction. 

The loose stone deposited for the foundations of this breakwater 
has lately been allowed to settle, and it is said that the construc- 
tion of the wall above sea level will be carried on during the 
coming summer. 

The Mexican Railroad Company have contracted for the 
lengthening of their pier, which it is expected will be completed 
in some four or five months, and access to this pier will meanwhile 


be left by the contractors of the port works. 
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Customs-House Recerrts or Uruavuay. 


A despatch, dated 6th February last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Walter Baring, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Montevideo, enclosing an extract from the “Montevideo 
Times” containing statement of the Customs receipts of Uruguay 
for the month of January last, as follows :— 


Dols. 
Importation - - - 564,518 
Exportation - ~ - - 97,590 
Departments, estimate - - 94,000 

Total - - - 756,108 
January 1896 - - - 1,067,848 
January 1895 - 


The falling off, as compared with 1896, amounts to no less than 
311,741 dols. (66,326/.), and, as compared with 1895, when 
business was affected by extravagant quarantines, to 127,657 dols. 
(27,1602.). 

The following are the Customs receipts for the last four months, 
as compared with those of the previous period :— 


| 1896. 1895. 

Dols. Dols. 
October - - 823,725 876,143 
November - - 665,115 776,273 
December - - - 732,781 920,604 
(1897.) (1896.) 
January - - - 756,107 1,067,848 
Total - - - 2,977,728 3,640,868 


In the last four months, then, according to this table, there 
has been a falling off in the Customs revenue of 663,140 dols. 
(141,0937.). 


Tae TrRapE oF THE HawalttAn ISLANDS. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, Mr. A. G. S. Hawes, Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Honolulu, states that the trade of 
the waiian Islands in 1895 differed in degree rather than 
nature from that carried on during previous recent years. The 
following table shows the value of the imports during the years 
1894 and 1895, distinguishing the principal countries :— 
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From 1894, 1895, 
£ 

United States - - - 898,071 931,491 
Great Britain - - - - 96,000 97,169 
Australia and New Zealand ~ . 38,740 25,329 
Canada - - - - 24,378 6,338 
Germany 28,923 22,842 
China - - - - 47,492 46,138 
Japan  Aibendedt - - - 37,922 42,720 
Other countries 7,079 | 6,489 

Total - - - 1,178,605 | 1,178,516 


The value of the exports amounted to 1,747,7912 in 1895, as 
against 1,867,243/. in 1894, the principal articles of export being 
sugar, 1,644,965/. (1,747,68/1. in 1894) ; rice, 33,3191. (67,5231. in 
1894); bananas, 21,1611. (25,6791 in 1894); and coffee, 4,708/. 
(7,8671. in 1894).—(Foreign Office Annual Series, No, 1838.) 


THe Trapre or UGANDA. 


A report, dated November 2 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. E, J. L. Berkeley, Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner and Consul-General of the Uganda Administration, 
in which he states that, speaking generally, the trade of the 
territories now comprised within the Uganda Protectorate is 
carried on with the east coast of Africa almost entirely—in 
former days by routes running to and from the ports on the 
German coast line, but of late to a considerable extent by the 
road that has been opened up through the British sphere from 
Mombasa to the Lake and Uganda. ‘The improvements that 
are continuously being made in the latter—by the establishment 
of new stations, by the development of friendly relations with 
food-producing districts (such as Nandi, formerly so hostile as 
to be impassable to caravans), by the introduction of animal 
and waggon transport, and by the commencement of railway 
construction, which will, a very few years hence, transform the 
whole system of transport—are gradually developing the move- 
ment of trade on this northern route, and although the route wid 
the south end of the Lake through the German territory still 
offers to the bulk of small traders the great advantage of more 
plentiful and cheaper porterage (though again somewhat dis- 
counted by the difficulty for any but small operations of bringi 
on the loads by canoes to Uganda), the road —— the English 
sphere must gradually become the main channel for all trading 
operations in the Protectorate, even before the railway comes to 
definitely settle the whole question. 
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The trade itself has been already reported as consisting, so 
far, of ivory for export, and of imports of cotton cloths, prints, 
beads, wire, and a small proportion of better class goods, such as 
Eastern silks, linen, cloth, and clothing, and a few miscellaneous 
manufactured goods, principally for Uganda itself. Generally 
speaking, this can still be held to summarise the main trade ot 
the Protectorate. 

The two principal centres of trade may be said to be, east of 
the Nile, Mumia’s in Kavirondo, and west of the Nile, Kampala 
or Mengo, the capital of Uganda. In the surrounding districts 
the trade, through gradually and steadily improving, is still in a 
somewhat primitive condition. , 

With regard to Uganda, which is naturally the most important 
district of the whole Protectorate, and must remain so, unless or 
until such time as improved communication and an influx of 
visitors may develop the yet latent resources of other districts, 
equally or perhaps more varied demand has arisen for goods of 
a better class than mere cloth and wire. The market now calls 
for manufactured clothing, boots, shoes, household utensils, 
provisions, soap (both toilet and household), writing materials, 
tools, and a variety of manufactured articles, to supply which the 
principal traders there have already sent very considerable 
orders home. The export trade still consists exclusively of ivory, 
but the more intelligent Waganda are now fully alive to the 
importance of fostering native products, such as coffee, rice, 
cotton, tobacco, ground nuts, castor oil, and semsem and sunflower 
plants for the production of oil. Further examination of the 
natural products of the country, which cannot be said to have 
yet been really tested, has indicated also that vanilla and india- 
rubber, which are known to exist in fair quantities, may offer a 
good field for enterprise. 

The whole movement of trade for the years 1894 and 1895 
and the first six months of 1896 may be considered as fairly 
accurately represented by the following figures :— 


Total Value. 
1896. 
1894, 1895. | 6 months.) 
Rupees. Rupees. Rapes, 
Imports - - - | 78,759 | 222,006 240,620 
87,697 244,728 | 150,895 


(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1844.) 
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XIX.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


SHIPPING THROUGH THE SuEz CANAL. 


According to the “ Bulletin du Canal de Suez,” the number of 
ships passing through the canal in the month of October last was 
264 of a gross tonnage of 961,131 tons. 237 of these vessels 
were of an aggregate tonnage of 856,582 tons. 

Of the 264 vessels, 172 were British, of a gross tonnage of 
655,495 tons; 29 German, 96,618 tons; 17 French, 70,730 tons ; 
20 Dutch, 51,641 tons; 10 Italian, 28,783 tons; 7 Spanish, 
27,671 tons; 4 Austro-Hungarian, 15,603 tons; 3 Russian, 
10,040 tons; 1 Japanese, 4,199 tons; and 1 Portuguese, 351 tons. 

For November the number was 232 of a gross tonnage of 
864,969 tons, 217 of which were of an aggregate tonnage of 
774,430 tons. 

Of the 232 veseels, 149 were British, with a gross tonnage of 
583,209 tons ; 24 German, 86,395 tons; 15 Dutch, 39,593 tons ; 
14 French, 53,233 tons ; 6 Spanish, 27,012 tons; 5 Russian, 23,093 
tons ; 7 Italian, 18,862 tons; 5 Austro-Hungarian, 17,328 tons ; 
2 Norwegian, 5,580 tons ; 1 Japanese, 5,469 tons ; and 4 Ottoman, 
5,195 tons. 

For December the number was 273 of a gross tonnage of 


1,025,411 tons, 262 of which were of an aggregate tonnage of 
945,144 tons. 


Of these 273 vessels, 178 were British, with a gross tonnage of 
675,432 tons; 29 German, 107,798 tons ; 18 French, 74,993 tons ; 
11 Spanish, 55,286 tons; 12 Dutch, 32,840 tons; 6 Austro- 
Hungarian, 22,764 tons; 4 Russian, 22,019 tons; 9 Italian, 
17,462 tons; 4 Norwegian, 10,073 tons; 1 Japanese, 4,697 tons ; 
and 1 Ottoman, 2,046 tons. 


Tue Betrast Linen TRADE. 


According to the report of the Belfast Linen Trade Board for 
the month of January last as published in the “Irish Textile 
Journal,” there was no appreciable change in any department of the 
market, business all round being quietly maintained, whilst prices 
as a rule were steady. 

In bleached ae finished linens a fair steady business was 
effected since the previous review, and inquiries and orders were 
more numerous than in the previous month. At the same time 
there was still ample reom for improvement, both in demand and 

rice. 
s With the various continental markets a regular, if not large 
business, had been carried through, and though the looked-for 
: improvement did not arrive, a fair number of sorting orders dropped 
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in. ‘The Board of Trade returns for January showed a consider- 
able falling off in the exports as compared with the same month 
last year. Germany showed a drop in quantity of nearly 17 per 
cent.; France, 54 per cent., and Spain, 59 per cent. 

Buyers for the United States continued to operate very 
cautiously, and the business which came to hand was only of a 
moderate character. The exports for January were 30 per cent. 
less in quantity than for the opening month of 1896. 

With the Foreign West Indies business continued extremely 
dull, and, indeed, seemed to go from bad to worse. Canadian 
trade was quiet, and, with the exception of the Philippine Islands 
and the Argentine, there was not a single market that showed 
any improvement on the same period last year. 

For the month of January the exports of piece goods from the 
United Kingdom showed a decrease in quantity of over 31 per 
cent., and in values of over 30 per cent. 


METALLURGICAL ESTABLISHMENTS IN RUSSIA. 


The chief metallurgical establishments in Russia, according to 
the “ Monde Economique,” are, in the south, the works of Youze, 
those of Briansk and Dnieper companies of Droujkowka, and 
Krivoi-Rog : these two latter are of French origin. The Dimi- 
doff, Polowtzoff, Strogonoff, Kourbatoff, and several extensive 
works belonging to the State, are situated in the Ural. Besides 
the above there are the Pontileff, Newski, and Alexandrowski 
works, the so-called Metallic Society of St. Petersburg, 
and the Franco-Russian Society, all at St. Petersburg; the 
Strouve works at Kolomna, near Moscow; the Metallurgical 
Society of Moscow, established by a Frenchman, M. Jules Goujon ; 
and three important establishments on the Volga, viz. the 
Stormovo works, 7 kiloms. from Nijny, and the works at Rybinsk 
and at Samara. The Stormovo belongs to an influential limited 
company, in which several Paris financial houses are interested ; 
it turns out locomotives, railway plant, and machinery of all 
kinds. The Rybinsk and Samara works belong to the Jouravloft 
family, and, like the Stormovo establishment, are occupied on a 
large scale with the construction of boats for the Volga. Two 
establishments in Poland should be noted—the Ostroewicz and 
the Huta Bankowa works in the basin of the O’Dombrowa. This 
latter company, by means of it$ reserves and with the help of. its 
shareholder, established the Droujkowka works in the Donetz 
district. Of the St. Petersburg works, two, viz., the Franco 
Russian and the Alexandrowski, were established by Frenchmen.” 
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Coat Mines. 1n_ Russta. 

The “Monde Economique” states that, of the Russian coal 
mines in Poland, the Dombrowa, Franco-Italian, Sosnotivice, and 
Czeladz together produce more than 1,200,000 tons. In the 
Donetz district there are three French establishments, the 
Berestow, the Southern Russian Company, and the so-called Mining 
Company. The latter was established by the “ Société Générale 
of Paris, and was the first French industrial establishment in 
Russia. Created 25 years ago, it has passed through some 
troublous times on account of the inadequate transport methods 
of that period, but it is now the most important establishment of 
the southern basin, employing more than 50,000 wagyons, with a 
production of 500,000 tons, and was, in addition, the earliest 
to inaugurate the export of Russian coal to Suez. It is looked 
upon by the Russian engineers of the district as a model esta- 
blishment, and has been directed for the past nine years by 
M. R, Barbier, an expert from the Loire. 


THe Russtan Wine INpustRy. 

The “Journal des Economistes” publishes a note on the 
subject of the wine industry of Russia. It appears that Russia 
has started wine making on her own account, and a third of the 
wine consumed in the country is of home manufacture. 

The Cossacks make a very agreeable light sparkling wine, 
which is sold at 75 centimes a litre—a very different price to the 
wines of Rheims or Epernay, The vineyards of the Caucasus 
are very fertile, and already producé remarkable wines, having 
the«strength, colour, body, and bouquet of Burgundy. In the 
province of Erivan wines extremely rich in alcohol are produced, 
while Turkestan is apother important centre of the Russian wine 
industry. During the last few years the production of wine in 
Turkestan has increased 25 per cent., and the province is capable 
of providing wines for the whole of Russia. 

In the Crimea the vines receive most careful attention, and 
undergo a rational system of cultivation, the result being white 
and red table wines of an excellent quality, and very satisfactory 
substitutes for Burgundy, Sauterne, and Medoc. 


Tue TrRapE oF MACASSAR IN 1895. 


According to a report of the Belgian Consul at Macassar 
(Celebez) the value of the imports into that port in 1895 amounted 
to 4,451,719 florins. The principal articles imported were : Manu- 
factured articles, 1,771,100 fl.; yarns (for weaving), 514,905 f1. ; 
opium, 491,000 fl.; rite, 205,758 fl.; gold and silver articles, 
164142 fl.; petroleum, 176,890 fl. ; fancy articles, 148,152 f1.; 
coal, 143,970 fl.; iron goods, 141,652 fl, The total value of the 
export trade during the same period was 4,071,032 florins, the 
principal articles being: coffee, 1,684,485 f.; gum copal, 
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969,613 fl.; copra, 480,937 fi; shells, mother-of-pearl, Sc., 
154,477 fl. ; tortoiseshell, 166,750 #1.; rattans, 109,104 fl. The 


_value of the exports to Europe amounted to 682,285 fl.; to 


America, 317,731 fi. ; and to Singapore, 3,071,016 fl. ; part of the 
Singapore trade is in transit to other parts. 


Tse Linen OF GERMANY. 


The following statements showing the total value of the imports 
‘(for home consumption) and the exports (of domestic produce 
and manufacture) of linen yarn and linen manufactures, into and 
from Germany in each of the years from 1891 to 1895 inclusive, 
have been prepared by the Board of Trade from the German trade 
accounts for the years given :— 


A.—Irorts (for Home Consumption). 


1891. 1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. 
Mks. Mks. Mks. Mks. Mks, 
Linen Yarn - - |17,867,000 |16,005,000 |23,584,000 |17,433,000 |14,927,000 


Linen Manufactures : 
Piece Goods, un- | 1,149,000 | 1,106,000 | 1,143,000 | 1,176,000 | 1,045,000 


dyed, &c. 
Piece Goods dyed, | 2,834,000 | 2,986,000 | 3,288,000 | 3,246,000 | 3,852,000 


&e. 
Damasks - - | 160,000 156,000 147,000 174,000 161,000 
Table and Bed | 9,000 8,000 4,000 8,060 6,000 
Materials. | 
Other - - | 2,118,000 | 576,000 | 471,000 | 514,000 | 503,000 
Total Linen Manu- | 6,270,000 | 4,832,000 | 5,053,000 | 5,118,000 | 5,567,000 
facture. 
| B.—Exrorts (Domestic Produce and Manufacture). 
Mks. Mks. Mks. Mks. Mks. 
Linen Yarn - - | 1,945,000 | 1,924,000 | 2,175,000 | 1,808,000 | 1,924,000 
Linen Manufactures: 
Piece Goods, un- 2,020,000 | 2,061,000 | 2,409,000 | 1,955,000 | 2,834,000 
dyed, &c. 
Piece Goods, dyed, | 5,831,000 | 6,703,000 | 8,021,000 | 4,993,000 | 5,172,000 
&e. 
Damasks - - | 5,477,000 | 5,364,000 | 4,349,000 | 2,558,000 | 2,677,000 
Table and Bed | 2,823,000 | 4,316,000 | 3,268,000 | 1,899,000 | 2,812,000 
Materials. 
Other - - | 3,409,000 | 1,415,000 | 1,382,000 | 1,144,000 | 1,465,000 
Total Linen Manu- 19,560,000 19,859,000 |19,429,000 (12,549,000 |14,460,000 
facture. 
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CoaL PRODUCTION IN PRUSSIA, 


According to the “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels,” the total 
amount of coal produced in Pruasia (Breslau, Halle, Klausthal, 
Dortmund, and Bonn Districts) in 1896 was 78,977,000 tons, as 
against 72,621,000 tons in 1895. 

Of the above amount 76,879,000 tons were exported in 1896, 
as against. 70,421,000 tons in 1895. 


Frencw Coat AND Iron PropucTION 1N 1896. 


The “Journal Officiel” for 8th March publishes comparative 
tables of the mineral production of France in 1895 and 1896. 

From these tables it appears that the amount of coal and 
anthracite produced in 1896 was 28,870,091 tons as against 
27,582,819 tons in 1895. Pas de Calais produced 11,871,376 
tons and Nord 5,204,533 tons of the total. The output of lignite 
was 44(),741 tons in 1896 as compared with 437,074 tons in 1895. 
The department producing most lignite was the Bouches-du- 
Rhéne—364,586 tons in 1896, and 359.898 tons in 1895. 

The amount of pig-iron produced in 1896 was 2,333,702 tons 
as compared with 2,003,868 in 1895. Finished iron (chiefly 
puddled iron), 814,643 tons in 1896, and 756,793 in 1895; and 
worked steel of all sorts, 1,767,016 tons in 1896, a8 against 
1,429,046 tons in 1895. The output of Bessemer and Siemens- 
Martin steel ingots amounted to 1,128,769 tons in 1896 as 
compared with 875,974 tons in 1895, 


Frenca Coat By 


The “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” states that the coal of 
the Nord and Pas de Calais basins sent by railway in 1896 
amounted to $,892,267 tons as against 8,505,743 tons in 1895, 
an increase of 386,524 tons or 4.5 per cent. Coke from the same 
districts amounted to 873,548 tons in 1896, as compared with 
636,497 tons in 1895, an increase of 237,051 tons or 37 per cent. 
This marked increase is solely due to the metallurgical industries 
of the East, which took 282,238 more tons of coke in 1896 than 
in 1895. 


Tue Inpustries OF New CaLEponia. 


According to a note published by the “Journal des Econo- 
mistes,” New Caledonia asa colony is hardly a greater success 
than Madagascar, though it is an older established place. ‘Those 
persons engaged in mineral industries seem to have given up the 
idea of working the gold or iron, and, what is of equal importance, 
the coal of the island ; and it is now Australian coal which affords 
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the motive power of the industrial enterprises. On the other 
hand the nickel mines have been worked, but, over-production 
is the result, from which it happens that nickel, worth 62 francs 
in 1830, was only worth 12 francs in 1880, and fell to 4 francs 
in 1894, 

Stock-raising has also been tried. The number of big cattle in 
1860 was 1,000, which had increased to 100,000 in 1890; but 
there is no demand for them. Instead of cultivating the natural 
products of the country, such as sweet potatoes, manioc, pine- 
apples, maize, &c., the growing of cotton has been attempted, 
but the quality of the crops, together with the cost of transport, 
must cause a speedy abandonment of the scheme. ‘ 

It is said that the precarious state of the colony is due’ solely 
to the presence there of the convicts, and above all of the 
recidivists. 


MINERAL PRoDUCTION oF HunGarRY 1895. 


The “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciale” publishes a table 
concerning the mineral and metallurgical production of Hungary 
during the year 1895, the value of which amounted to 39,744,000) 
florins, as against 36,800,000 in 1894. The quantity of some of 
the principal articles produced in 1895 is shown below :— 

Lbs. 
Gold - - - - 7,001 
Silver - 44,951 
Metric Tons. 
Lead - - 2,276 
Pyrites - 66,683 
Lignite 3,517,901 
Coal - 1,068,045 
Briquettes 29,421 
Coke “ 12,032 
Pig Iron - - - - 322,059 
Cast Iron - - - 21,459 

The industries occupied 62,331 workpeople, of whom 54,859 
were men, 2,491 women, and 4,981 children. ‘The average dail 
wage was as follows :—Men, 0°40 to 2°50 florins (florin=1s. 8d.) ; 
women, 0°30 to 0°60 florins ; children, 0°12 to 0°70 florins. 

The number of accidents in 1895 was 7°7 per 1,000 for slight 
injuries, 2°4 per 1,000 for serious injuries, and 1‘2 for injuries 
proving mortal. 


Cusroms Recerrts 1n SERVIA. 


According to the “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels,” the 
customs receipts of Servia for December amounted to 681,439 
dinars (dinar=94d.) as agninst 555,026 dinars in December 1895. 
The total receipts for 1896 amounted to 8,847,315 dinars as 
against 8,207,724 in 1895. 
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Imports oF Pia Iron aND INTO THE 
Unrtep Kinepom rrom THE UNITED STATEs. 


The following statement shows the quantity of pig iron and of 
unwrought steel imported into the United Kingdom from the 
United States of America in each month from January 1896 to 
January 1897, inclusive :— 


Months. i ; Unwrought Steel. 


Tons. 
January 1896 - in 


- 


December ,, - 


Total, 1896 
January 1897 


Customs Receipts oF MExico. 


‘lhe “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels ” states that the customs 
receipts of Mexico for the month of January last amounted to 
2,036,000 dols., or 256,000 dols. less than in December 1896, and 
117,000 dols. less than in January of last year. For the first 
7 months of the financial year (July 1896 to January 1897 
inclusive) the total receipts amounted to 13,981,000 dols., or an 
increase of 420,000 dols. on the corresponding period of 
1895-96, 


Tae Promotion oF IMMIGRATION INTO Nicagaava. 


- According to the “South American Journal,” the “ Diario 
Oficial,” of Nica , has published the text of a bill submitted 
te the National Constituent Assembly, lately in session at 
Managua, by several deputies, as follows :— 

The National Constitutional Assembly decrees : — 

1. The Government. shall establish inthe City of New York, 
and in any other of the eities of Europe or the United States, 
intelligence offices, relative to the Republic of Nicaragua, the 
purpose of which will be to supply all data and information 
i | on the country, with the view of promoting immigration 


February ,, - - - | 857 11 
March - 805 4 
April - 627 11 
May - - 750. 2 
June - 10 30 
August ,, - 1,130 33 
November ,, 2,765 390 
- 9,022 8,193 
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2. The Executive Power is authorised to issue the necessaiy 
decrees to this effect, as well as to incur the necessary expendi- 
ture. 

The preamble to this bill states that :—% Well directed immi- 
gration is, in our opinion, the best remedy which can be applied 
to root out the political dissensions, so disastrous to all Hispano- 
American Republics, and which tends so much to discredit and 
crush us. This element of activity and work is a guarantee 
of peace for the Republic and stability for its institutions.” 


BRAZILIAN COFFEE. 


In a recent issue of the “ Rio News” it is stated that the work 
of setting out coffee trees in the municipal district of Ibitinga, 
S. Paulo, is said to be progressing rapidly. There are now 
estimated to be about 2,000,000 coffee trees in that district. 

At Santos a committee of merchants estimates the next coffee 
crop for that port at 3,500,000 bags and the quantity, belonging 
to the present crop, still to be received up to June 30 at 


1,000,000 bags. 
The shipments of coffee in 1896 at the port of Santos were as 
follows 
Bags. 
From the State of S. Paulo - - 3,817,258 
From the State of Minas Geraes - - 237,810 


Total - 4,055,068 


The official value of this coffee was 274,707,370$314. 


Customs Recerpts 1n BRAZIL. 


| According to the “ Rio News,” the customs receipts at the port 
| of Rio de Janeiro amounted in 1896 to 119,258,187 dols., against 
113,838,775 dole. in 1895. At the five ports of Rio de Janeiro, 
Santos, Bahia, Pard, and Paranagué they amounted to 
' 208,103,116 dols., against 189,175,044 dols. in the previous 
year. The increase, which is equivalent to about 10 per cent., 


does not correspond to the increase in the rate of the duties 
collected. 


Bounty For Iron Founpry 1Nn CHILE. 
fs The New York “ Engineering and Mining Journal” states 
that the Chilian Chamber of Deputies has passed a bill providing 
for a guarantee of 125,000 dole. to any company which wil 


establish an iron foundry on a large scale in the country. Iron 
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ore is exceedingly abundant in many parts of Chile, and the mines 
are easy of access. It is reported that a company has been formed 
in Europe, with a vapital of 5,000,000 dols. to extract iron from the 


ore in Chilean mines by means of an electric separator invented 
by M. Henri Moissan. 


RAILWAYs IN ARGENTINA. 


According to the “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” for 25th 
February last, Argentine railways consist of 29 lines, divided 
into four categories, viz:—l1. National lines worked by the 
Government. 2. Private lines guaranteed by the Government. 
3. Private lines conceded by the Government, but without any 
guarantee. 4, Provincial lines. The length of these 29 lines in 
1895 was 14,118 kilometres, and the total capital embarked 
represented 466,016,879 dols. (gold). 


Tae ue oF tak West Kiver (Cana). 


The “Straits Budget” (Singapore) reports that Mr. R. E. 
Bredon, Commissioner of Customs at Canton, has just returned 
from a visit to Wuchow-fu and other commercial points on the 
West River of Canton. This visit has in all likehood been under- 
taken with a view to the establishment of Imperial Chinese 
Maritime Customs stations at all the principal points as soon as 
a definitive arrangement has been agreed upon between the 
British and Chinese authorities. ; 

In connection with the same subject a despatch from Peking, 
published in the “ London and China Telegraph,” of February 1st, 
states that an ment between the Chinese Government and 
the Western Powers, having for its object the opening of 
Wuchow-fu, Samsui district, and Hokow (Sainam),on the West 
River (Sikiang), to foreign commerce, has been signed by the 
Tsung-li Yamén, and duly endorsed with the seal of the Privy 
Council. 

It is provided in the agreement that the collection of all likin 
charges shall be transferred from the local authorities throughout 
the two ee Provinces to the Imperial Maritime Customs, and 


will be henceforth reckoned as part and parcel of the duties 
payable to the Customs under the treaties. 


SHIPBUILDING PROSPECTS 1N JAPAN. © 


The “ Japan Weekly Mail,” quoting from the “ Oriental Econo- 
mist,” says that that journal writes in a pessimistic strain about 
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the employment of foreign-built vessels by Japanese companies 
and the prospects of shipbuilding in Japan. ommendable as is 
the enterprise of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, observes this tri- 
monthly journal, in opening regular services to Europe, America, 
and Australia, it is exceedingly doubtful, as things stand, whether 
the company’s efforts will succeed. This doubt is based on the striking 
contrast afforded as to speed, comfort, and general accommodation 
by the company’s steamers and those of other steamship lines 
trading on the same routes. In the first place, the steamers of 
the Yusen Kaisha now used for ocean service are cargo boats with 
speed and so forth not capable of being compared with the mail 
steamers of other companies. Nor sre the steamers that the same 
company has ordered from Japanese and foreign dockyards much 
superior in these respects, as they are mainly designed for cargo 
work, passenger accommodation receiving only secondary atten- 
tion. The “Oriental Economist” therefore apprehends that, 
even after the new steamers, now in course of building at home 
and abroad, are put on the lines, they will not succeed in attracting 
the attention of the public to any marked degree. The only way 
to obviate this serious disadvantage is to induce the Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha to use nothing but mail steamers on its new routes. 
But such a project would not be feasible unless the Government 
is willing to distinguish between mail and ordinary steamers in the 
way of subsidies, and consent to pay a higher rate on the former 
class. 

The Shi building Regulations, observes the same journal, that 
were Dest some time ago in conformity with the Shipbuilding 
Encouragement Law, were based on Lloyds’ byelaws of two or 
three years ago. They are, therefore, more or less out of date as 
compared with the byelaws of this same English Corporation 
compiled last year. But the Japanese authorities cannot refuse 
bounties to steamers that Japanese shippers have had built for 
them abroad in conformity with the latest byelaws of Lloyds’ 
Register; and the Jatter will consequently find it more to their 
advantage to give orders to foreign dockyards rather than to a 
home dock, as in the latter case they would have to go through 
the tedious process of asking the authorities whether a steamer 
built on the lines of the newest fashion may receive a bounty, 
seeing that the new Lloyds’ specifications do not exactly conform 
with the particulars laid down in the Shipbuilding Regulations, 
Hence Japanese dockyards will fail in obtaining orders and 
shipbuilding will not be developed in Japan. 


DEVELOPMENT oF CoTrTon MILLs IN INDIA, 


The “ Times of India” reports that the Lieuteuant-Governor 
recently opened:a large new. cotton. mill at Lahore, the first one 
erected in Lahore for ange 9 and weaving. This will find 
“employment for 500 men. mill took two years to build 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
— 
| 


Mar. 1897.3 GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 351 


and contains 10,000 spindles and 150 looms. The Lieutenant- 
Governor remarked that the development of cotton mills had been 
somewhat late and slow in the Punjab. Such manufacturing 
enterprise was of the highest importance for the people of the 
country, and it behoved Government to encourage and foster it 
in every possible way. Anything in the way of protection had been 
condemned, but there were other ways in which the Government 
might assist an enterprise of that kind, and he had no doubt that 
it would never be found wanting in the encouragement of such 
objects, 


Propvuction oF Pig Iron In CANADA. 


The “Iron Age” of February 11 last states that according to 
the official returns which are now out, the production of pig iron 
in Canada more than doubled in the last fiscal year. It reached 
84,607 tons, as against 31,641 tons the previous year, On the 
face of it this is a che good showing, but it looks less flatter- 
ing when it is examined in the light of two other facts. In the 
first place, it is to be remembered that this result has been reached 
only after 12 years of bounty nursing and a longer period of 
protection. Before the bounty of 2 dols. per ton was superadded 
to the duty of 4.48 dols. per ton the country had attained to a 
production of 29,500 tons. When the cause of the sudden stride 
from 31,641 tons in 1895 to 84,607 tons in 1896 is looked into, 
there is not much to set down to the credit of the bounty, 
Now, of last fiscal year’s output, probably more than one-half 
was the product of imported ore. In 1895 the late Government 
modified the conditions to which the earning of the bounty had 
been subject, thereby extending it so as to inclade pig iron not 
wholly the product of native ore. When that concession was 
obtained, the importation of ore began and goontinued on a large 
scale, the Hamilton furnace bringing in Lake Superior ore, and 
one of the Nova Scotia furnaces bringing in ore from Bell Island, 
Newfoundland. The expenditure of 169,214 dols..in bounties 
during the last fiscal year, therefore, did not greatly stimulate iron 


rm though it did cause an increase in iron smelting in 


THE VicTORIAN MINT IN 1896. 


The Melbourne “ Journal of Commerce” for the 12th January 
last states that the activity recently noticeable in the mining 
industry appears to be bearing fruit already, for, according 
to the Mint returns during.the year 1896, some 791,224. ozs, of 
Victorian gold were received, as compared with 721,878 ozs. for 
the previous year, the increase being 69,346 ozs. of a a monetary 
value of about 00,0001. On the other hand, notwithstanding 
the big yields reported from Western Australia, the receipts of 
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gold, most of which comes to the Melbourne Mint, are actually 
less than for 1895, being 225,921 ozs., as compared with 226,135 
ozs, The last quarter, however, showed an expansion, as compared. 
with the corresponding one the previous year. The foliowing 
table shows the gross receipts of gold during 1896, as well as the 
total for 1895, viz. :— 


Victorian. Foreign. Total. 


Ozs. Ozs. Ozs. 
= receipts according to Mint books | 791,224°58 | 895,626°92 | 1,186,851°50 
‘or 1896. 
Deduct receipts during last 10 days of | 36,456°66 | 22,760°44 59,217°10 
1895, brought to account in 1896. 


: 754,767°92 372,866°48 | 1,127,634°40 
Add receipts during last 10 days of 38,163°04 20,260°18 58,423°22 
1896, brought to account in 1897. 


Quantity actually received in 1896 | 792,930°96 | 393,126°66 | 1,186,057°62 


Quantity actually received in 1895 | 718,927°32 | 369,268°28 | 1,088,195°60 


Of the gold received in 1896, 19,912 ozs. were re-issued for 


export. 

“The weight of gold coin issued was 1,144,629 oze., of a value 
of 4,566,4052, whilet 21,801 ozs., valued at 9!,699/., were issued in 
the form of bullion. From these figures it will be seen that the 
total value of gold issued was no less than 4,658,104/. 

In relation to the above, it is computed from the returns of the 
banks of gold held by them on December 31, that the actual yield 
for the twelve months was 812,086 ozs., or an increase of 84,380 
ozs. as compared with 1895. 


Tue Trave or New Soutn WALEgs. 


According to the “ Journal of Commerce” (Melbourne) the 
import trade of New South Wales expanded greatly during 1896, 
due, perhaps, to the remission of duties on certain articles. The 
following return shows the position for the past three years :—- 


1894. 1895. 1896. 


£ 
11,048,000 | 11,976,000 | 14,677,000 
11,259,000 | 11,395,000 | 11,527,000 


2,791,000 1,923,000 1,993,000 - 
2,131,000 2,911,000 3,879,000 


| 
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Tle following particulars relate to some of the principal articles 
exported :— 


Bit £ 
Bales 684,570 687,133 688,259 
Packages 24,460 28,314 19,649 
130,408 367,871 220,511 
106,720 115,672 57,916 
110,963 87,232 78,889 
161,715 355,061 367,156 
9,986 12,081 14,115 ° 
217,606 264,194 | ~ 180,595 
533,995 766,133 1,099,247 
79,164 35,390 32,858 


Only three articles show increase in 1896, as compared with 
1895, viz., copper, leather, and frozen mutton, 


Tue Frozen Meat Trave or New Zeatanp, 

The “New Zealand Trade Review” for January 21 last 
publishes a comparative table of New Zealand’s export of frozen 
meat for the years ended 31st December 1896 and 1895 
rgewens. adding also the totals for 1894. 

The totals for the colony compare as follows :— 


1896. 1895. | 1894, 


- Lbs. | 91,191,185 09,898,099 | 98,716,617 
- » | 29,689,333 | 26,619,737 17,819,885 * 
- » | 8,007,800 1,580,856 | 192,602 


Total - 122,887,818 | 128,039,522 | 116,729,104 


Tbe shipments of mutton show for the year the heavy decrease 
of nearly 8,650,000 lbs, of which 1,240,000 Ibs, accrues in the 
North Island, and over 7,400,000 lbs. in the South, <A reduction 
in the South Island flocks seems to account for this. 

The lamb trade continues to expand, the total showing an 
increase for the year of over two million pounds weight, The 
South Island alone however shows an increase of over 34 millions, 
the difference being accounted for by the decrease in the North 
Island. Canterbury is the centre of this trade, which seems to be 
carried on with satisfactory results. 

Shipments of beef are also on the increase, though the totals 
are still very modest as cofhpared with mutton and lamb. This 
trade is practically confined to the North Island. 

The total of all descriptions shows a decrease for the yeur 
Ibs., of which nearly 4,000,000 occurs in the South 

sland. 


96320. 


| 
—- | 1894. | 1895, | 1896. 
Wool - 
Skins - - - 
Hides - 
Tallow - - - - 
Copper - - - - 
Leather - - 
Meats - - 
Frozen mutton - - 
Butter - 
Mutton - 
Lamb 
Beef - 
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TRADE AND INDUSTRY OF SaRAWAK. 


In a review of the trade and industry of Sarawak, taken from 
the “ Straits Budget,” it is stated that during the year 1896 the 
planting industry has shown continued progress. Energy was 
particularly noticeable amongst pepper and gambier planters in 
Upper Sarawak. Fifty permits to open new gardens were issued 
at Paku in May alone. There was a serious fall in the market 
price of coffee, but the quantity exported is still increasing, and 
there is no doubt that, if care and economy are practised, there is 
still money to be made out of it, especially by natives with small 
estates. 

Trade would appear to have been good during the past year, as 
during the first nine months it exceeded that of a similar period 
of 1895 in value by over 163,000 dols. Sago flour shows. a 
falling off both in quantity (nearly 15,000 piculs) and value (over 
50,000 dole.) during this period, but during the first three 
quarters of 1896, 230 piculs more of coffee were exported with a 
greater value of 5,875 dols., than during the whole of the previous 
year. Damar also has become an important article of trade. 
The manufacture of Cutch, which war only started in 1895, has 

rogressed favourably, and the machinery and plant used has 

lene greatly enlarged. As usual, a large number of foreign 
vessels have been engaged in the timber trade between Rejang 
and Hong Kong. 

A Chamber of Commerce has been established in Kuching, and 
Mr. J. ©. Ferrier of the Borneo Company, Limited, is the first 
secretary. It is hoped that the members will see their way to 
take some steps to ensure the purity of the gambier placed on the 
market, the adulteration of which has several times occupied the 


. attention of the Singapore Chamber of Commerce. 


Sadong exported over 14,000 tons of coal in nine months, as 
against not quite 15,000 in the whole of 1895. New wharves 
and sheds have been completed at the anchorage in the main 
river, where coal is now expeditiously delivered by the railway 
from the colliery. 

Mining matters generally are much as they were with the 
exception of the gold prospects, which are bright. The Borneo 
Company have ordered out the necessary machinery to treat 300 
tons of stone a day in place of the small plant with which they 
commenced work at Bau. A prospector has been at work in 
several districts, but no success has rewarded his efforts up to the 
present. Gold working by the natives in the Upper Sadong 
district continues, as does also that industry at Marup and on 
other old fields. Early in the year some efforts were made to 
prove the value of the mineral oil deposits at Miri, but these 
appear to have been dropped owing to difficulties met with at the 
outset, 
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XX.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Blackburn,—At the annual meeting of this Chamber (Mr. H. 
Harrison in the chair) Mr. J. Whittaker brought forward a reso- - 
lution on the China Mission. He had, he said, been studying 
very carefully what was best to be done with regard to the 
samples which had been submitted to then from China, ‘They 
had been asked for by some hundreds of people, mostly manufac- 
turers and managers. But the Chamber were in this position, 
that although they could make many of these cloths, they did not 
know how to find the means for sending them to China, He had 
come to the conclusion that the best thing to do was to invite the 
Manchester China merchants to send representatives to the 
Chamber to inspect the samples. They could supply them with 
samples, and as they knew the Chinese merchants, they would 
thus be able to obtain business, Take, for instance, the manu- 
facture of handkerchiefs, They could compete for the supplying 
of these handkerchiefs, but they did not know the merchants in 
China who did business in this particular branch of the cotton 
trade, whereas, if the Chamber allowed the representatives of the 
China merchants in Manchester to inspect the goods, they would 
be enabled to bring them before the makers. Mr. Birtwistle 
seconded the proposition, which was carried, the president re- 
marking that it was a very good one. __ 

Later on, referring to the subject of the mission in his address, 
the president said that, at the present time, it was carrying out the 
Chamber’s instructions in the interior of China. They had left 
Chung-King a month ago, and the Chamber would not hear from 
them again for some time. They might expect daily the reports 
from the time they left Tchang for Ching-King. They would 
have to be patient. And uow having, as he thought, referred 
sufficiently to the past, he thought they had work before them. 
It had struck him that we were very negligent in England in not 
cultivating the Chinese language, and for some months past he 
had been in communication with Mr. Gundry, of the China Asso- 
ciation, and also with Mr, Michie, These gentlemen possessed 
the most intimate, actual, and practical knowledge of China, 
Chinese politics, and China trade. They were interested in that 
object, and had long held the opinion that, as a nation, we were 
backward and out of date in the facilities offered by our large 
colleges and universities in rendering more easy the opportunities 
for acquiring a knowledge of Chinese, He thought they were 
all agreed that if facilities and advantages were offered to the 


élite of our students of foreign languages to acquire a knowledge 
of Chinese, that the prizes in the shape of consular, commercial, 
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and trade advancement would be of supreme importance in stimu- 
lating that neglected brauch of education, and would ultimately be 
of great advantage to us and to our colonies, whose interest in 
Chinese trade was very great. This was really a great matter, 
and he trusted it would receive the careful consideration of mer- 
chants and traders. They might rest assured that every Briton 
entering China with a knowledge of the trade, and equipped with 
a knowledge of Chinese, was a sure sign of advance in commerce 
and in our intercourse with China. : 


Bradford.—A meeting of the council of this Chamber was held 
on the 24th February last, Mr. Henry Sutcliffe, president, in the 
chair. 

It was reported that a letter had been addressed to the Foreign 
Office, making inquiries on the subject of the Balgarian import 
duty. A reply had been received stating that the Bulgarian 
Government, without obtaining the consent of Her Majesty’s 
Government, had raised the general rate of duty to 14 per cent., 
and advising British traders to pay the increased rate under 
protest, pending the result of the negotiations between the two 
Governments. 

A letter was received from the Brazilian Consul at Leeds 
stating that, from January Ist, all goods paying an ad valorem 
duty on entry into Brazil must be accompanied by certificates of 
origin obtained from the local consul, the fee for which would 
be 6s, 9d, A letter had been written to the Foreign Office on the 
subject, and a reply from that Department had been received 
stating that neither the Foreign Office nor the Board of Trade 
had received similar information, but inquiry would be made. 

A letter was received from the Prague Chamber of Com- 
merce requesting the Bradford Chamber to urge the British 
Government to approach the Austrian Government on the subject 
of the appointment of a British Consul at Prague, in the interests 

of the trade of the two countries. 

The matter was referred to the Tariff Committee. 


Bristol—The monthly meeting of the Council of this Chamber 
was held on February 24th last, Mr. G. H. Perrin (ex-president) 
in the chair. 

Mr. Percy moved :—* That the council of the Bristol Chamber 
of Commerce strongly desire to urge upon Her Majesty's 
Secretaries of State for the Colonies and the Home Office the 
importance of introducing a measure with a view to protect 
Colonial sugar growers from unfair competition, and the public 
generally from the gross deception to which they are subjected 
in connection with the sale of sugar, by rendering it compulsory 
to mark all invoices issued and all packages used for beet 
sugar, or for any mixture of beet and cane sugars, with the 
word * beet,’ and for artificially coloured sugars the additional 
words ‘ artificially coloured.’” 

Mr. H. J. Rider seconded the resolution, and after an in- 
teresting discussion it was resolved before voting on the question 
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to take the opinion of the Confectioners’ and Grocers’ Associa- 
tions, and to bring the matter up at the next meeting of the 
Chamber. 

A communication was read from the Liverpool Chamber of 
Commerce, together with copy of a memorial from that body, 
to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
pointing out that a Government notice had been issued from 
the Colonial Secretary’s Office, Gibraltar, announcing that the 
Spanish Government had given instructions for the issue of a 
decree, extending the powers of the Linea Customs-house for 
the admission into Spain of certain articles; but that the 
Exchange Committee of Gibraltar considered these facilities for 
import into Spain comparatively worthless, the articles specified 
in the notice not being those in which trade was done 
between Gibraltar and Spain. The committee complain of the 
prohibition of the import of textile goods, barley, maiz», tea, 
coffee, sugar, spice, confectionery, biscuits, preserves, tinned and 
other provisions, soap, candles, petroleum, drugs, and spirits, 
and therefore respectfully submitted that Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment should make a strenuous effort to ovtain more liberal 
treatment from the Spanish Government in the matter of the 
regulations applicable to imports into Spain through the Linea 
Custom-house, and that such treatment should be equal to that 
accorded to France and Portugal on their respective frontiers 
adjacent to Spain. In conclusion, the memorialists prayed that 
Her Majesty's Government would endeavour to arrange for the 
opening of the Linea Custom-house to all the articles specified 
by the Exchange Committee of Gibraltar as omitted from the 
Spanish decree, in addition to those named in the Gibraltar 
Government notice, dated 1st September last, as included in the 
decree, even if it should be necessary, owing to the proximity of 
Gibraltar and Linea, to place some reasonable mirimum limit on 
the size of the packages cr consignments of imports. 

The secretary reported that he had made local inquiries into 
the matter, and the general opinion was that it was unnecessar 
for the Governor and garrison to subject the inhabitants of 
Gibraltar and persons passing through the port to the unusual 
restrictions with regard to tobacco, &c., in the manner that they 
had, and that it was the duty of the Spanish Customs authorities 
alone to protect their own country. 

Tt was resolved to convey this opinion to the Liverpool 
Chamber, : 


Derby.—The annual meeting of this Chamber was held on 
23rd February last, Mr. T. H. Harrison presiding, 

The annual report, presented by Mr. Wilshire, the secretary, stated 
that in the local iron and engineering trades business in all depart- 
ments had been of a progressive character, Prices for coal and pig 
iron had made steady improvement, but in many de ents of the 
iron and steel trades competition with the French, German, and 
Belgian manufacturers had been considerable and very great 
encroachments had been made on British markets abroad, Large 
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consignments of machinery, iron, and steel had also been received 
from the Continent for use in England. In the stove, grate, and 
kitchen-range department business had been good, and Derby 
continued to obtain a fair share of the trade in both home and 
colonial markets. The silk trade has shown no sign of improve- 
ment. Prices of saws still continue low, with little promise of 
any alteration. The elastic web trade was on the decline, there 
being little demand for this class of goods at home, whilst abroad 
manufacturers had to contend with severe competition from 
’ Germans, Swiss, and Italians. ‘The smallwares trade had been 
fair. The tendency of prices had been against manufacturers, so 
that business in this department had not been altogether satis- 
fictory. On the whole the cotton trade had been good. There 
were a number of reports concerning the small ware and miscel- 
laneous trades. 


Dewsbury—The annual meeting of the Dewsbury Chamber of 
Commerce was held on February 16th last in the Committee 
Room of the Town Hall, the president (Mr. T. M. Wormald) in 
the chair. 

On the motion of the president, seconded by the vice-presi- 
dent (Mr. F. Ellis), the annual report; which detailed the work 
of the Chamber during the year, was adopted aprrgana' 

A vote of thanks having been awarded to the president and 
vice-president, Mr. F. Ellis was elected president for the year. 
This constituted the whole of the business. 


. Hartlepool—The annual meeting of the Hartlepool Chamber 
of Commerce was held on March 4th last, Mr. W. H. Fisher, J.P., 
presiding. Alderman Hunter (secretary) presented the annual 
report. It was stated that the work of the Chamber had been 
chiefly devoted te endeavouring to obtain from the North- 
Eastern Railway Company better train and dock facilities for 
the port, and recently a joint conference was held of the two 
Corporations with the local Chambers of Commerce and Shipping 
with the view of again approaching the Company on the subject. 
The trade of the port had been good, and the year had been a 
prosperous one as regards shipbuilding. The timber imports had 
amounted to 416,220 loads, as compared with 368,971 in 1895. 
The shipment of coal was 1,259,068 tons, as against 1,276,905 
in 1895. 


+  Huddersfield—A meeting of the Council of the Huddersfield 
Chamber of Commerce was held on 26th February last, Mr. Joseph 
Crowther (vice-president) in the chair. 

In a cireular from the Chamber of Commerce and Industry at . 
Prague the Council were requested to support a petition to the 
British Government in favour of the appointment of an official at 
Prague, representing this country, to promote commercial inter- 
course between Great Britain and Austria. This raised the whole 
question of British Consular representation. A discussion ensued, 
in the course of which several members said that the matter had 
already been brought before Lord Salisbury. Eventually the 
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Council decided to accede to the request contained in the com- 
munication. 

A circular from the British Chamber of Commerce in Paris 
urged the Chamber to petition the home Government for a reduc- 
tion in the. telegraphic charges as between France and England, 
and this also was acceded to. 


Leeds—The monthly meeting of the Council of this Chamber 
was held on 24th February last, Mr. J. Peate in the chair. 

The secretary (Mr. Rhodes K. Calvert) read a circular from 
the Assistant-Resident in Cashmere, calling the attention of the 
Chamber to the increasing sale of German manufactures in that 
part of India. German cotton goods had already supplanted 
those made in Russia, and it was probable that the Manchester 
cotton industry might suffer unless something were done to cope 
with the competition of Germany, and to prevent that country 
from usurping markets formerly monopolised by England. The 
Assistant-Resident suggested the establishment of a trade intelli- 
gence centre in Tides, to which our Consuls throughout the 
world should be asked to forward full reports from time to time of 
the trade done in their respective districts, ‘The information could 
be sorted and classified at the centre, and then supplied to the 
various trades interested. 

A letter was read from the secretary of the British Chamber 
of Commerce in Paris, asking the ‘teats Chamber to pass 
a strongly - worded resolution in support of the movement 
inaugurated by the former body for the reduction of the cost 
of telegrams between England and France. The present rate 
was 2d., or 20 centimes, per word, and it was suggested that this 
should be lowered to the Inland rate of each country—}d. per 
word—making the total cost 1d. per word. It was assumed that 
a reduction of the rate would lead to a large increase in the 

number of telegrams between the two countries, and therefore — 
additional cables would be necessary. Consequently the advocates 
of the reduction would be agreeable to the charge remaining at 
1}d. per word until the cost of the extra cables was paid. "Phe 
Paris Chamber pointed out that the charge of $d. per word for 
Inland telegrams in the United Kingdom covered messages from 
England or Scotland to Ireland or to the Channel Islands, though 
these passed over much longer cables than were necessary in 
communication between this country and France. The carrying 
out of the proposed reform would aid in the maintenance of 
friendly relations between the two countries. It was decided to 
support the proposal, which is to come up for discussion at the 
forthcoming meeting of the Associated Chambers, 


Lincoln.—A meeting of the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce 
was held on the 25th February last, the president (Alderman 
Maltby) presiding.—A communication was received from the 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry at Prague, urging the 
Lincoln Chamber to take steps to secure the establishment of an 
English consulate at Prague.—It was resolved to take steps to 
attain the establishment of the consulate.—A communication was 
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read from a Norwegian, relative to German competition, and 
Mr. T. Bell pointed out the great increase in the tonnage of 
British shipping during the last 10 years as evidence that the 
trade. of Great Britain continued to increase, though Germany 
might have increased her trade in some smaller articles. 

Liverpool_—The meeting of the Committee of the African 
Trade Section of this Chamber was held the last week in February, 
Mr. Alfred L. Jones in the chair. 

A deputation of representatives of the Gold Coast mining 
companies was present,a member of which, in the course of a 
statement oa the prospects of gold mining in the interior, said that 
the Colonial Office is now satisfied that a railway must be made 
without further delay from the coast to the mining district. This 
railway will open up the trade of the far interior, and it is much more 
important that it should go from Takaradi Bay, which is a nearer 
point to the mines than any other point on the coast, because the 
country to the eastward is comparatively unproductive, and there 
is a large quantity of valuable mahogany between Takaradi Bay 
and the mines. 

Further letters were read on the subject of the experimental 
growth of jute in West Africa and a sample of jute recently 
grown in the Botanical Gardens, Old Calabar, was submitted to 
the Committee. This had been valued by Messrs. A, Lindsay and 
Co., of Liverpool, at 111. to 12/. per ton, but it was remarked that 
the sample was small for valuation and unusually short. The 
treasurer, Niger Coast Protectorate, had, however, in forwarding 
the sample, stated that he believed the sample could be improved 
upon both in length and quality, as the seed from which it had 
been grown had been planted too near the end of the rainy 
season to get the full benefit. 

Messrs. Elder, Dempster, and Co. drew attention to the 
following announcement made recently in “ Le Temps,” to which 
it was resolved to draw the attention of the Foreign Office, in 
the hope that protest might be lodged against such preferential 
treatment of French as compared with English firms, 

“ The Administration of the Ivory Coast, wishing to develop as 
quickly as possible, and in as lurge proportions as possible, the 
openiug of settlements in those regions, has decided that French 
merchants who between the Ist January 1897 and the Ist 
January 1900, chall establish factories at Bliron, on the weet 
bank of the Cavally, will receive from the Administration during 
the three years dating from the establishment of their factory a 
subvention which shall equal half of the duties which shall have 
been collected on the goods imported by them to Bliron, or on the 
west bank of the Cavally. The Administration will fix at the end 
of each year the limit of the subvention, which shall not be 
exceeded no matter what the amount of goods imported into each 
factory may be.” i 

Nottingham.—A meeting of the Council of this Chamber was. 
held on the 5th March last, Mr. J. W. Davy in the chair. 

Arising out of the minutes, the secretary mentioned that in 
accordance with the resolution of the Council at their last meeting 
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ghe committee had prepared the form of the petition against the 
North-Eastern Railway Company’s Bill in oo of the pro- 
posed alterations to the Hull Docks, and he had had the petition 
presented in due course by his London agent. Since then the 
legal representatives of the Company had raised objection to the 
locus standi of the Chamber upon the ground that the interests 
which the Chamber represented were not affected by the proposals 
contained in the Bill. He understool that the Company had 
given notice of objection to the petition of other Chambers of 
Commerce. The Nottingham Corporation intended to follow up 
their petition against the Bill, and an arrangement had been 
made with the Corporation whereby the same counsel should 
represent that body and the Chamber of Commerce. 

The remaining business was of local importance only, 

Rochdale——At the recent annual meeting of the Rochdale 
Chamber of Commerce, the secretary read the report for the past 

ear. 

. Iu his address, the chairman, Mr. George Evans, stated that 
he was pleased to say that the cotton trade in Rochdale and 
district had been very fair during the last 12 months, but they 
were coming more face to face with foreign competition, which 
was becoming stronger year by year. He then gave some 
statistics showing what had been done during the last six years 
in the export of yarn, and went on to say that if they compared 
last year’s figures with those of 1890, they would see that duri 
the intervening six yeirs a great amount of textile machinery had 
been sent to their competitors in all parts of the world, and in 
most cases English capital had been found with which to build the 
. mills. Last year alone they exported a large quantity of that 
competing machinery, of which no doubt one-half would be 
spindles. Their largest customers for textile machinery were 
their Continental competitors, who took rather more than two- 
thirds of their entire exports last year. Coincident with that 
large business in machinery there was a falling off in the exports 
of yarn to those same countries. 

In conclusion, the Chairman eaid he was of opinion that there 
was nothing to suggest that British exports are diminishing, and 
those of other countries increasing. 


Sheffield—A meeting of the council of the Sheffield Chamber 
_ of Commerce was held on the 12th February last, Mr. J. E, 
Howell in the chair, 

A letter was read from the Board of Trade stating that it was 
too late this year to alter the denomination of cutlery and hard. 
ware into their constituent parts, but that the subject will be 
dealt with by the departmental committee in the autumn. 

A communication fronf the British Chamber at Paris was read, 
proposing that the Sheffield Chamber should communicate to 
them their opinion of the proposal made by the Paris Chamber 
that the charge for telegrams between this country and France 
rhould be 1d. per word, with a further charge of 4d. or 5 centimes 
until the new cables, which will be necessary in consequence of 
the increased messages arising from the reduced rates, are paid for, 
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The existing charge is 2d. a word. The secretary was instructed 
to convey to the British Chamber that the Sheffield Chamber is 
entirely in favour of the proposed reduction, as being necessary 
for the purposes of trade. 


Walsall—The first meeting of the newly-elected council of 
this Chamber was held on 22nd February last, Mr. T. A. Smith 
(president) in the chair, 

The president stated that some time since they had, on the 
proposition of Mr. Greatrex, written to various persons drawing 
attention to the damage done to hides by the warble fly. He 
read replies from various bodies, some of which stated that they 
would do anything they could to disseminate inforn-ation as to how 
to prevent the ravages of the fly, Others stated that they could 
not undertake the matter, as they had no funds for the purpose. 

Mr. Greatrex eaid that Miss Ormerod had published a valuable 
pamphlet on this question. He suggested that a number of 
copies of this pamphlet be obtained and circulated among the 
farmers. If the farmers would dress their animals, the hides 
could be saved from injury by this fly. The agricultural societies 
and others were taking it up, and if the farmers helped, it could 
be cured. 

Mr. F. C. Smith eaid that they must get at the butchers, and get 
them to impress the farmers, some of whom said that these 
were “thriving grubs,” and that beasts would do no good unless 
they had these grubs. Asa matter of fact, when the beasts were 
killed, the meat was found to be full of grubs, which were a very 
serious injury to it. The fly was a purely local one, and could be 
easily dealt with if the farmers would take it up. 

After some little discussion as to details, it was resolved that ° 
the pamphlets should be obtained and circulated. 

The president announced the receipt of circulars from the 
Foreign Office with regard to consular reports, and it was resclved 
to write for additional copies to send to the various members of 
the Chamber. 

A circular was also read, asking for a list of local trades to be 
sent to the Foreign Office, so that they could be sent to the 
foreign consuls for their information. 

It was resolved that a list should be prepared by a small 
committee and forwarded as requested, 
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1. Railway Companies (Injuries to Servants)—No. 65. Price 4d. 

This is a return showing the numbers of servants reported to 
the Board of Trade by the under-mentioned railway companies as 
having been killed and injured by accidents in which the movement 
of vehicles was concerned, during the years 1893, 1894, and 1895 ; 
the computed number of servants on each railway on the 31st 
day of December in each of those years; and the proportion 
between deaths and injuries and the number of servants: on the 
Great Eastern; Great Northern; Lancashire and Yorkshire ; 
North-Eastern ; London and North-Western; Midland; Great 
Western; London and South-Western ; South-Eastern ; London, 


Brighton, and South Coast; Caledonian; North British ; and 
Highland Railways; with the same particulars for the United 
Kiogdom in the following form :— 


Year 1893. 


Computed 
Name of Number of a maahee Proportion | Proportion 


Railway. Persons | Persons, Killed | of Injured 


Employed on 
Slat Desember, | Killed. | Injured. | to Employed, | to ¥mployed, 


1. 2. 5 6. 


In a note it is stated that the number of persons employed in 
‘the years 1893 and 1894 are taken from a table compiled from 
information supplied to the Board of Trade by the railway com- 
panies, for the purpose of a return of the ten! Office as to 
accidents (factories, railways, and mines), H.C. 402, 1890. Those 
for the year 1895 are taken from statements furnished by the 
railway companies in conformity with a circular letter of the 
Board of Trade, 
- An analysis and comparison of the figures in the returns of 
accidents appear to show that the railway companies did not 
report all minor accidents on a uniform basis, owing to a difference 
in their interpretation of the meaning of the provisions of the 
Regulation of Railways Act, 1871. In. estimating, therefore, 
the reliability of the figures set out, and in comparing the pro- 
pean, of accidents on the several lines, this difference must be 
rne in mind, in fairness to those companies who habitually 
reported every acciclent of whatever kind which occurred. 

The Board of Trade have, it is stated, now issued an order 
under the Regulation of Railways Act, 1871, laying down an 
uniform basis on which such accidents should be returned, and 
the returns for the year 1896 have been prepared on this basis, 
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2. Reports. Friendly Societies, Industrial and Provident 
Societies, and Trade Unions. 1895. Part B. Appendix (L.) 
Industrial and Provident Societies. 94—1. Price 11d. 

This publication, which is issued by the Chief Registrar of 
Friendly Societies, contains Appendices to his general report for 
the year ending 31st December 1895. It gives, in eztenso, lists of 
the Societies registered under the Industrial and Provident 
Societies Act, 1893, with a general summary of annual returns 
received for the year ending 3lst December 1895. 


3. Co-operative Contracts. Board of Trade, Labour Depart- 
ment, Report on Contracts given out by Public Authorities to 
Associations of Workmen. (C.—8233.) Price 1s, 5d. 


This return contains a report which has been prepared by the 
Labour Department of the Board of Trade with regard to the 
practice of public authorities in the United Kingdom and else- 
where in giving cortracts to associations of workmen. The 
inquiry, it is stated, was undertaken in pursuance of a recommen- 
dation contained in the report of the late Royal Commission on 
Labour. 

The Com nissioner for Labour states in his introduction to the 
report that a large amount of valuable information has been 
collected with regard to the general question of co-operative 
contracts for public authorities, and the workmen’s associations 
by which such contracts have been carried out, which has not 
hitherto been available, and will, it is hoped, be found of interest. 


4, Prison-made Goods. Copy of Correspondence between the 
Board of Trade and the Foreign Office, and between the Foreign 
Office and certain of Her Majesty's Representatives abroad on 
the Subject of Foreign Prison-made Goods. (C—8339.) Price 3d. 


This is a return issued by the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade giving, in extenso, the correspondence that has 
assed between that Department, the Foreign Office, and Her 
Majesty’s representatives abroad with reference to the subject of 


prison labour, and the regulations affecting such labour in foreign 
countries. ‘The correspondence now printed commences on the 
12th of July 1895, and is carried down to the 11th September 
1896. 


5. Correspondence respecting the Reduction of the Ottoman 
Light Dues. Commercial No.1. 1897. (C.—8307.) Price 54d, 


This paper contains the correspondence which has passed 
between Her Majesty’s representatives at Constantinople, the 
Foreign Office, the Board of Trade, as well as the representative 
of the Sultan in London with reference to the reduction of the 
Ottoman Light Dues, and the renewal of the Collas Lighthouse 
Concession. The correspondence, which is here printed, in extenso, 
commences on the 28th September 1894, and is carried down to 
the 10th of October 1896, 
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6. Post-Office Newspaper Post. Copy of Report on extension of 
Newspaper Post by the Postage Rates Committee of the Post Office, 
dated the 24th day of June 1896. 39. Price 14d. 

This is the report of the Departmental Committee appointed 
by tke Post Office to consider the subject of the extension of the 
newspaper post to magazines and other publications issued 
periodically, the question before the Committee, being, it is stated 
whether the law might be altered so as cn the one hand to 
extend the present newspaper post by admitting to its privileges 
magazines and other publications, and, on the other hand, to 
restrict the advantages of that post by substituting for the present 
single rate of one halfpenny for any newspaper a scale of one 
halfpenny for every 8 oz. 

The Committee in their present report’ observe amongst other 
things that magazines and periodical publications can now be sent 
by book-post at a rate of a halfpenny for 2 0z., or 4d. a lb., or by 
parcel post at a rate of 3d. the first lb., and 1}d. a lb. afterwards. 
At the same time the Post Office claims no monopoly of the 
transmission of such matter, and where it is more advantageous 
to employ newsagents the publishers are at liberty to doso. It 
has often been suggested that an exceptional rate should be 
established for periodicals sent in bulk ; but, even if the suggestion 
did not involve a serious loss to the revenue, it is in the opinion 
of the Committee a debatable point whether the Post Office should 
go out of its way to facilitate direct communication between the 
large publishing firms and individuals to the detriment of the 
local bookseller and newsagent. Even trade opinion is, it is stated, 
not unanimous on the question, the Retail Newsagents’ and Kook- 
sellers’ Union being strongly opposed to the proposals of the great 
publishing firms. 

Having regard to the more weighty considerations to which the 
Committee have alluded, it is, in their opinion, a minor matter 
what the effect of a scale of a balfpenny for 8 oz. would be upon 
the parcel post, Much, it is stated, of the printed matter going 
at the halfpenny rate would be withdrawn from the parcel post, 
for the periodical post would be at the rate of 1d per lb. with 8 oz. 
breaks, whereas the parcel post is at the rate of 14d. per lb. with 
an additional 14d. on the initial lb. and with 1 lb. breaks. At 
the present time the Committee state a very considerable propor- 
tion of book matter passes by parcel post, and although the 
Department at the lower points of the scale may make no great 
profit, it certainly, in their opinion,’does nat incur a loss at all 
comparable to that which it would incur under the new scheme, 


7. General Post Office Parcel Post Agreement, with detailed 
Regulations, between Great Britain and Sweden, (C.—8311.) 
Price 2d. 


This agreement provides that parcels may be forwarded by: 
parcel mR from the United Kingdom to Sweden up to the weight 
of 11 lbs. English, and from Sweden to the United Kingdom up _ 
to the weight of 5 kilogrammes, 
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It provides that the exchange of parcel mails between the two 
countries shall be carried on by the direct sea route. 

The parcels thus exchanged may be insured up to the sum of 
501. sterling, or 900 kronor (1,250 francs). 

The sums to be prepaid on parcels originating in the United 
Kingdom addre:sed to Sweden, conveyed between the two 
countries by sea direct, are as follows :— 


On parcels from the United Kingdom for Sweden :— 


Insurance 
Fee for 
Not over | Over 3 lbs. | Over 7 Ibs. | °Very 12. 


3 Ibs. but not but not 
| in Weight. | over 7 Ibs. | over 11 lbs. 4 


British territorial postage - 

Sen postage - 

Swedish territorial postage 
Totals - 


It is provided that the present agreement shall supersede the 
Convention dated the 16th of March and the 13th of April 1886, 
and the supplementary agreement of the 17th of November and 


the 19th of December 1893. The _o came into operation 


on the 1st day of January 1897, and is terminable on a notice of 
one year by either party. 

The agreement was signed in duplicate at Stockholm the 
16th day of November 1896, and at London the 22nd day of 


December 1896. 


8. Coal Tables. Copy of Statement showing the Production 
and Consumption of Coal, anil the Number of Persons employed 
in Coal Production, in the Principal Countries of the World, in 
each Year from 1883 to 1895, as far as the particulars can be 
stated, 1. Price 5d. 


This is the third issue of a return made by the Board of Trade 
to an order of the House of Commons. It shows the quantity 
and value of coal produced in the principal countries of Europe, 
and in Japan, and the United States of America, in each year 
from 1883 to 1895 inclusive ;. also the quantity und value of coal 

roduced in the British colonies and possessions in each year 
from 1883 to 1895 inclusive; the average value per ton of coal 
ywroduced in the principal countries of Europe, in Japan, in the 
Dnited States of America, and in certain British colonies and 
possessions, in each year from 1883 to 1895 inclusive ; the total 
quantity of coal remaining for home consumption, and consump- 
tion per head of the population -in the nage countries of 
Europe, and in Japan and the United States of America, in 
~ each year from 1883 to 1895 inclysive ; and the total quantity 
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of coal remaining for home consumptivn, and consumption per 
head of the napeltinn in the British colonies and possessions in 
each year from 1883 to 1895 inclusive. 

In the introduction it is stated that the statistics given in the 
first number of these tables have been continued in the present 
number, to the latest date to which it has been practicable to 
obtain the necessary information. To the tables given in previous 
numbers of the present statement, there has been added. in the 
present number a comparative statement showing the average 
value per ton of the coal produced in the principal countries of 
the world, and in the chief British colonies and possessions. 
The figures relating to the average value of the coal peeanand ; 
show many variations, and a word of caution is perhaps 
necessary with regard to them, In comparing these figures it 
must be borne in mind that many circumstances—such as the 
inferior quality of the coal mined, improved machinery, nearness 
to the surface, the friable nature of the soil, &e. go to reduce the 
price of production at the pit’s mouth; whilst on the other hand, 
the hardness of the coal mined and the depth of the mines from 
which it is extracted, as well a3 the goodness of the quality, do 
much to enhance the price, in addition to any difference there may 
be in the cost of labour. 


9. Railway and Canal Traffic Acts, 1854 to 1894. Eighth 
Annual Report of the Railway and Canal Commission with 
Appendix, 1896, (C—8329.) Price 34d. 


This is the Eighth Annual Report of the Commissioners under 
the Railway and Canal Traffic Acts. It contains lists of applica- 
tions made to the Court during the year 1896, and of the cases 
which have been heard during the year. Lists of the working 
agreements submitted to the Commission for approval are also 


given in the Appendix, The Report is dated 30th January 1897, 


10. Truck Acts. Memorandum relating to the Truck Acts for 
the use of Her Majesty's Inspectors of Mines and Factories. 
(C.—8330.) Price 2d. 

This is a Memorandum setting forth the law relating to truck 
which has been drawn up by the Home Office for the instruction 
of Her Majesty’s Inspectors of Mines and Factories who are 
charged with the duty of seeing that the Truck Acts are not 
infringed in all factories, mines, and workshops inspected by 
them, : 

The law relating to truck is, it is stated, contained in the . 
following Acts of Parliament :—The “ Truck Act, 1831.” “The 
Truck Amendment Act, 1887.” “The Hosiery Manufacture 
(Wages) Act, 1874.” “The Truck Act, 1896.” A reprint of 
theee Acts is appended to the present Memorandum, 
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XXIIT.—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


France.—The Board of Trade have received, through the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a despatch from 
Her Majesty’s Representative at Paris, respecting the entry into 
France of goods shipped to Great Britain from India before the 
outbreak of the plague, and warehoused for ultimate despatch to 
France, from which it appears that goods coming from an Indian 
port declared contaminated, en route for France, whether or not 
they be at present stored in London or any other English port, 
are subject to the sanitary regulations of the 9th February last, 
whatever may have been the date of departure from India, 

Goods despatched from India before the 5th February last 
from a port not declared contaminated are to be censidered as 
coming from an uninfected country. 

It is necessary, therefore, for importers to take means to prove if 
possible that goods were despatched from British India previous to 
the 5th February last and did not come from any port declared 
to be infected. 


XXIII.—POST OFFICE NOTICES, 


Marts ror St. HELENA AND ASCENSION, 
The working of the mail service to and from the islands of 
St. Helena and Ascension during the next few months will be as 
follows 


Ovurwarp. Homewarp, 
Arrive at Leave Freie hd Arrive in 
‘Leave London. St. Helena St. Helena : London 
day) about 
— -- 19 Mar. - | 22 Mar. - | 5 April. 
Morning, 27 Mar. - 12 April. 21 April - 23 April -| 6 May. 
Morning, 24 April- | 10 May. 19 May - | 21 May - | 3 June, 
Morning, 22 May - 7 June. 16June - 18June 1 July. 
Morning, 19 June - | 5 July. 14 July oh 16 July - | 29 July. 
Morning, 17 July - | 2 Aug. 11 Aug. - | 13 Aug. - | 26 Aug. 
Morning, 14 Aug. - | 30 Aug.: 8 Sept. - | 10 Sept. - | 23 Sept. 
Morning, 11 Sept. - | 27 Sept. 6 Oct. - | 8 Oct. - | 21 Oct. 


In the homeward direction the actual dates of sailing and 
arrival cannot be absolutely guaranteed, but the dates given in 
the foregoing table will be adhered to as closely as possible. 

Parcel mails will be made up on the afternoon of the 25th of 
March, the 22nd of April, the 20th of May, the 17th of June, 
the 15th of July, the 12th of August, and the 9th of September. 
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XXIV.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—¥oreien TrapEe or THE Kinepom. 
SraTeMeENT of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Kinepom during the Month and Two Months ended 
28th February 1897, compared with the corresponding periods of 


the year 1896. 


MONTH ENDED 28TH FEBRUARY. 
I. Imports FROM ForEIGN CouNTRIES AND British PossEssions. 


Month ended 
28th February 


1897. 


1896. 


Increase. 


Decrease, 


I, Animals, living (for food) 
of food and drink, duty 


food and drink, duti- 
Tobacco, dutiable - 
III. Metals - 
IV. dyestuffs, and tanning 
V. Oils - - 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures 
Vif. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures - 

VIII. Manufactured articles - - 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - 
(B.) Parcel post 


Total Value - 


775,367 
11,860,734 


2,127,045 
309,899 
1,830,336 


678,474 
711,481 
8,091,585 


2,795,651 
6,840,726 
1,130,623 

98,243 


846,547 
11,400,923 


1,749,082 
800,272 
1,669,857 


997,247 
777,085 
7317794 


2,746,428 
6,582,296 
1,425,915 

93,433 


37,245,164 


85,476,786 


Il. Exports or British AND Irish Propuce AND MANUFACTURES. 


I. Animals, living - 
IL. Articles of food and drink - - 
Ill, Raw materials - - 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 


(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics Re 


(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - - 


(C.) Machinery and millwork - ~- 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 
(E.) Chemicals,and chemical and medi- 

cinal preparations - - - 
(F.) All yoy articles, either manu- 
(G.) Parcel post 


50,798 
750,864 


& 
8,600 

51,059 

54,200 


36,068 
28,493 
33,018 


Ill. Exports or Forgien anp COLONIAL 


5,224,138 


369 
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| 160,479 
| 
49.23, 
308,490 
| 4,708 
| 801,920 
1,283,275 | | 
| 7.773300 | 9.467.498) — 
1,248,092 | 1,972,084 
854,513 918,987 
745,880 | 47,887 ~ 
2,414,666 | 2,660,984 245,588 
146,352 198,884 : 
19,704098| — | 
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I—Forgiegn TRADE OF tHE Unitep Kinapom—cont. 


Two MonTHS ENDED 28TH FEBRUARY. 


I. Imports From COUNTRIES AND BRITISH POSSESSIONS. 


ended 
‘ebruary 
Increase, 


1897. 1896. 


£ 
I, Animals, living (for food) - - 1,617,854 
IL. food and drink, duty 


23,918,781 


3,641,988 
617,074 
8,351,300 


1,788,719 
1,600,248 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures 16,818,977 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures - 5,986,140 

VIII. Manufactured articles 12,619,988 
TX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - 2,384,030 
(B.) Parcel post - 216,099 


II. Exports or British AND Irish Propuck anp MANUFACTURES. 


2 
I. Animals, living - - 127,096 105,498 21,618 


IL. Articles of food and drink 1,636,549 | 7,646,989 - 
2,700,777 


(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics 19,547,384 
(B.) Metals and articles man 

(except machinery) 5,148,806 

(C.) Machinery and millwork - : 2,548,439 

(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 1,909,826 

(E.) Chemicals, and chemical and medi- 

preparations - 


F.) All other articles, either manu- 


1,479;246 


5,478,309 
(G.) Parcelpost - 230,885 


Total Value 40,850,586 


Ii]. Exports or Foreign anp CoLoniaL Proruce. 


£ 


4 | 
| 
| | 
| 
iii 
i IV. Chemicals, dyestu’ 
| 
— 
i 
| 
| IV. Articles manufactured and partly man | . 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
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IL—Corn Prices. 


Return of the Quantities soLp and Averace Prices of Britis 
Corn, Measure, as received from the Inspectors 
_ Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. 


Qrs. Qrs. Qrs. 
Week ended 6th February 1897 63,536 , 16,337 
» 18th - 58,440 68,252 17,653 SC: 
45,976 54,930 16,008 


49,040 51,365 17,490 


211,994 253,651 67,489 


214,187 396,104 116,478 
207,709 77,209 


Week ended 6th February 1897 
13th 


4 
Quantities sold. 
Corresponding month in 1896. 4 
Average Prices. 
s. d, s. da. 
- 30 7 24 10 16 7 
: 29 8 24 8 16 6 . 
» 20th -| 9811 23 9 16 5 
- 28 2 23 8 16 3 
February 1897 - - ~ 29 4 24 2 16 5 
January 1897 - - - 31 2 24°11 16 4 . 
December 1896 ~ 31 8 25 1 16 7 
October ,, - - 27 10 28 10 18 9 
September ,, - - 23 9 24 0 144 
August - - 22 14 20 9 14.4 
July ” = aN 24 4 18 3 15 0 
June ”» - - - 25 1 20 8 14,10 
May 25 6 21 6 14.8 
April 24 10 21 10 13 6 
March, 25 3 138 7 
February 1896 - Si 4 26 2 22 2 13 11 
» 1895 20 0 21 18 8 
- 25 0 5 120 
« - 25 9 25 17 17 9 
H 2 
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1897. 


Rervrn of the Nomsers, Nationatitizs, and Destinations of the 
Passencers that left the Unirep Krnepom for Praces out of 
Evrorx during the Month ended 28th February 1897, and the 
Two Months ended 28th February 1897, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


Total 

British Cape All | for 
United Austral- | of Good corre- 
Nationalities. | [mited | North | Austral- | of Good | other | Total. 

America. Natal, | Places. 
1896. 
Month ended 28th February. 
English - . 1,981 485 617 1,274 867 5,224 6,358 
Scotch - ot 309 14 17 236 68 694 798 
Irish 635 13 12 174 26 860 1,055 
ams 512 | 1,734 91 | 6778 | 38,804 
Forcigners  - - 1,543 262 24 546 74 2,449 8,814 
Nationalities - 229 243 266 
Total - 4,482 774 670 2,280 1,264 9,470 12,088 
56 8 276 
sponding ng 7,019 7 43 2,394 12,288 
Two Months ended 28th February. 
English - + = 3,748 787 1,424 2,858 1,919 10,736 11,889 
Scotch - . ° 544 19 57 404 147 1,261 1,476 
Irish - ° 1,134 19 37 229 31 1,450 1,786 
Total of British? | sess | | 3581 | 2007 | 18487 | 
Foreigners - ~ 2,858 471 61 1,389 178 4,957 6,768 
Nationalities not 316 8 502 $21 
Total 8,600 1,296 1,582 4,970 2,777 19,225 22,4406 
Total for corre- 
19,914 1,842 1,885 8,017 | 98,446 


: 
—The above made up at the earliest date after the close of each 
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IV.—ALIEN 1897. 


Return of the Number of Atrens that arrived from the Continent at Portst in the 
Unitep Kinepom during the Month and Two Months ended 28th February 
1897, compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 

under Act 6 Will. 4. c. 11. 
sect. 2. 
Gothenburg, 


Amsterdam, Christ: Dieppe. Continental 
and Antwerp. Ports. 


| 1896. | 1096. | 1897. | 1896. 1807. | 1806. 


Month of February. 
Aliens not stated to be os _— 


route to America or other 
laces out ot the United 
om 


ao 
= 


$\¢! 


Aliens en route to America 
or other 


|! 


4,999 


Months of January and February. 


Aliens not stated to be en 
route 


America or other 
laces out of the United 
ingdom 


O71 


6e7 1,068 


Total of aliens en route and 
of aliens not stated to be 
en route to America or >| 2,091 | 2,579 798 | 1225 | 4,734 | 1,105 | 785 | 2,882 
one Fare out of the 


Kingdom* - - 


150 
737 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to Ameri: 
out of the United Kingdom,” and “ Aliens en route to America, &c.,” is due to the fact that a large number 
who arrive from Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United 
sidered desirable to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the “ Aliens not 
America, &c.,” come to this country for settlement, there being in fact a ony 0 emigration of foreigners from this 
country, while many of the Aliens arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual Report 
on Emigration and Immigration, No. 130, Sess. 1896, and Monthly Emigration yng | 
t ing? ato from which Alien Lists are reeajved are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Gl: 

. Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy,*Leith, savereel, London, M 

brough, Newcaetle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Su and West 
lists received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show 
who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers. 

tThe number of sailors included with the aliens who arrived at ports in Dae. United Kingdom not en 


places out of the United Kingdom in the month of February 1897 was 850, 688 in the same month of 1896; in 
the two months ended February 1897 the number was 1,566, and in the same mcnths of 1896ithe number was 1,333, 


a : Bremen, and | Total. g 
| 
Arrived at London 720 183 62 | 949) 7,048 
Grimsby - 45 76 7 23 80} 150 
” Hull - - 39 118 - —_ 93 104 224 825 
» Tyne Ports- 5 8 191 gs | 413 | s08 
leith - - 12 28 42 af 90 107 
Newhaven - ~ 872 q 570 378 
Other ports - 74 95 202 184 375 365 
=| 728| 1069 sye| 495 | $2,701 | 
: 
United Kingdom : | 
» Other ports- 10 7 2 $35 | 335 | 358) 3847 
Total - -| 857 296 90 54 - - 580 | 497 | 1263 | 
Total of aliens en route und 
of aliens not stated to be | | 
en route to America or }| 1,085 | 1,837 439 621 | 570 s7@ | 1,248 | 7,392 | 3,964 | 4,669 
other places out of ihe | 
| 
1,440 | 7,95@| .587| 7os| 802) [| 1,105; 764 7,058 | $5,284 | $5,166 
Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United Hingdom 
Total No. -| 651 982 | 7,469 | 2,206 | 3,058 
| 18417 
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AND WALES. 


Nomser of Recervinc Orpers GazeTrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 


Two Months 


a. ended February 


1897. | 1896. | 1897. 


No. No. 
Total gazetted - - 348 
Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations :— 


Grocers, &c. - - 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &e. - 
ilders - - 
Butchers - - 
Boot and shoe manufacturers ond dealers 
Bakers - - - 
Drapers, haberdashers, ‘ke. - 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers - 
Greengrocers, &e. - 
Tailors, &c. - 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &e. 
Agents, commission and general 
Carpenters and joiners - 
Furniture dealers and makers 
Clerks, commercial and general 
Cabinet-makers and 
Solicitors 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &e. - 
Provision merchants, &c. - 
Lodging-house keepers ~ 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. 
Directors and promoters bad public 


Engineers and founders, &e. 
Ironmongers 
Cattle and pig dealers - 

importers 


Scheolmasters echoolmistresses 
Gardeners, florists, &c. 


~ ~ ~ 
WW 


u : 
Printers and publishers 
Milliners, dressmakers, &e. - 


WA 


GAG 


374 4 
No. 
44 
24 24 45 61 
18 19 41 52 
20 24 32 4g 
: 10 13 24 23 
11 23 13 
8 20 11 
13 18 - 
7 13 7 
10 18 17 
8 ll 13 
4 ll 14 
4 9 
6 
2 
3 
3 
8 
2 
3 
| | 
§ Tobacconists, &c. er, - 
| | 
4 
General dealers - - rs 1 
- 1 
1 
Contractors =. 2 
Wheelwrights - - - 4 3 
Hosiers, glovers, &. -| 8 
Auctioneers - - 2 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 
| 
| 
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Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations—cont. 
Fishing-net and smack ont 
masters 
Corn, and straw mer- 
ghants and deal 
Saddlers and makers 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. ~ 
= cowkeepers, &c. 
Biac iths, farriers, ia 
Millers - - 
Officers in Army 
Brokers, stock and share 
Hair-dressers - 
Architects and surveyors 


AKG 


dealers - 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors - 
Stone, marble, and monument masons - 
Timber merchants and wood dealers - 


Clerks in holy orders - 


DA GS a 


VL—Exprort or Live ANIMALS From IRELAND TO Great 
BRITAIN. 


Return of the Numper of Anmats exported from InELanp to Great 
Brrrain during the Month and Two Months ended 28th 
Year 18 1897, compared with the corresponding Periods of the 

ear 1896. 


Two Months 
ended February 


257,499 


ebruary Two Months 
ended February 
E 1897. | 1896. | 1897. | 1896. : 
No. No. | No. No. : 
2 2 
1 2 
1 2 
1 2 
2 2 
1 2 
2 
1 2 
1 2 
3 2 
Chemists, druggists, and chemical : 
manufacturers - - - 1 1 
Restaurant, coffee, and eating-house 
2 1 
1 1 
1 1 1 
1 2 1 
| — 2| 
1897. | 1896. | 1897. | 1896. 
No. No. No. No. 
Cattle - - - | 80,894 | 44,362 | 74,811 83,463 
Sheep - 7,338 | 70,373 | 26,216 21,329 
Swine - - | 62,785 | 76,724 | 152,158 | 144,496 
Goats 18 6 28 18 
Horses - -| 2,222] 38,49) 4,257 4807 
Mules or Jennets 4 2 4 
Asie 13 19 27 23 
Total + | 198.974 | 254,057 
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VII.—Fisnery Statistics. ENGLAND AND WALEs. 


Statement of the Torat Quantity and of the Fis returned 
as landed on the EnatisH and Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Two Months ended 28th February 
1897, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1896. 


Two Months ended 
February 


February 


Brill - 


Soles 
Turbot - - 
Prime fish not separately distinguished 


Total prime fish - 


2,805 
974 


7894 
11,140 


22,300 


Total value of fish landed . 407,683 


<—The above figures are sub; to correction in the Annual Returns. The values 
A ect the octual values returned hy the local officers at each place. 


4 
| 
| 
4 
1897, | 1896. 1897. 1896. 
QuanTiry. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Owts. 
Prime fish not separately distinguished - 1,245 1,979 3,313 4,800 
q Total prime fish - - 13,878 17,519 29,708 36,312 
Hake - - ° 2,125 1,417 4,201 8,454 
Herrings - 7,556 75 18,867 22,006 
Mackerel 1,107 432 2,752 1,498 
| - + =| 420088 |” 460498 |! 816256 | 967,007 | 
=a No. No. No. No. 
Cwts. Cwts. || Cwts. Owts. 
Other shell fish 40,488 42,729 | 65,523 98,036 
i 2 £ 
4,042 4,505 | 8,372 9,818 
40,381 405778 85,999 97,422 
q a 20,228 23,230 43,907 51,827 
4 
Hake 1,770 1,40 3,851 3,509 
i Halibut - 4615 8,527 7,705 12,976 
Herrings 1,521 872 3,815 49360 
Fah not separately distinguished, ae 51,296 60,962 113,708 123,185 
Total . 363,081 885,383 747,489 796,817 
j Lobsters . - 629 916 1,510 
i e 10,105 | 19,408 13,921 
Other shell fish 9,082 14542 | 
Total - ‘ 20,922 36,555 | 
| 
| 
{ 
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VIIL—Fisnery 
Srarement of the Quantity and of the returned 
az landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month and Two 
Months ended 28th February 1897 compared with the cornesponding 


Periods of the ba 1896. 


February 


Two Months ended 
February 


ot separately distinguished, except 


Fish not sepa distinguished, exc 
inguished. cept 
Total 
Shell Fish :— 
Crabs 
Lobsters 
Mussels 
Other shell fish 
Total - - 
Total value of fish lande 1 


10,708 


217,209 


Norr.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 


4 
4 
q 
1897. | 1896. 1897. | 1896. 
Quantity. 
- 356 264 670 498 
Cod. . . 61,86 115,085 106,287 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill - 5,282 18,618 8,617 25,407 
Haddock - - 173,013 127,445 260,867 
Halibut - 1,130 1,052 1,887 4 
Herrings 33,168 57,734 73,381 89,554 
Ting 15,534 8,058 24,857 12,344 
rsk (Tusk) - - - 348 179 530 
3,394 4,809 5,876 8873 
4,390 4087 9,342 8,359 
Total - =| 81736 | 994,006 || 590,864 | 
Cwts. Cuts. Owts. duis. 
Other shell fish ‘ | 71088 
Soles (Lemon Soles) 1,453 3,196 4517 
« 19,477 21, 39,320 13 
4 
Haddock | 54135 40,356 100,380 88,030 
“ Halibut - ° ° 1,946 1,727 3,219 2,834 
Herrings - 13,219 9,044 26,898 17,908 
L 4,629 2,666 7,616 4.395 
Skate 3,077 1,918 4,982 3,265 
Sparling - - - 415 82 682 180 
Sprats - 16 = oF 
816 gat 1,768 2,059 
: 109,388 97,614 206,501 198,687 
246 45 563 
158 135 309 298 
410 396 839 779 ¢ 
2,075 2,076 3,487 4,302 
1,349 1,870 1,934 2,410 
5,869 | 18,024 
| 118,287 108,878 214,661 
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IX.—Fisnery StTaTistics.—IRELAND. 


Statement of the Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Two 
Months ended 28th February 1897, compared with the correspond- 
ing Periods of the Year 1896. 


February ~ 
1897 1896 1897 1896. 
QUANTITY. 
Cuts. Owts. Cwts. 
Turbot - 87 60 || 167 195 
Total prime fish - - 199 155 372 283 
Cod - - 318 9,514 16,140 12,908 
Haddock - - 3,314 2,86/ 7,230 7,875 
- 3,262 3,297 6,408 
erel - 139 465 692 875 

iting ( - - a 791 1,846 1,444 2,906 

gi separately distinguished, except 4,860 3,001 8,947 5,486 
Total ° ° - 23,137 19,047 48,336 86,329 
Shell Fish :— No. No. No. No. 

Other shell fish - : - - 1,618 3,250 3,190 4882 

VALUE. 

2 £ 2 
Soles - - - - - 415 455 765 742 
Turbot - - - 329 287 600 510 

; Total prime fish - - 744 692 1,365 1,252 
Cod 2,482 8,732 5,216 5,476 
Haddock - ‘ - 2,000 1,887 4,123 4544 
- - 83 25 455 
iting - - - 518 784 884 1,809 
Fish not separately 1,520 1,460 3,228 2,868 

shell fish - 

9,177 9,885 18,891 28, 

Shell Fish :— 
Lobsters - 181 186 304 
- - 67 188 272 
shel) fish 345 489 640 
Total 598 818 1,109 1,865 
Total valueof fishianded - 9,770 10,153 20,000 19,447 


Norse.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 


f 
H 
4 
i 
4 
i 
q 
i 
| 
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X.—Cortron Returns.—Fesrvuary 1897, 


Return of the Numer of Batzs of Corron Iwportep and Exrorrep, 
Forwakrpep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and REetuRNED to 
the Month and Two Months ended February 1897, 


Ports duri 
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compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1896. 


Two Months ended 


Month of 
. February February 
1897, 1896. | 1897. 1896. 
Iurorts. 

No. No. No. No. 
American ~ - 879,117 302,943 893,896 596,744 
Brazilian - - 14,597 1,484 15,339 11,866 
East Indian - - 16,617 15,226 23,467 24,486 
42,108 227 91,837 106,910 
- - 3,146 5,757 9,022 7,271 
Total : 455,585 365,637 1,088,561 747,277 

Exports. 

American 26,332 10,218 44,281 27,604 
Brazilian - 786 500 1,550 
East Indian - - 8,767 5,557 12,295 9,508 
Egyptian - - 8,632 10,834 11,906 28,150 
Miscellaneous - 744 2,288 1,57 1 5,392 
Total a - 89,475 29,623 70,503 72,201 

Forwarpep from Ports to Intanp Towns. 
American - | 285,821 212,849 474,822 498,413 
Brazilian - "eid 8,510 5,870 6,447 12,876 
East Indian - : 5,418 3,377 10,506 6,142 
jan - 29,036 31,598 62,734 71,482 
iscellaneous - - 10,549 10,008 22,039 20,507 
Total - , 283,834 263,696 576,548 569,120 


Forwarpep from Intanp Towns to Ports. 


@ 299 384 589 433 
= 
49 49 

16 46 19 140 
815 430 608 633 


4 
| 
e 3 
: 
American - - - 
Brazilian 
_ East Indian 
Total - 
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XI.—Periopicat Returns or Imports Exports. 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the 
under-mentioned CountTRIES in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Rouble = 2s. ; Franc = 9,$,d. ; Milreis = 4s..6d.; Lira = 9,8,d. 
Gulden = 1s. 8d.; Drachma = 9,5,d.; Lew = 9d. ; L. 
Egyptian = 1/. Os. 64d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Inorts. 


Aggregate for Period of the 
Value for the Month, | Year, including latest Month, 
Name of Country. | yonth. 


1896. | 1895. ; | 1896. | 1895. 
Russiain Europe -j| Oct. - | Roubles 47,980,000 | 45.808,000 452,353,000 414,011,000 
; 897) (7890) (1897) (1896) 
France Jan. Frs, - $44,415,000 | 326,359,000 


8 1896 
P ortugal -| Nov. -/| Milreis- 2 845,000 ( ) 


-| Dec. Lire 114,916,000 | 723,772,000 11,178,067,000 | 7,7 000 


(1896) 396) 
Austria-Hungary -j| Jan. - | Gulden - 57,504,000 | 55,604,000 = ee 

1896 (7895) (1896) (7895) 
Greece - -| Oct. | Drchms. 11,143,000 | 77,287,000 94,327,000 86,605,000 
Bulgaria - - ~-/| Oct. -| Eew 9,204,000 7,235,000 60,017,000 56,788,000 
Egypt Aug. LE. 753,000 607,000 5,617,000 

(1897 (1896) (1897) (1396) 
United States - Jan. -/ Dollars - 51,327,000 | 68,648,000 

(1896) (1895) (1896) (7895) 
Mexico ° - | Sept. - = 4,169,000 2,816,000 35,252,000 25,097,000 


British India* -| Dec. -| Rupees 6,10,49,161 562,738,753 55,52,00,158 | 50,63,70,607 


RTS. 
Russiain Europe -| Oct. - bles 84,980,000 | 67,646,000 556,199,000 |. 563,527,000 
) (1895) (1896) (1895) 
Portugal - - Nov. -| Milreis- 2,013,000 |  2%375,000 24,260,000 245791,000 
» =| Dec. Lire 121,371,000 | 777,504,000 || 1,051,877,000| 7,037.751,000 
le - u 
Austria-Hungary 1396 (7898) (1898) (7895) 
Greece ° -| Oct. - | Drehms. 8,884,000 | 7,573,000 58, 57,574,000 
Bulgaria - - Oct. - Lew - 18,025,000 77,569,000 86,534,000 61,118,000 
- | Aug. L.E. 335,000} 366,000 7,829,000 6 
(1896) (7898) (1896) (1895) 
Mexico - - | Sept. ” 6,144, 7 76,370,000 73,801 000 
British India* Dec. - | Rupees 8,46,86,714 | 70,75,78,579 || 75,10,92,968 | 80,59,69,807 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 
except in the case of 


aluation for 1896 ; 
‘cand on the valuation for 1895. 


ures are for the 1st April. 
for December 
culars published for the pre 


te, are 
ious months of 1 


and exports, h of 


based on the official 
896 having been 


i 4 
i 

i 

4 ; 

a 
q 

q 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

i 

oe United States, Mexico, and British 

| “Special” means, in the case of imports, imports for 

exports ture 

The 

Wi + The 

| 

| 

qq 


Mar. 1897.) STATISTICAL TABLES, 


XIL—Fore1en Traps or Inpta. 


381 


into BrrrisH Inpra from Foreran COUNTRIES. 


1 Moai be 
mber 
Increase. | Decrease, 
1895, 1896. 
R. R. R. 
L.—Animals, living - =| 28,683,664 36,06,806 7,438,142 
{I.—Articles of food and drink — 
Sugar - | 2,29,20,314 | 2,26,54,042 2,66,272 
Other articles  4,04,56,446 4,12,91,709 8,35,263 
I{L —Metais and manufactures of — 
Hardware and cutlery (in- 
cluding plated-ware) -| 1,08,73,398 | 1,17,32,124 8,58,726 om 
Metals - -| 4,50,91,707 | 4,15,92,606 34,99,101 
Machinery and mili-work -| 2,15,44,811 2,70,32,474 54,87,663 aio 
lant and rolling- 
sack (ate than Gover 
. 1,21,65,187 | 1,65,79,120 |  44,13,983 
{V.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
fanning materials | 1,49,86,s00 11,383,402 
V.—Oils— 
Mineral - | 2,82,18,553 2,36,54,904 4,36,351 
Other oils - 10,61,303 24,05,713 13,44,410 ~ 
I materials and unman 
ViL—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cottonyarn- - + =| 219,383,551 | 2,72,62,715 53,29,164 
Cotton piece goods - | 16,20,91,847 | 20,16,31,259 | 8,95,80,412 
Otherarticles - | 8,92,48,755 9,18,51,996 26,038,241 
Total of all imports - | 50,63,70,607 | 55,52,00,153 | 4,88,29,546 - 


4 
. 
| = 
| 
4 
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XII.—Forrien Trave Lnp1a—continued. 


Exports of Inp1an Propvuce and MANUFACTURE from 
Britisa Inpia to Foreign Countries. 


| 
| Nine Months, | 

ist April to 3ist December | 1 
R. R. R. R. 
i L—Animale—living -|  11,11,864 12,96,307 184,948 
| I1.—Articles of food and drink— 
Rice - - | 7,92,87,019 | 6,44,90,951 1,47,96,068 
Wheat - | 3,65,11,970 82,87,898 2,82,24,077 
- | 6,84,96,508 | 7,16,28,968 31,27,460 
Other articles - 2,90,17,926 3,06,87,771 16,69,845 
| 
11l.—Metals, and manufactures of - 8,27,356 11,834,630 3,07,274 ~ 
if IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
1 and narcotics, dyeing and 
Opium- - - -| 66544728 | 6,17,06,948 - 47,77,880 
| Indigo - 2,38,09,027 | 1,40,98,157 - 97,10,870 
q Other articles- - 1,15,95,805 | 1,00,17,534 6,78,271 
V.—Oils - - - 55,21,412 48,19,736 7,01,676 
Vi.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
Cotton - - =| 879,98,088 | 8,48,71,977 30,56,111 
- | 781,285,083 | 8,09,38,072 78,11,039 
| Oilseeds - -| 7,2427,008 | 7,07,35,045 - 16,91,658 
Other artic.es - | 682,583,500 | 5,53,46,967 - 79,086,533 
i partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn - - | 4,89,85,968 | 6,06,87,161 | 1,17,01,208 - 
} 
Cotton piece goods - -| 1,1404001 | —96,90,657 17,18,484 
1 Otherarticles - 9,98,92,005 | 8,74,80,026 53,42,069 
Total of all exports | 77,26,69,483 | 71,88,72,600 5,37,96,888 
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XXV.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1897, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the ate places, and may be obtained from 


Florence 


Copenhagen 2d. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on subjects of 
Percent interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
above-mentioned sources :— 


No. 


Belgium.—Report on the Metallurgical Industries of the 
Province of Lidge during 1895 

Germany. —Report on the Finances of the German African 
Colonies for 1897-98 

Germany.—Keport om molasses and peat fodder 

and Expenditure of the 

on Drink Question in Russia - 

Financial Situation in 


No. | Place. | rice. 
1834 | Old Calabar - - - - -| 64d. 
1835 | Tamsui - - - ld. 
1837 | Salonica - - - - -| 
18388 Honolulu - a 4d. 
1839 | Buenos Ayres - - - - - - 2d. 
1840 | Para - - ld. 
1841 | Bolivia - 
1842 | Washington - - - - 8d. 
1843 | Berlin - - - - 2d. 
1844 | Uganda - - -| Id, 
1846 | Dakar - - 4d. 
1847 | 
412 
ld. 
413 
ld, 
414 ld. 
415 
416 
‘417 id. 
418 | Germany.—Report on the Operation of the Insurance Laws : 
1 
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XXVI—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have been 
issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony. Year, No, Colony. Year, 
50 | Falkland Islands - +] 1891 121 | Straits Settlements - =| 1898 
51 | Leeward Islands - = men x8 

an Basutoland - | 1898-94 
53 | St.Lucia - 125 | St. Helena 
54 | Labuan - 126 | Ceylon - - - 
55 | British Guiana - 127 | Fiji - - 
56 | Zululand - - - 128 | G - 
57 | Mauritius - - - pa 129 | Si 
58 | Lagos 130 | British Bechuanaland - | 1898-94 
59 | Straits Settlements 1892-93 

60 | Ceylon - . ” 131 | British New Guinea - and 
61 | Natal - | 1891-92 1893-94 
62 | Basutoland - 132 |] - - | 1898 
68 | St. Helena - «| 1891 133 | BritishGuiana - - ~ | 1898-94 
64 jierra - - ° 134 | Jamaica - 
65 | Jamaica | 1891-92] 1135 | Newfoundland -| 1893 
66 | Trinidad and Tobago -| 1891 136 ld 
67 | Newfoundland - - 137 jululand - -| 1894 
68 New Guinea - 188 Sermuda - - 
69 Victoria - -| 1891 139 Jahamas - 
70 ] rigues - - - 140 Sarbados - ” 
71 | Bermuda - -| 1892 141 ‘urks and Caicos Islands 
73 | British Honduras - - ” 1438 | Gambia - * 
74 | Turks and Caicos Islands -| 1890 144 | Windward ‘Islands - : 
95 | Gibraltar - 1892 145 | Trinidad and Tobago - 
76 | Lee 146 | Gibraltar 
78 | Trinidadand Tobago - -| , 148 mg Kon; - ° vn 
79 | Malta 149 Seti ents - 
80 | Gambia - - 150 - 
81 | Straits Settlements” - 151 | Seychelles . we 
82 | Gre 152 | Basutoland | 1894-95 
83 | Barbados - * ” 153 | Fiji_ - - - =| 189 
86 | St. Lucia - - » 156 | Mauritius - nid 
87 | Falkland Islands 157 | Labuan 
88 | Gold Coast » 158 | Gold Coast 
89 | Basutoland - - - 1892-98] 159 | British Guiana = = + | 1894-95 
90 | Ceylon - - - - | 1892 160 | SierraLeone - - -| 1894 
91 | Zululand - » 161 aica - - - | 1894-95 
92 uritius . - » 162 | British Honduras - - ~-| 1894 
93 | Labuan - - - 163 | British Bechuanaland | 1894-95 
94 | British Honduras - 164 | Newfoundland -| 1894 
95 165 | Gambia - -| 1895 
96 | SierraLeone - 166 | Bermuda 1894 
97 - - - 167 | Leeward Islands - - 
98 - - 168 | British New Guinea | 1894-95 
99 | 169 | Zululand - | 1895 
100 | British Bechuanaland - 1892-93} | 170 erra Leone - : ae 
101 | BritishGuiana - - -| 171 | Gibraltar - 
102 | Newfoundland - - 1892 172 | Malta 
103 | Jamaica - - | 1892-931 173 | Barbados 
104 | Victoria - -| 1892 174 | Turks and Caicos Islands . - 
105 | Bermuda - - =| 1898 175 | Falkland Islands 
106 | Ganbia - 176 | St.Helena - - 

107 | H Kong - 177 | Bahamas Py 
108 | St. Vincent 178 | Hong Ko - 
111 | Turksand CaicosIslands - ” 181 Trinidad and Tobago 
112 | Lee Islands - 182 | Seychelles 
118 | 183 | Mauritius and | 1894-05 
114 | Malta - 184 | British Honduras -| 1895 
116 | British Honduras - - » 186 | Basutoland - = = |1895-96 
Trini: ” 187 | Ceylon 1895 
118 | Falkland Islands . - wo 188 | British Guiana - - | 1895-96 
119 {1 - 189 Gold Coast 1895 
190 | Mauritius - =| |} 190 | Jamaica” | 1805-96 

MIscELLANEOUS. 
No. | Colony, | Subject. 
2 - - 
Sierra Leone - | Geology and Botany. 
Canada - | Advantages to Emigrants. 
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